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SECTION I 
Ths Halay of Ihe CoHceptum qf Jesus. 

Wbmm tho fullness of time was come, after tbe 
frequent repetition of promises, the expectation of 
the Jewish nation, the loneings and tedious waitings 
of aU holy persons, the departure of the '* sceptre 
from Judah, and the lawsiver from between his 
feet ;** when the number of DaniePs years was ac- 
complished, and the Egyptian and Syrian kingdoiQS 
had their period; God, having great compassion to- 
wards mankind, remembering ms promises, and our 
great necessities, sent his Son into the world, to take 
upon him oi^ nature, and all that ^uilt of sin, which 
stuck close to our nature, and all that pu^^shment, 
which was consequent to our sin : which came to 
pass after this manner. 

In the days of Herod the kii^, the angel Gabriel 
was sent from God to a city of Galilee, named Naza- 
reth, to a holy maid, called Mary, espoused to Jo- 
seph, and found her in a capacity and excellent dis- 
position to receive the greatest honor, that ever waa 
done to the daughters of men. She was full of grace 
and excellencies; and God poured upon her a full 
measure of honor, in making her the mother of tbe 
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4 THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST. 

Considerations, 

That which shines brightest presents itself first to 
the eye; and the devout soul, in the chain of excel- 
lent and precious things, which are represented in 
the counsel, design, and first beginnings of the work 
of our redemption, hath not leisure to attend to the 
twinkling of the lesser stars, till it hath stood and 
admired the glory and eminences of the Divine love, 
manifested in the incarnation of the Word eternal. 
God had no necessity, in order to the conservation 
or the heightening his own felicity, but out of mere 
and perfect charity, and the bowels of compassion, 
sent into the world his only Son, for remedy to 
human miseries, to ennoble our nature by a uqion 
with Divinity, to sanctify it with his justice, to en- 
rich it with his grace, to instruct it with his doc- 
trine, to fortify it with his example, to rescue it from 
servitude, to assert it into the liberty of the sons of 
God, and at last to make it partaker of a beatifical 
resurrection. 

God, who, in the infinite treasures of his wisdom 
and providence, could havd found out many other 
ways for our redemption, than the incarnation of 
his eternal Son, was pleased to choose this, not only 
that the remedy by man might have proportion to 
the causes of our ruin, whose introduction and in- 
tromission was by the prevarication of man ; but 
also, that we might with free dispensation receive 
the influences of a Savior, with whom we commu- 
nicate in nature. Although Abana and Pharpar, 
rivers of Damascus, were of greater name and cur- 
rent, yet they were not so salutary as the waters of 
Jordan, to cure Naaman's leprosy. And if God 
had made the remedy of human nature to have 
come all the way clothed in prodigy, and every in- 
stant of its execution had been as terrible, affright- 
ing, and as full of majesty, as the apparitions upon 
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THE LIFE OF JESUS CHSIflT. ' 5 

Mount Sinai ; yet it had not been so useful and com* 
plying to human necessities, as was the descent of 
God to the susception of human nature, whereby 
(as in all medicaments) the cure is best wrought by 
uiose instruments, which have the fewest disso- 
nances to our temper, and are the nearest to our 
constitution. For thus the Savior of the world 
became human, alluring, full of invitation and the 
sweetnesses of love, exemplary, humble and me<U- 
cmaL 

And, if we conskler the reasonableness of the 
thing, what can be given more excellent for the re- 
demption of man, than tte blood of the Son of Ood T 
And what can more ennoble our nature, than that 
by the means of his holy humanity it was taken up 
into the cabinet of the mysterious Trinity? What 
better advocate could we have for us, than he tlmt is 
appointed to be our Judge ? And what greater hopes 
of reconciliation can te imagined, than that Gbd, 
in whose power it is to give an absolute pardon, 
hath taken a new nature, entertained an ofBce, and 
undergone a life of poverty, with a purpose to pro- 
cure our pardon ? For, now, though, as the right- 
eous Judge, he will judge the nations righteously; 
yet, by the susception of our nature, and its append- 
ant crimes, he is become a party ; and, having 
obl^ed himself as man, as he is God he will satisfy, 
by putting ihe value of an infinite merit to the ac^ 
tions and sufferings of his humanit]^. And if he had 
not been God, he could not have given us remedy ; 
if he had not been man, we should have wanted im 
excellency of example. 

And till now, human natoie was less than that of 
ai^b ; but, by the incarnation of the Word, was to 
be exalted above the cherubim : yet the archahgd 
Gabriel, being dispatched in embassy to r^resent 
the joy and exaltation of his inferior, instantly trims 
his wmgs with love and qb^diance, and hastens irith 
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^ THE UFE OF JESUS CHRIST. 

Jbia narrative to the holy Virgin. And, if we should 
reduce our prayers to action, and do God's will on 
earth, as the angels in heaven do it, we should 
promptly execute every part of the Divine will, though 
it wera to be instrumental to the exaltation of a 
brother above ourselves ; knowing no end but con- 
formity to the Divine will, and making simplicity of 
intention to be the fringes and exterior borders of 
our garments. 

When the eternal God meant to stoop so low as 
to be fixed to our centre, he chose for his mother a 
holy person and a maid, but yet affianced to a just 
man, that he might not only be secure in the inno- 
ce^cy, but.also provided for in the reputation of his 
holy mother: teaching us, that we must not only 
satisfy ourselves in the purity of our purposes and 
hearty innocence, but thiat we must provide also 
things honest in the sightof all men, being free fronj 
the suspicion and semblances of evil; so making 
provision for private innocence and public honesty; 
it being necessary, in order to charity, and edifica- 
tion of our brethren, that we hold forth no impure 
flames or smoking firebrands, but pure and trimmed 
lamps, in the eyes of all.the world. 

And yet her marriage was more mysterious ; for 
as, beside the miracle, it was eternal honor and 
advancement to the glory of virginity, that he chose 
a virgin for his mother, so it was in that manner at^ 
tempered, that the Virgin was betrothed, lest honor- 
able marriage might be disreputed, and seem inglo- 
rious, by a positive rejection from any {mrticipation 
of the honor. 

: The angel, in his address, needed not to go in in- 
quisition after a wandering fire, but knew she was 
a star fixed in her own orb :• he found her at home ; 
and, lest that also might be -too large a circuit, she 
was yet confined to a more intimate retirement : she 
was m her oratory, private and devout. There are 
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sQOie curiosities so bold and determinate, a» lo tell 
the very matter of her prayer, and that she .was 
praying for the salvation of all the world, and the 
revelation of the Messiah, desiring she might be so 
happy as to kiss the feet of her, who should have 
the glory to be his mother. We have no security 
of the particular; but there is no piety so difficult as 
to.require.a sign to create a belief^ that her employ- 
ment at the instant was holy and religious ; but in 
that disposition she received a grace, which the 
greatest queens would have purchased with the quit« 
ting of their diadems, and hath consigned an excel- 
lent document to all women, that mey accustom 
themselves often to those retirements, where none 
but God and his angels can have admittance. For 
the holy Jesus can come to them too, and dwell with 
them, hallowing their souls, and consigning their 
bodies to a participation of all his glories. But re- 
collecting of all our scattered thou^ts and exterior 
extravaganceg, and a receding from the inconveni- 
ences 01 a too free conversation, is the best circum- 
, stance to dispose us to a heavenly visitation. 

The holy Virgin, when she saw an angel and heard 
a testimony from heaven of her grace and piety, was 
troubled within herself at the salutation, ana the man- 
ner of it : for she had learned, that the affluence of 
divine comforts and prosperous successes should not 
exeilipt us from fear, but make it the more prudent 
and wary, lest it entangle us in a vanity ot spirit ; 
God having ordered that our spirit should be affect- 
ed with dispositions in some degrees contrary to ex- 
terior events, that we be fearful in the affluence of 
prosperous things, and joyful in adversity ; as know- 
ing that this. may produce benefit and Advantage} 
and the changes that are consequent to the other, 
are sometimes full of mischiefs, but always of dan- 
ger. But her silence and fear were her guardians; 
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that, to prevent excrescences of joy ; tins, o| rainer 
compUtceilcy. 

And it is not altogether inconsiderable to obserre, 
that di« holy Virgin came to a great perfection and 
state of piety by a fisw, and diose modest and even, 
exercises and external actions. St Paul travelled 
over die world, preached to the GentUes, disputed 
agdnst the Jews, confounded heretics, writ excel- 
lently learned letters, sufiered dangers, injuries, af- 
fronts, and persecutions to the height of wcNider, and 
by these violences of life, action and patience, ob- 
tained the crown of an excellent religion and devo- 
tion. Bat the holy Virgin, although she was engaged 
sometimes in an active life, and in the exercise of an 
ordinary and sms^ eccmomy and government, or 
ministries of a family, yet she arrived to her periec- 
tioDs b3rthe means of a quiet and silent piiBty, the 
internal actions of love, devotion, and contemplation ; 
and instructs us, that not only those who have op- 
portunity ^nd powers of a magmficeiit religion, or 
a pompous charity, or miraculous conversion of 
souls, or assiduous and effectual preaching, or ex- 
terior demonstrations pf corporal mercy,^ali have 
the greatest crowns, and the addition of degrees and 
accidental rewards; but the silent affections, the 
s{Jendors of an internal devotion, the unions of love, 
humility, and obedience, the daily offices of prayer 
and praises sung to God, the acts of faith and fear, 
of patience and meekness, of hope and reverence, 
repentance and charity, and those graces which walk 
in a veil and silence, make great ascents to God, and 
as sure progress to favor and a crown, as the more 
ostentous and laborious exercise of a more solemn 
reli^n. No man needn to complain of want of 
powet or opportunities for religious perfections : a 
devout woman in her closet, prajring with much zeal 
and affections for the conversion of souls, is in the 
same order to a shining like the stars in glory, as he 
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who, by excellent discourses, puts it into a more for- 
ward disposition to be actually performed. And 
possibly her prayers obtained energy and force to 
my sermon, and made the ground fruitful, and the 
seed spring up to life eternal. Many times God is 
present in the still voice and private retirements of 
a quiet religion, and the constant spiritualities of an 
ordinary life ; when the loud and impetuous winds, 
and the shining fires of more laborious and expensive 
actions, are profitable to others only, Uke a tree of 
balsam, distilUng precious liquor for others, not for 
its own use. 

The Prayer. 

, O eternal and almighty God, who didst send thy 
holy angel in embassy to the blessed Virgin mother 
of our Lord, to manifest the actuating thine eternal 
purpose of the redemption of mankind by the incar- 
nation of thine eternal Son } put me, by the assist- 
ances of thy divine grace, into such holy disposi- 
tions, that I may never impede the event and effect 
of those mercies, which, in the counsels of thy pre- 
destination, thou didst design for me. Give me t, 
promptness to obey thee to the degree and semblance 
of angelical alacrity; give me holy purity and piety, 
prudence and modesty, like those excellencies which 
thou didst create in the ever-blessed Virgin. Grant 
that my employment be always holy, unmixed with 
worldly affections, and, as much as my condition of 
life will bear, retired from secular interests and dis- 
turbances ; that I may converse with angels, enter- 
tain the holy Jesus, nourish him with the expresses 
of most innocent and holy affections, and bring him 
forth and publish him in a life of piety and obedience, 
that he may dwell in me for ever, and I may for ever 
dwell with him, in the house o^ eternal pleasure and 
glories, world without end. Amen.' 
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SECTION IL 
The NaixvUy of awr Blessed Savior Jesus. 

Thb holy maid longed to be a glad mother ; and 
Grod, who in his infinite wisdom does concentre and 
tie together in one end things of disparity and dis* 
proportionate natures, making things improbable to 
co-operate to what wonder or to what truth he 
pleases, brought the holy Virgin to Bethlehem, the 
city of David, "to be taxed," with her hns^nd 
Joseph, according to a decree upon all thewcnrtd, 
issuing from Augustus Caesar. But this happened in 
this conjunction of time, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophet Micah >— ** And 
thou, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, art not the 
least among the princes ^f Judlah ; for out of thee 
shall come a governor, that shall rule my peof^ 
Israel" This rare act of Providence was nighly 
remarkable, because this taxing seems wholly to 
have been ordered by God, to serve and minister to 
the circumstances of this birth ; for thiife taxing was 
not in order to tribute. Herod was now king, and 
received all the revenues of the Fiscns, and paid to 
^ugustus an appropriate tribute, after the manner 
^^f other kings, friends and relatives of the Roman 
empire : neither doth it appear, that the Romans laid 
a new tribute on the Jews, before the confiscation of 
the goods of Archelaus. Augustus, therefore, send- 
ing special delegates to tax every city, made only an 
inquest after the strength of the Roman empire in 
men and moneys ; and did himself no other advan- 
tage, but was directed by him, who rules and turns 
the hearts of princes, that he might, by verifying a 
prophecy, signify and publish the divinity of the 
mission and the birtlf of Jesus. 

She, that had 'conceived by the operation of that 
Spirit, who dwells within the element of love, was 
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THE 1m or JEBUS CHBIffT. 11 

no ways impeded in her journey bv the greatness of 
her burden; but arrived at Bethlehem in the throng 
of strangers, who had so filled up the places of hos- 
pitality and public entertainment, that '* there was no 
Toom^ for Joseph and Mary *^ in the inn.** But yet 
she mt, that it was necessary to retire, where she 
Blight softly lay her burden. But she, that wa 
mother to the filing of all the creatures, could find 
no other but a stable, a cave of a rock, whither she 
retired ; and in ihe midst of glorious thoughts and 
highest spcfculstions, '* brought forth her first-born 
into the world." 

Although all the world were concerned in the 
birth <^ this j^at Prince, yet I find no story of any 
one that ministered at it, save only angels, who knew 
their duty to their Lord, and the great mterests of 
that person ; whom, as soon as he was born, they 
presented to his mother, who could not but receive 
nim wi& a joy next to the rejoicings of glory and 
beatific vision, seeing him to be bom her son, who 
was the Son of God, of greater beauty than the sun, 
purer than angels, more loving than the seraphim, as 
dear as the eye and heart c^ God, where he was 
from eternity engraven, his beloved and his only- 
begotten. 

yfhea the virgin«iother now fek the first tender- 
ness and yearnings of a mother's bowels, and saw 
the Savior of the world bom, poor as her fortunes 
eoidd represent him, nc^ed as the innocence of 
Adam, sl^ took him, and ** wrapped him in swad- 
dling-clothes;^ and after she had a while cradled 
kirn in her arms, she ^laid him in a manger ;** for 
«e was the design of his humility; that as the last 
eeene of his life was^^efyiifesented among thieves, so 
the first was amongst beasts, the ^^'^Mftnd the oxen ; 
aociM^din^ to that mysterious^hynHHT-the prophet 
HabaUrak, *' ISn brightness was as me light ; he had 
hems coming out of his hand, and there was the 
hiding of his power." 
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12 THE liFE OF JESUS CHRI3T. 

Considerations. 

Although the blessed Jesus desired, with the ar- 
dency of an infianoed love, to be born, and to finish 
the work of our redemption ; yet he did not prevent 
the period of nature, nor break the laws of the 
womb, and antedate his own sanctions, which he 
had established for ever. For premature and hasty 
actions, and such counsels, as know not how to ex- 

Eect the times appointed in Gk>d's decree, are lH^e 
asty fruit, or a young person snatched away in his 
florid age, sad and untimely. He that hastens to 
enjoy his wish before the time, raises his own ex- 
pectation, and yet makes it unpleasant bv impatience, 
and loseth the pleasure of the fruition when it comes, 
because he hath made his desire bigger than, the 
thing can satisfy. He that must eat an hour before 
his time, gives probation of his intemperance or his 
weakness ; and if we dare not trust God with the 
circumstance of the event, and stay his leisure, ei- 
ther we disrepute the infinity of his wisdom, or give 
clear demonstration of our own vanity. 

When God descended to earth, he chose to be 
born in the suburbs and retirement of a small town, 
but he was pleased to die at Jerusalem, the metro- 
polis of Judea ; which chides our shame and pride, 
who are willing to publish our gaieties in piazzas 
and the corners of the streets of most populous 
places ; but our defects, and the instruments of our 
numSiation, we carry into deserts, and cover with 
the night, and hide them under ground, thinking no 
secrecy dark enough to hide our shame, nor any 
theatre large enough to behold our pompous vanities ; 
for so we make provisionfffor priae, and take great 
care to exclude humility. 

When the Hwy Virgin now perceived, that the ex- 
pectation of the nations was arrived at the very 
doors of revelation and entrance into the world, she 
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brought forth the holy Jesus. She had no ministers 
to attend but angels, and neither her poverty nor 
her piety would permit her to provide other nurses ; 
but herself did the offices of a tender and pious pa- 
rent She kissed him, and worshipped him, . and 
thanked him that he would be born of her, and she 
suckled him, and bound him in her arms and swad- 
dling-bands ; and when she had represented to God 
her first scene of joy and eucharist, she softly laid 
him in the manger, till her desires and his own ne- 
cessities called her to take him, and to rock him 
softly in her arms ; and from this deportment she 
read a lecture of piety and maternal care, which 
mothers should perform toward their children when 
they are born, not to neglect any of that duty, which 
nafture and maternal piety required. 

Jesus was pleased to be born of a poor mother, 
in a poor place, in a cold winter's night, far from 
home, am pngst strangers, with all the circumstances 
of humility and poverty. And no man will have 
cause to complain of his coarse robe, if he remem- 
bers the swaddlinff-clothes of this holy Child; nor 
to be disquieted at his hard bed, when he considers 
Jesus laid in a manger; nor to be discontented at 
his thin table, when he calls to mind, the King of 
heaven and earth was fed with a little breast-milk. 
But since the eternal wisdom of the Father, who 
** knew to choose the good, and refuse the evil," did 
choose a life of poverty, it gives us demonstration, 
that riches and honors, those idols of the world's 
esteem, are so far from creating true felicities, that 
they are not of themselves eligible in the number 
of good things : however, no man is to be ashamed 
of innocent poverty, of wKich many wise men make 
vows, and of which the holy Jesus made election, 
and bis apostles after hiin made public profession. 
And if any man will choose and delight in the afflu- 
ence of temporal good things, sufiering himself to 
B 
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14 TH£ LIFE or JESUS CHRIST. 

be transported with captive afl^tions in the plea^ 
sures of every day, he may v\rdl make a question^ 
whether he shall speed as well hereafter ; since God's 
usual method is, that they only, who follow Christ 
here, shall be with him for ever. 

The condition of the person who was bom, is 
here of greatest consideration. For he that cried 
in the manger, that sucked the paps of a woman,. 
that hath exposed himself to poverty and a world 
of inccmveniences, is *• the Son of the living God,*' 
of tl^ same substance with his Father, oegottea 
before all ages, before the morning stars ; he is God 
eternal. He is also, by reason of Uie personal union 
of the Divinity with his human nature, ** the Son of 
God;** not by adoption, as good men and beatified 
angels are, but by an extraordinary and miraculous 
generation. He is " the heir" of his Father's do- 
ries imd possessions, not by succession, (fot his Fa- 
ther cannot die,) but by an eqoaUty of cpmmunica- 
tton* He is "the express image of his Father's 
person," according to ooth natures ; the miracle and 
excess of his Godhead being, as upon wax, imprint* 
ed upon all the capacities of his humanity. And^ 
after all this, he is our Savior ; that to our duties of 
wonder and adoration we may add the aflfections 
of love and union, as himself, besides his being a^-^ 
mirable in himself, is become profitable to us^ 
••Vere Verbum hoc est abbreviatum," saith the 
prophet; the eternal Word of ^the Father is short- 
ened to the dimensions of an infant. 
' Here then are concentrated the prodigies of great- 
Aess and goodness, of wisdom and charity, of meek- 
ness and humility, and march all the way in mystery 
and incomprehensible mixtures ; if we consider him 
in the bosom of his Father, where he is seated by 
the postures of love and essential felicity; and in 
the manger, where love also placed him, and an in- 
finite desire to communicate nis felicities t*^ us. As 
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he is Grod, his throne is in the heaven, and he fills all 
things by his immensity: as he is man, he is circum- 
scribed by an uneasy cradle, and cries in a stable. 
As he is God, he is seated upon a super-exalted 
throne ; as man, exposed to the lowest estate of un- 
easiness and need. As God, clothed in a robe of 
glory, at the same instant when you may behold and 
wonder at his humanity, wrapped in cheap and un- 
worthy cradle-bands. As God, he is encircled with 
millions of angels; as man, in the company of 
beasts. As God, he is the eternal Word of the Fa- 
ther, eternal, sustained by himself, all-sufficient, and 
without need ; and yet he submitted himself to a 
condition, imperfect, m^lorious, indigent, and neces- 
sitous. And this consideration is apt and natural 
to produce great aflTecticms of love, duty, and obe< 
dience, desires of union and conformity to his sa- 
cred person, life, actions, and laws ; that we resolve 
all our thoughts^ and finally determine all our reason 
and our passions and capacities upon that saying of 
St Paul, — " He that loves not Uie liord Jesus Christ 
let him be accursed." 

Upon the consideration of these glories, if a pious 
soul shall, upon the supports of faith and love, enter 
into the -stable where the great King was born, and 
with affections behold every member of the holy 
body, and thence pass into the soul of Jesus, we 
may see a scheme of holy meditations, enough to 
entertain all the degrees of our love and pf our un- 
derstanding, and make the mystery of the nativity 
as fruitful of holy thoughts, as it was of blessings to 
us. And it may serve instead of a description of 
the person of Jesus, conveyed to us in imperfect 
and apocrjrphal schemes. If we could behold his 
aacred feet with those afiections which the holy 
Virgin did, we have transmitted to us those myste- 
ries in story, which she had first in part by spiritual 
and divine infused light, and afterwards byobserva^ 
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16 THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST. 

tion. Those holy feet, tender, and unable to support 
his sacred body, should bear him over all the prov- 
ince of his cure, with great zeal for the gaining of 
souls, to the belief and obedience of his holy laws ; 
those are the feet, that should walk upon se^s and 
hills of water, as upon firm pavement ; at which the 
lepers and diseased persons should stoop, and gather 
health up ; which Mary Magdalen should wash 
with tears, and wipe with her hair, and anoint with 
costly nard, as expressions of love and adoration, 
and there find absolution and remedy for her sins ; 
and which, finally, should be rent by the nails of 
the cross, and afterwards ascend above the heavens, 
making the earth to be his footstpol. From hence 
take patterns of imitation, that our piety be symbol- 
ical, that our affections be passionate and eucharis- 
tical, full of love, and wonder, and adoration; that 
our feet tread in the same steps, and that we trans- 
fer the sjnnbol into mystery, and the mystery to de- 
votion, praying the holy Jesus to actuate the same 
mercies in us, which were finished at his holy feet, 
forgiving our sins, healing our sicknesses ; and then 
place ourselves irremovably, becoming his disci- 
ples, and strictly observing the rules of liis holy in- 
stitution, " sitting at the feet" of this our greatest 
Master. 

In the same manner a pious person may, with the 
blessed Virgin, pass to the consideration of his holy- 
hands, which were so often lifled up to God in 
prayer ; whose touch was miraculous and medicinal, 
cleansing lepers restoring perishing limbs, opening 
blind eyes, raising dead persons to life ; those hands 
which fed many thousands, by two miracles of mul- 
tijJication; that purged the temple from profane- 
ness; that, in a sacramental manner, bare his own 
body, and gave it to be food and refreshment of 
elect souls, and after were cloven and rent iipon the 
cross, till the wounds became (after the resurrection) 
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no many transparenciei aod glorious inttruratttiU of 

solemn, spiritual, and «ffieacious benediction. Tnu» 
mit this meditation into afibctions and practices, 
** lifting up pure hands" in prayer, that our devotions 
be united to the merits of his glorious intercession: 
and putting ourselves into his hands and holy prtyvi- 
dence, let us beg those effects upon our souls and 
spiritual cures, which his }»recious hands did operate 
upon their bodies, transferring those sunSitudes te 
our ghosdy and personal advantages. 

We may also behold his holy br^st, and consider, 
that there lay that sacred heart, like the dove witiini 
the ark, speaking peace to us, bein^ the regiment of 
love and sorrows, the fountam of both the sacra- 
ments, running out in tbe two holy streams of Uood 
and water, when the rock was snutten, when his holy 
side was pierced : and there, with St John, let us lay 
our head, and place our heart, and thence draw a 
treasure of holy revelations and affections, that we 
may rest in him only, and upon him lay our burdens, 
filling every corner of our heart with thoughts of 
the most amiable and beloved Jesus. 

In like manner we may uhite the day of his nati- 
vity with the day of his passion, and consider all the 
parts of his body, as it was instrumental in all the 
work of our redemption ; and so imitate, and in some 
proportion partake of, that great variety of sweet- 
nesses, and amorous reflexes, and gracious inter- 
courses, which passed between the blessed Virgin 
and the holy Child, according to his present capaci- 
ties, and the clarity of that light, which\was com- 
municated to her by Divine infusion. And all the 
members of this blessed Child, his eyes, his face, his 
head, all the organs of his senses, afford variety of 
entertainment and motion to our affections, accord- 
ing as they served, in their several employments and 
co-operations, in the mysteries of our restitution. 

But his body was but his soul's upper garment, 
B2 
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and the considerations of this are as immaterial and 
Bpiritual as the soul itself,, and more immediate to the 
mystery of the nativity. This soul is of tl^e same 
nature and substance with ours ; in this inferior to 
the angels, that of itself it is incomplete, and discur- 
sive in a lower order of ratiocination : but in this 
superior : 1. That it is personally united tp the Di- 
vinity, full of the Holy Ghost, overrunning with 
ffrace, which was dispensed to it without measure. 
(And by the mediation of this union, as itself is ex- 
alted far above all orders of intelligences, so we ^Iso 
have contracted alliance with God, teaching us not 
to unravel our excellencies by infamous deportments.) 
2. Here also we may meditate, that his memory is 
indeterminable and unalterable, ever remembering to 
do us good, and to present our needs to God by the 
means of his holy intercession- 3. That his under- 
standing is without ignorance, knovmig the secrets 
•of our hearts, full of mysterious secrets of his 
Father's kingdom, in which " all the treasures of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God are hidden." 4. That 
his will is impeccable, entertained with an uninter- 
rupted act of love to God, greater than all angels 
and beatified spirits present to God in the midst of 
the transportations and ravishments of paradise: 
that this will is full of love to us, of humility in itself, 
of conformity to God, wholly resigned by acts of 
adoration and obedience. It was moved by six 
wings ; zeal of the honor of God, and compunction 
for our sins, pity to our miseries, and hatteq of our 
impieties; desires of satisfying the wrath. of God, 
and great joy at the consideration of all the fruits of 
his natijdty, the appeasing of his Father, the redemp- 
tion of his brethren. And upon these wings he 
mounted up into the throne of glory, carrying our 
nature with him above the seats of angels. These 
considerations present themselves to all, that with 
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piety and devotion behold the holy Babe lying in the 
obscure and humble place of his nativity. 

Prayers 

L Holy and immortal Jesus, I adore an<l worship 
thee, with the lowest prostrations and humility of 
soul and body, and give thee all thanks for that great 
love to us, whereof thy nativity hath made demon- 
stration ; for that humility of thine, expressed in the 
poor and ignoble <;circumstances, which thou didst 
voluntarily choose in the manner of thy birth. And 
I present to thy holy humanity, enchased in the 
adorable Divinity, my body and soul; humbly desia> 
ing, that as thou didst clothe thyself with a human 
body, thou mayest invest me witn the robes of rightf 
eousness, covering my sins, enabling my weaknesseit, 
and sustaining my mortality, till I shaU finally, in t&o^ 
formitv to thy beauties and perfections, be clothed 
with the stole of glory. Amen. 

11. Vouchsafe to come to me by a more intimate 
and spiritual approximation, that so thou mayest lead 
me to thy Father ; for of myself I cannot move one 
step towards thee. Take me by the hand, place me 
in thy heart, that there I may live, and thece I may 
die : that as thou hast united our nature to thy eter- 
nal being, thou mightest also unite my persohio thine 
by the interior adunations of love, and oBedience, 
and conformity. Let thy ears be open to my pray- 
ers, thy merciful eyes look upon my miseries, thy 
holy hands be stretched out to my relief and succor : 
let some of those precious distilling tears, which na- 
ture, and thy compassion, and thy sufferings, did 
cause to distil and drop from those sacred fontinals, 
water my stony heart, and make it soft, apt for the 
impressijQi)|^9f a melting, obedient, and correspond- 
ing love; and moisten mine eyes, that I may, upon 
thy itock of pity and weeping, mourn for my sms ; 
that so my tears and sorrows, being drops ol water 
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comi9g &pm that holy Rock, tmy Jjetdeed be noit^ 
unto thine, md made precious by such holy mil;:- 
tures. Amen. 

III. Blessed Jesus, now that thou hast sanctified 
end exalted human nature, and made even my body- 
precious by a personal uniting it to the Divinity, 
teach me so reverently to account of it, that I may 
not dare to profane it with impure lusts or caitive 
affections, and unhaliow that ground, where thy holy 
feet have trodden. Give to me ardent desires, and 
efficacious prosecutions of these holy effects, which 
thou didst design for us in thy nativity, and othej| 
parts of our redemption : give me great confidence 
m thee, which thou hast encouragS by the exhibi- 
tion of so glorious favors ; great sorrow and confu« 
aion of face at the sight of mine own imperfections^ 
and estrangements, and great distances froim thee, 
and the perfections of thy sod; and bring me to thee 
by the strictnesses of a zealous and affectionate im- 
itation of those sanctities, which, next to the hypos- 
tatical union, added lustre and excellency to thy 
humanity ; that I may live here with thee in the ex- 
presses of a holy life, and die with thee by mortifi- 
catton and an unwearied patience ; and reign with 
thee in immortal glories, world without end. Amen. 



SECTION IIL 

Of the great and glorious Accidents^ happening abottt 
the Birth of Jesus. 

Although the birth of Christ was destitute of the 
usual excrescences and less necessary pomps, which 
used to signify and illustrate the birth of princes 
yet his first humility was made glorious with pre- 
sages, miracles, and significations from heaven, 
wmch did not only, like the furniture of a princefy 
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bedchamber, speak the riches of the parent, or great- 
ness of the son within its own walls, but did declare 
to all the world, that their prince was born, publish- 
ing it with figures and representments almost as 
great as its empire. 

At the birth of this child, there was a universal 
peace through all the world. For then it was, that 
Augustus Caesar, having composed all the wars of 
the world, did, the third time, cause the gates of 
Janus's temple to be shut ; and this peace continued 
for twelve years, even till the extreme old age of the 
prince, untU rest had sealed the temple doors, which 
opened not till the sedition of the Athenians, and the 
rebellion of the Dacians^caused Augustus to arm. 
For he that was born, was the Prince of Peace, and 
came to reconcile Gkxl with man, and man with his 
brother ; and to make, by the sweetness of his ex- 
ample, and the influence of a holy doctrine, such 
happy atonements between disagreeing natures, such 
confederations and societies between enemies, that 
*« the wolf and the lamb should lie down together, and 
a litde child,''boldly, and without danger, *'pot his 
finger in the nest and cavern of an asp." And it 
Gould be no less than miraculous, that so great a body 
as the Roman empire, consisting of so many parts, 
whose constitutions were differing, their numors 
contrary, their interests contradicting each other's 
greatness, and all these violently oppressed by an 
usurping power, should have no limb out of joint, 
nor so much as an aching tooth, or a rebelling* 
humor, in that huge collection of parts ; but so it 
seemed good in the eye of Heaven, by so great and 
good a symbol, to declare not only the greatne9S, 
but the goodness, of the Prince that was then born 
in Judea, the Lord of all the world. 

But because the heavens, as well as the earth, are 
his creatures, and do serve him, at his birth he re- 
ceived a sign in heaven above, as well as in the 

^ ' Digitized by Google 



22 THE UrE OF JJESUS CHRIST. 

eailh beneathy as an hoii^age paid to their commoiL 
Lord. For as certain shepherds were "keeping 
watch over their flocks by night," near that part 
where Jacob did use to feed his cattle, wh^n he was 
in the land of Canaan, " the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glor J^ of the Lord shone round 
about them." Needs must the shepherds be afraid, 
when an angel came arrayed in glory, a^ clothed 
their persons in a robe of Kght, ^reat enough to 
confound their senses and scatter their understand* 
ings. But " the angel said unto them. Fear not ; for 
I bring unto you tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is born this day, in the 
city of David, a Savior, ^hich is Christ the Lord.** 
The shepherds needed not be invited to go see this 
glorious sight ; but lest their fancy should jdse up to 
an expectation of a prince as externally glorious, as 
might b^ hoped for upon the consequence of so glo^ 
rious an apparition, the angel, to prevent the mis- 
take, told them of a sign, whi^, indeed, was no 
other than the thing signified ; but yet was there- 
fore n sign, because it was so remote from the com^ 
mon probability and expectation of such a birth, 
Ihat, by being a miracle, so great a prince should 
be bom so poorly, it became an instrument to sig^ 
nify itself, and all the other parts of mysterious con* 
sequence. For the angel said, << This shaS be a 
sign unto you. Ye shall find the babe wrapt inii wad* 
d£f)g-clothes, lying in a maimer." 
• But as light, when it first begii^: to gild ^ east, 
scatters indeed the darkness froni the earth, but 
ceases not to increase its flame, till it hath made 
perfect day ; so it happened now, in this apparition 
of the angel of light: he appeared and told ms mes- 
sage, and did shine, but the light arose higher and 
higher, till midnight was as bright as mid-day. For 
<f suddenly there was with the angel 9, multitude of 
tfie heavenly host; and after the angel had told hit 
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message in plain song, tbe whole chorus joined in 
descant, and sang an hymn to the tune and sense of 
Heaven, where glory is paid to God in eternal and 
never-ceasitig offices, and whence good- will descends 
upon men in perpetual and never-stopping torrents. 
Their song was,." Glory be to God on high, on earth 
peace, good-will towards men :" by this song not 
only referring to the strange peace, whicl^at that 
time put all the world in ease ; but to the grAt peace 
which this new-born Prince should make between 
his Father and all mankind. 

As soon as these blessed choristers had sung their 
Christmas carol, and taught the church an hymn to 
put into her offices for ever in the anniversary of 
this festivity, " the angels returned into heaven," and 
** the shepherds went to Bethlehem, to see this thing, 
which die Lord had made known unto them. And 
they ^kme with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the babe lying in a manger.'* Just as the angel 
had prepteired their expectation, they foind the nar- 
rative verified, and saw the. glory and the mystery 
of it by that representnjent, which was made by the 
hcavedy ministers, seeing God througlyhe veil of a 
cMd's flefeh, the heir of Heaven wrapt m swaddling- 
cloth^, and a person, to whom the angel did minis- 
ter, laid in a manger ; and they beheld, and wonder- 
ed, and worshipped. 

But as precious liquor, warmed and heightened 
by a fianle, first crowns the vessel, and then dances 
over its brim into die fire, increasing thgi cause of 
its own motion and exjraxagancy ; so i^ happened 
^ to the shepherds, whose hearts being jfilled with- the "^ 
* oil of gladness^tip untcf the brim, the joy ran over, 
as being too big to be confined in their own breasts, 
and did communicate itself, growing ^eater by such "^"^ 
dissemination.^ For « ^Athen they had seen:tti^^y 
made knowa abroad the saying, which tvas^lcdd 
them concemiBig this child, ot^," as weB^hey 
, ■ ••' ■ 

Digitized by Google 



24 THE LIFE OF JESUS^RIST. 

mighty "all that heard it, wondered." But Mary, 
having first changed her joy into wonder, turned 
her wonder into entertainments of the mystery, and 
the mystery into a fruition and cohabitationjwithit: 
For "Mary kept all these sayrnss, and pondered 
them in her heart." And the shepherds liaving seen 
what the angels did upon the publicaticHi o( the news, 
which less concerned them than us, had learnt their 
duty, t* sing an honor to God for the nativity of 
Christ : for ** the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things, that they had heard 
and seen, as it was told unto them." 

But the angels had told the shepherds, that the 
nativity was "glad tidings of great joy unto all 
people ;" and, that " the havens might declare the 
glorv of God, and the firmament show his handy- 
work;" this also was told abroad, even to the Gen- 
tiles, by a siffn from heaven, by the message of a 
star. For there was a prophecy of Balaam, fa- 
mous in a^ the eastern country, and recorded by 
Moses, " Tllerelihall come a star out of Jacob, and 

sceptre shall arise out of Israel. Out of Jacob 
shall come he that shall have dominion," Num. xxiv; 
17; which *althouffh in its first sense it signified 
David, who was the conqueror of the Moabites \ 'p 
yet, in its more mysterious and chiefly intended 
sense, it related to the Son of David. And, in ex- 

Eectation of the event of this prophecy, the Ara- 
ians, the sonsjof Abraham by jKeturah, whos^ 
portion given by their patriarch was gold, frankin-> 
x^ense, and myrrh, who were great lovers of astron- 
omy, did *witn diligence •expect the revelation of a 
mighty prince in Judea at such time, when a mirac- ' 
ulous and extraordinary star should appear. And 
therefore, " when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, in the day^ of Herod the king, there came 
wise men," inspired by God, taught bjiiart, ai I per- 
suaded by prophecy, ^ from ihib East to Jerusalem, 
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saying, Where is he that is- born King of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star in tfa» East, and are come 
to worship him." 

This star did not trouble Herod, till the Levantine 
princes expounded the mysteriousness of it, and 
said it declared a " king to be born in Jewry," and 
that the star was his, not applicable4e-afiy signifi- 
cation but of a king's birth. And -therefore, al- 
though' it was nd prodigy nor comet, foretelling dis- 
eases, plagues, war, and death, but only the happy 
birth of a most excellent prince; yet it brought 
af&ightment to Herod and all Jerusalem : for ''.when 
Herod the Kin^ had heard these things, he was 
troubled, and aU Jerusali!i|t) with him.'' And think- 
ing that the question of the kmgdom was now in 
dispute, and an heir sent froii|| heaven to lay chai- 
rs lenge to it, who brought a star and the letming* 
of the east with him, for evidence and probation 
of his title, Herod thought there was no security 
to his usut*ped possession, unless he could rescind 
the decrees of Heaven, and reverse the results and 
eternal counsels of predestination. And he was 
resolved to venture it, first by craft, and then by 
I vioknce. 

And first, '< he calls the chief priests and scribes 
of the people together, and demanded of them, 
where Christ should be bom ;" and found, by their 
joint detennination, that Bethlehem of Judea was 
the place, designed by ancient prophecy and God's 
decree. Next, he inquired of the wise men con- "^ 
cerning the star, but privily, what time it ap- 
peared. For the star had. not motion certain and 
regular, by the laws of nature; but it so guided 
the wise men in their jodtney, that it stood when 
they stood, moved not when they rested, and went 
forward when they were able, making no more 
haste than they did, who carried much of the busi- 
ness and employment of the star along with them. 
C 
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But rrhea Herod was satisfied ia his ques^ons^^ be 
sent them to ^thlebem/' with instructiGns ** to search 
diligently for the young child, and to bring him 
word," pretending that he would " come and wor- 
ship him also." 

The wise men prosecuted the business of their 
journey^ and f* having heard the king, they departed ; 
and the star," (which, as it seems, attended their 

- moti(Hi,) " went before, them, until it came and stood 
over where the young child was ;" where, " when 
tl^ey saw the^ star, they rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy:" — ^such a joy as is usual to wearied iJ^^ 
Slers, when they are .^eripg^into th^ir inn; s^h 
a joy^ as/when our hopefi§and greatest longings ^re 
laying hold upon the proper object of their desires, 
a joy of certaintynmmediately before the posses- 
^^sion^for that is tne greatest joy, which possesses - 
before it is satisfied, and rejoices with a joy not 
abated by the surfeits of possession, but heightened 
with all the apprehensions and fancies of hope, and 
the n^hborhood of fruition ; a joy of nature,, of 
wonder, and of religion. And now their hearts 
labored with a throng c^ spirits and passions, and 
ran into the house, to the embracement of Jesus, 
even before' their feet: but " when they were come 
into, the house, they saw the young Child, with 
Mary his mother." And possibly their expectation 
was something lessened, and their wonder heighten- 
. dd, when they saw their hope empty of pomp and 

<- gaiety, the great King's throne to be a manger, a 
stable to his chamber of presence, a thin courts Wl 
no ministers, and the king himself a pretty babe; and, 
but that he had a star over his head, nothing to dii»- 
tinguish him from the common condition of x^hildren, 
or to excuse him from the miseries of a poor and 
empty fortune. 

This did not scandalize those wise pentons; but, 
being convinced by that testimony from heayen» and 

• 
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the umoh of all circumstances, <*they fell down and 
-worshipped him/' after the manner of the Easter- 
lings^ when they do veneration to their kings ; not 
with an empty * Ave,' and gay blessing of fine words, 
hut " they bring presents, and come into his courts ;" 
for "when they had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto him gifts, gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh." And if these gifts were mysterious, beyond 
the acknowledgment of him to be the King of the 
Jews, and Christ, that should conne into the world ; 
franldncens^ might signify him to be acknowledged 
a God, myrrh to be a man, and gold to be a king: 
unless we choose by gold to signify the acts of mer- 
cy ; by myrrh, the chastity of minds and purity of 
our bodies, to the incorruption of which myrrh iy 
especially instrumental; and by incense we intend 
our prayers, as the most apt presents and oblations 
to the honor and service of this young King, Phil- 
iv- 18; Psalm cxlL 2; Rev. v. 8. But however the 
&nci^» of religion may represent variety of ideas, 
the act of adoration was direct and religious, and 
the myrrh was medicinal to Ins tender body; the in^ 
cense possibly no more than was necessary in a 
stable, the first throne of his humility; and the gold 
was a good antidote against the present indigences 
of his poverty :' presents such as were used in all the 
Levant, (especially in Arabia and Saba, to which the 
growth of myrrh and frankincense were proper,) in 
their addresses to their God:;i9in<l..tp their king; and 
were instruments with which, under the veil of fleshy 
they worshipped the eternal Word ; the wisdom of 
God, under infant innocency ; the almighty power, in 
so great weakness ; and under the lowliness of human 
nature, the altitude of majesty and the infinity of di- 
vine glory. And so was verified the prediction of 
the prophet Esaias, under the type of tne son of tht. 
prophetess, "Before a child shall have knowte^o.to 
cry. My father and my mother, he rfiall-^iftj^, -th© 
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Bpoi] of Damascus and Samaria from before the king 
of Assjo-ia," Isa. viii. 4. 

When they had paid the tribute of their offerings 
and adoration^ '<' being warned In their sleep by. an 
angel, not to return to Herod, they returned into their 
own copntrv another- way;" where, having been 
satisfied witn the pleasures of religion, and taught 
by that rare demonstration which was made by 
Christ, how man's happiness did nothing at all con- 
sist in the afBuence of worldly possessions, or the 
tumors of honor; having seen the eternal Son of 
God poor and weak, and unclothed of all exterior 
ornaments; they renounced the. world, s^nd retired 
empty into the recesses of religion, and the delights 
of phibsophy. 

Cansidertaions upon the Apparition of the Angels to 
the Shepherds, 

When the angels saw that come to pass, which 
Gabriel, that great ambassador, of God, na4 declar 
ed ; that which had been prayed for and expected 
four thousand years; and that, by the merits of this 
new-born Prince, their younger brethren and inferi- 
6rs in the order of intelUgent creatures were now to 
be redeemed, that men should partake the glories of 
their secret habitations, and should fill up those void 
places, which the fall of Lucifer and the third part 
of the stars had made, their joy was as great as their 
understanding ; and these mouiitains did leap with 
joy, because the valleys were filled with benediction, 
and a fruitful shower from heai'Vf^n, And. if, at the 
conversion of one sinner, there is jubilation, and a 
festival k^t among the angels, how* great shall we 
il!nagine this rejoicing to b^, when salvation and re- 
demption was sent to all the world ! But we also, to 
whom the joy did more personally relate, (for they 
rejoiced for our sakes,) should learn to estimate the 
grace.done us, and believe there is something very 
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extraordinary in the pieCy and salvation of ftmaiii 
whra the angels, who in respect of us are uncoa- 
oerned in the communications^ rejoice with the joy 
of conquerors, or persons suddenly ransomed from 
tortures and death. 

But the angels also had other motions : for besides 
the pleasures of that joy» which they had in beholdipg 
human nature so JiigMy exalted, and that God was 
man, and man was God ; they were transported with 
admiration at the ineffable counsel of God's predes- 
tination, prostrating themselves with adoration and 
modestv, seeing God so humble^ and man so ohang" 
ed, and so full of charity, that God stooped to' the 
condition of man, and man was inflamed beyond the 
love of seraphim, and was ifnade more knowing than 
cherubim, more established than thrones, more hap- 
py than all the orders of angels. The issue of this 
consideration teaches us to learn their charity, and 
to exterminate all the intimations and beginnings of 
envy, that we may as much rejoice at ue good of 
others as of ourselves : for then we love good for 
God's sake, when we love good, wherever God hath 
placed it : and that joy is charitable, which overflows 
our neigbbojs' fields, when ourselves are unconcern- 
ed in the personal accruments ; for so we are "^ made 
partakers of all that fear of Grod," when charity 
unites their joy to ours, as it makes us partakers of 
their common sufferings. 

And now the angels, who had adored the holy 
Jesus in heaven, come also to pay their homage to 
him upon earth; and laying aside their flaming 
swbrds, they take into their hands instruments of 
music, and sing, '< Glory be to God on high." First 
signifying to us, that the incarnation of the holy Jesus 
was a very great instrument of the glorification of 
Gk>d ; and those divine perfections, in which he 1$ 
chiefly pleased to ccmimunicate himself to us, were 
in nothing manifested so much as in the mysterious- 
6 2 
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ness of this work. Secondly : and in vain doth man 
satisfy himself with complacencies and ambitious de» 
mgns upon earth,- when he sees before him God in 
the form of a servant, humble, and poor, and orying, 
and an infant full of need and weakness. 

But God hath pleased to reconcile his glory with 
our eternal benefit; and that also was part of the 
angels' rfong, " In earth, peace to men of good will.** 
For now we need not, with Adam, to fly from the 
presence of the I^rd, saying, " I heard thy voice, 
and I was afraid, and hid myself;" for he, from 
whom our sins made us once to fly, now weeps, and 
is an infant in his mother^s arms, seeking strange 
means to be reconciled to us; hath forgotten all his 
anger, and is swallowed up with love, and encircled 
With irradiatipns of amorous affections and good 
will : and the effects of this good will are not referred 
only to persons of herolcal and eminent graces and 
operations, of vast and expensive charities, of pro- 
digious abstinences, of eremitical retirements, of 
ascetical diet, of perfect religion, and canonized per- 
sons ; but to all " men of good wiD," whose souls are 
hallowed with holy purposes and pious desires, though, 
the beauties of the religion and holy thoughts were 
not spent in exterior acts, nor called out by the op- 
portunities of a rich and expressive fortune. 

But here we know, where the seat and regiment 
of peace is placed, and all of it must pass by us and 
descend upon us, as duty and rewurd. It proceeds 
from the Word incarnate, from the Son of God, un- 
dertaking to reconcile us to his Father ; and it is 
ministered and consigned unto us by every event and 
act of Providence, whether it be deciphered in char- 
acters of paternal indulgence, or of correction, or 
absolution. For that is not peace from above, to 
have all things according to our human and natural 
wishes; but to be in favor with God, that is peace; 
always remembering, that to be chastised by him is 
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iiot a certain testimony of his mere wrath, but to aD 
his servants a character of love and of paternal pro* 
Tision, since " he chastises every son, whom he re- 
, ceives." Whosoever seeks to avoid all this worid's 
adversity, can never find peace ; but he only who 
hath resolved all his affections, and placed them in 
the heart of God ; he who denies his own will, and 
hath killed self-love, and all those enemies within, 
that make afflictions to become miseries indeed, and 
full of bitterness ; he only enjoys this peace ; and in 
proportion to every man's mortification and self* 
denial, so are the degrees of his peace. And this is 
the peace, which the angel proclaimed at the enun- 
ciation 'of that birth, which taught humility, and con- 
tempt of things below, and all their vainer glories, 
by the greatest argument in the world, even the 
poverty of God incarnate. And if God sent his own, 
natural, only^begotten and beloved Son, in all the 
dresses of poverty and contempt ; that person is vain, 
who thinks God will love him better, than he loved 
his own Son, or that he will express his love any 
other or gentler way, than to make him partaker of 
the fortune of his eldest Son. There is one other 
postern to the dwellings of peace, and that, is " good 
will to men ;" for so much charity as we have to 
others, such a measure of peace also we may enjoy 
at home : for peace was only proclaimed to " men 
of eood will," to them that are at peace with God 
ana all the world. 

. But the angel brought the message to shepherds, 
to persons simple, and mean, and humble ; persons 
likely to be more apprehensive of the mystery, and 
less of the scandal, of the poverty of the Messias : 
for they whose custom or aflfections dwell in secular 
pomps, who are. not used by charity or humilitv to 
stoop to an evenness and consideration of tneir 
brethren of equal natures, though of unequal for- 
tunes, are persons, of all the world, most indisposed 
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and removed from the understanding of spiritual 
excellencies, especially when they do not come 
clothed with advantages of the world, and of such 
beauties which they admire. God himself in pover- , 
ty, comes in a prejudice to them that love riches, 
and simplicity is folly to crafty persons; a mean 
birth is an ignoble stain, beggary is a scandal, and 
the cross an unanswerable objection. But the an- 
gel's moral in the circumstance of his address, and 
inviting the poor shepherds to Bethlehem, is, that 
none are fit to come to Christ but those, who are 

Eoor in spirit, despisers of the world, simple in their 
earts, without craft and secular designs; and there- 
fore neither did the angel tell the story to Herod, 
nor to the scribes and phariisees, whose ambition 
had ends contradictory to the simplicity and poverty 
of the birth of Jesus. 

These shepherds, when they conversed with an- 
gels, were " watching over their flocks by night ;" 
ho revellers, but in a paix^ul and dangerous- employ- 
ment, the work of an honest calling, securing their 
folds against incursions of wild oeasts, which in 
those countries are not seldom or unfrequent And 
Christ being the great Shepherd, (and possibly for 
the analogy's sake, the sooner manifested to shep- 
herds,) hath made his ministers overseers of their 
fkK^ks, distinguished in their particular folds, and 
conveys the mysteriousness of his kingdom, first to 
the pastors, and by their ministry, to the flocks. 
But although all of them be admitted to the ministry, 
yet those only to the interior recesses and nearer 
imitations of Jesus, who are watchful over their 
flocks, assiduous in their labors, pabful in their 8u£» 
ferings, present in the dangers of the sh^p, ready 
to interpose their persons and sacrifice their lives ; 
tiiese are shepherds, who first converse with angels, 
and finally shaU enter into the presence of the LonL 
But, ^sides this symbol, we are taught ip the sigm« 
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fications of the letter, that he that is diUgent in tho 
business of an honest calling, is then doing service 
to God ; and a work so pleasing to him, who hath 
appointed the sons of men to labor, that to these 
shepherds he made a return and recompense, by the 
conversation of an angel ; and hath advanced the 
reputation of an honest and a mean employment to 
such a testimony of acceptance, that no honest per- 
son, though busied in meaner offices, niay ever here- 
after, in the estimation of .Christ's disciples, become 
contemptible. 

The signs which the angel gave to discover the 
babe, were no marks of lustre and vanity ; but they 
should find, 1. a babe, 2. swaddled, 3. lying in a 
manger: the first a testimony of his humility; the 
second, of his pover^ ; the third, of his incommod- 
ity and uneasiness ; for Christ came to combat the 
whole body of sin, and to destroy every province 
of Satan's kingdom; for these are direct antinomies 
to " the lusts of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life." Against the first, Christ opposed 
his hard and uneasy lodging ; agahist the second* 
the poorness of his swaddling-bands and mantle; 
and the third is combated by the great dignation 
and descent of Christ, from a throne of majesty to 
the state of a sucking babe. And these are the first 
lessons he hath taught us for our imitation; which 
that we may the better do, as we must take him for 
our pattern, so also for our helper, and pray to the 
holy Child, and he will not only teach us, but also 
give us power and ability. 

The Prayer. 

O blessed and eternal Jesu, at whose birth the 
choirs of angels sang praises to God, and proclaim- 
ed peace to men, sanctify my will and inferior af- 
fections; make me to be within the conditions of 
peace, that I be holy and mortified, a despiser of 
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th^ wbrld and exterior vanities, humHe ewid ehOtt^ 
itable ; that by thy eminent example I may to ii& 
fixed in the designs and prosecution of the ends of 
•God and a blissml eternity, that I be unmoved with 
the terrors of the world, unaltered with its allui^- 
ments and seductions, not amWliotis of its honor^ 
not desirous of its fullness and plenty ; but make na^ 
diligent in the employment thou givest me, faithftd 
in discharge of my truSt, modest in my desires, coin 
tent in the issues of thy providence ;^ thftt in such 
dispositions I may receive and entertain visitatipms 
from heaven, and revelations of the mysteries and 
blisses evangelical ; that by such directions I fnay 
be brought into thy presence, there to see thy beau- 
ties and admire thy graces, and imitate all th^ inii- 
table excellencies, and rest in thee for eve?r ; in thisp 
World, by the perseverance of a holy and ciom- 
fortable life, arid in the world to come, in the parti- 
cipation of thy essential glories and felicities, O 
blessed and eternal Jesus ! - 

Considerations of the Epiphany qf the Blessed Jesus 
by a StaVf and the Aaoration (f Jesus by the BasU 
em Magi 

God, who is the* universal Father of all tn&n, at 
the nativity of the Messias gave notice of it to aB 
the world, as they were represented by the grand 
division of Jews and Gentiles ; to the Jewish <shq>- 
herds by an angel, to the Eastern Magi by a star. 
For the Gospel is of universaL dissemination, not 
confined within the limits of a national prerogative, 
but Catholic and diffused. As God's love was, so 
was the dispensation of it, " without I'espect of 
persons :" for all, being included under the curse of 
sin, were to him equal and indifferent, tindistinguish 
able objects of .;nercy. And Jesus, descended of 
the Jews, was also "the expectation of the Genr 
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tSes," and therefore caxhmimicated to all : the grace 
.of God being like the air we breathe ; and ** it hadi 
Appeared to all mea/' saith St P^ul ; but the con- 
veyances and communications of it were different/ 
in the degrees of clarity and illustration. The an- 
;gel told the shepherds the story of the nativity plain- 
ly and literally : the star invited the wise men by its 
rareness and preternatural apparition; to which also, 
as by a foot-path, they had been l6d by the prophecy 
of Balaam. 

But here first the grace of God prevents us^ with- 
.out him we can do nothing ; he lays the first stone 
in every spiritual building, and then expects, by that 
strength he first gave us, that we make the super* 
structures. But as a stone, thrown into a river, first 
moves the water, and disturbis its surface into a cir- 
cte, and then its own force wafts the neighboring 
drops into a larger figure by its proper weight ; so 
is the grace of God the first principle of our spiritu- 
al motion ; and when it moves us into its own figure, 
and hath actuated and ennobled our ilatural powers 
by the influence of that first incentive, we continue 
tiie motion, and enlar^ the progress. But as the 
circle on the face of the waters grows weaker, till 
it hath smoothed itself into a natural and even cur- 
r«3t, unless the force be renewed or continued ; so 
does all our natural endeavor, when first set a-work 
by God's preventing grace, decline to the imperfec- 
tion of its own kind, unless the same force be made 
energetical and operative, by the continuation and 
renewing of the cfan^e supernatural Infiuence. 

And Aerefore the Eastern Magi, being first raised 
Axp into wonder and curiosity by the apparition of 
w star, were venr far from finding Jesus by such 
general and indefinite signifioationd ; but then the 
goodness- of God's grace increased its own influence , 
for an inspii^ion from the Spirit of God admonish- 
ed them to observe the star, showted the star, th«it 
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they might find it, taught them to acknowledge i!, 
instructSd them to understand its purpose, and in- 
vited them to follow it, and never left them till they 
had found the holy Jesus. Thus also God deals with 
us. He gives us the first grace, and adds the sec- 
ond ; he enlightens our understandings, and actuates 
our faculties, and sweetly allures us by the proposi- 
tion of rewards, and wounds us with the arrows of 
his love, and inflames us with fire from heaven; 
ever giving us new assistances, or increasing the 
old, refreshing us with comforts, or arming us with 
patience ; sometimes stirring our affections by the 
. lights held out to our understanding, sometimes bring- 
ing confirmation to our understanding by the motion 
of our affections, till, by variety of means, we at 
last arrive at Bethlehem, in the service and enter* 
tainments of the holy Jesus ; which we shall certainly 
do, if we follow theinvitations of grace and exterior 
assistances, which arc given us to instruct us, to help 
us, and to invite us, but not to force our endeavors 
and co-operations. 

As it was an unsearchable wisdom, so it was an 
immeasurable grace of providence and dispensation 
which God did exhibit to the wise men ; to them, as 
to all men, disposir^ the ministries of his grace 
sweetly, and by proportion to the capacities of the 
persons suscipient. For God called the Gentiles by- 
such means, which their customs and learning had 
made prompt and easy. For these magi were great 
philosophers and astronomers, and therefore God 
sent a miraculous star, to invite and lead them to a 
new and more glori6us light, the lights of grace and 
glory. And God so blessed them in following the 
star, to which their innocent curiosity and national 
customs were apt to le$id them, that their custom 
was changed to grace, and their leamifig heighrtened 
with inspiration ; and God crowned all with a spir* 
itual and gloi^ous event* It was not much unlike^ 
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which God did to the princes and diviners among 
the Philistines, who sent the ark back with five 
golden emrods and five golden mice ; an act pro- 
portionable to the custom and sense of their nation 
and religion : yet God accepted their opinion and 
divination to the utmost end they designed it, and 
took the plagues of emrods and mice from them. 
For oftentimes the custom or the philosophy of the 
opinions of a nation are made instrumental, through 
God's acceptance, to ends higher than they can 

Sroduce by their own energy and intendment. And 
lus the astrological divinations of the magi were 
turned into the order of a greater design than the 
whole art could- promise, their employment being 
altered into grace, and nature into a miracle. But 
then, wheii the wise men were brought by this 
means, and had seen Jesus, then God takes ways 
more immediate and proportionable to the kingdom 
of grace ; the next time, God speaks to them by an 
angel. For so is God's usual manner, to bring us 
to him ; first, by ways agreeable to us ; and then to 
increase, by ways agreeable to himself. And when 
he hath furnished us with new capacities, he gives 
new lights, in order to more perfect employments : 
and, •* to him that hath, shall be given fdl measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, and running over ;" 
the eternal kindness of God being like the sea, which 
delights to run in its old channel, and to fill the hol- 
lownesses of the earth, which itself hath made, and 
hath once watered. 

Although God, to second the generous design of 
these wise personages in their inquiry of the new 
prince, made the star to guide them through the 
difficulties of their journey ; yet when they came to 
Jerusalem, the star disappeared ; Grod so resolving 
to try their faith, and the activity of their desires ; 
to demonstrate to them that God is the Lord of all 
his creatures, and a voluntary dispenser of his own 
D 
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favors^ and can as well take them away as indulge 
them ; and to engage them upon the use of ordinary 
means and ministries, when they are to be had : for 
now the extraordinary and, miraculous guide for a 
time did cease ; that they, being at Jerusdem, might 
inquire of them, whose office and profession of sa- 
cred niysteries did oblige them to publish the Mes- 
sias. For God is so great a lover of order, so 
regular and certain an exactor of us to use those 
ordinary ministries of his own appointing, that he, 
having used the extraordinary but a^ architects do 
frames of wood, to support the arches till they be 
built, takes them away when the worjt is ready, and 
leaves us to those other of his designation; and 
hatb given such efficacy to these, that they are as 

?3rsuasive and operative as a miracle; and St. 
aul's sermon would convert as many, as if Moses 
should rise from the grave. And now the doctrines 
of Christianity have not only the same truth, but 
the same evidence and virtue also, tibey had in the 
midst of those prime demonstrations, extraordinary 
by miracle and prophecy, if men were equally dis- 
posed. 

When they were come to the doctors of the Jews, 
they asked confidently, and with great openness, 
under the ear and eye of a tyrant prince, bloody 
and timorous, jealous and ambitious, " Where is he 
that is born JKing of the Jews?" and so gave evi- 
dence of their faith, of their magnanimity, and 
fearless confidence and profession of it, and of their 
love of the mystery and object, in pursuance of 
which they had taken so troublesome and vexatious 
journeys: and besides that they upbraided the te- 
pidity and infidel baseness of the Jewish nation, who 
stood unmoved and unconcerned by all the circum- 
stances of wonder, and stirred not one step to make 
inquiry after, or to visit the new-bom mng; they 
also teach us to be cgpen and confident in our reh- 
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gion and faith, and not to consider our temporal^ 
-vrhen they once come to contest against our religious 
interests. 

The doctors of the Jews told the wise men, where 
Ohrist was to be born ; the magi, they address them- 
selves with hast^ to see him and to worship, and the 
doctors themselves stir not ; God not only serving 
himself with truth, out of the mouths of impious 
persons, but magnifying the recesses of his counsel, 
and wisdohi, and piredestination ; who uses the same 
doctrine to glorify himself and to confound his ene- 
mies, to save the scholars, and to condemn the tu- 
tors, to instruct one, and upbraid the other ; making 
it an instrument of faith, and a conviction of infi- 
delity : the sermons of the doctors, in such cases, 
b^ing like the spoils of beavers, sheep, and silk- 
worms, designed to clothe others, and are made the 
occasions of their own nakedness, and the causes 
of their death. But as it is a demonstration of the 
Divine wisdom, so it is of human follv ; there being 
no greater imprudence in the world, than to do 
others advantage, and to neglect our own. If thou 
doest well unto thyself, men will speak good of thee ; 
but if thou be like ^ channel in a garden, through 
which the water runs to cool and moisten the herKs, 
but nothing for its own use, thou buildest a fortune 
to them iipon the ruins of thine own house, while, 
^ after thy preaching to' others, thou thyself dost be- 
come a cast-away." 

When tha wise men departed from Jerusalem, the 
star again appeared, and they rejoiced -with exceed- 
ng great joy; and, indeed, to new converts, and 
persons in their first addresses to the worship of 
God, such spiritual and exterior comforts are often 
indulged; because then God judges them to be 
most necessary, as being invitations to duty by the 
entertainments of our aflfections with such sweet- 
nesses, which represent the glory of the reward, by 
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the antepasts and refreshments dispensed er^ in tbe 
ruggedness of the way, and incoinmodities qt tiie 
journey. All other delights are the pleasures of 
l)easts, or the sports of child I'en ; these are the ante* 
pasts, and preventions of the full feasts and overflow- 
ings of eternity. 

When they came to Bethlehem, and the star point 
ed them to a stable, they ^riAered in j and being en- 
lightened with a divine ray, proceediM from the 
face of the holy Child, and seeing through the cloud, 
and passmg through the scandal of his fnean lodgr- 
ing and poor cojidition, they bowed- thernselves. to 
the earth; first giving theois^lve^ ap oblatipn to this 
great King, then they made offering pf tjieir giftsi j 
for a man's person is first accepted, thep his gi^ 
God first regarded Abel, anci then aooeptpd hlis of- 
fering : which we are best taught to understand by 
the present instance ; for it me$ins no more, but that 
all outward services and oblations are made accepts 
able by the prior presentation of an inward sacri- 
fice. If we have first presented ourselves, then our 
gift is pleasant, as coming but to express the truth 
of the first sacrifice; but if our persons be not first 
made a holocaust to God, the lesser oblaticms of 
outward presents are like sacrifices without salt and 
fire, nothing to make them pleasant or religious. For 
all other senses of this proposition charge upon God 
the distinguishing and acceptation of persons, against 
which he solemnly protests : God regards no man's 
person, but according to the doing rf his duty ; but 
then God is said first to accept the person, and then 
the gift, when the person is first sanctified and given 
to God bv the vows and habits of a holy life ; and 
then all the actions of his religion are homogeneal 
to their principle, and accepted by the acceptation 
of the man. 

And thus, in one view and two instances, God 
hath cbrawn all the world to himself by his son Jesus, 
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in. the instance of the shepherds and the Arabian 
magi, Jews and Gentiles, learned and unlearned, 
rich and poor, noble and ignoble ; that in him all na- 
tions, and all conditions, and all families^ and all 
persons, might be blessed ; having called all by one 
star or other, by natural reason, or by the secrets 
of philosophy ; by the revelations of the gospel, or 
by the ministry of angels; by the illuminations of 
the spirit, or by the sermons ancl dictates of spirit- 
ual fathers; and hath consigned this lesson to us, 
that we must never appear before the Lord empty, 
offering gifts to him, by the expenses or by the af- 
fections of charity; either the worshipping of the 
oblations of religion, either the riches oi the world 
or the love of the soul : for if we cannot bring gold 
-with the rich Arabians, we may, with the poor 
shepherds, come and "kiss the Son, lest he be an- 
gry;" and in all cases come and "serve him with 
fear and reverence," and spiritual rejoicings. 

Tke Prayer, 

Most holy Jesu, thou art the glory of thy neople 
Israel, and a light to the Gentiles, and wert pleased 
to call the Gentiles to the adoration and knowledge 
of thy sacred person, and laws, communicating the 
inestimable riches of thy holy discipline to all, with 
an universal undistinguishing love; give unto Us 
spirits docible, pious, prudent, and ductile, that no 
motion or invitation of grace be ineffectual, but may 
produce excellent effects upon us, and the secret 
whispers of Uiy spirit may prevail upon our affec- 
tions, in order to piety and obedience, as certainly 
as the loudest and most clamorous sermons of the 
gospel. Create in us such excellencies, as are fit 
to be presented to thy glorious Majesty ; accept of 
the oblation of myself, and my entire services: but 
be thou pleased to verify my offering, and secure 
the possession to thyself, that the enemy may not 
D2 
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pollute the" sacrifice, or divide the gift, or questiaci 
the title: but that I maybe wholly thine, and far 
ever, clarify my understanding, sanctify my will, ro^ 
plenish my memory with* arguments of piety; then 
shall I present to thee an dilation rich and precious, 
as the treble gift of the Levantine princes. Lord, 1 
am thine, reject me not from thy favor, exclude m« 
not from thy presence ; then shall I serve thee all 
the days of my life, and partake of the glories of thy 
kingdom, in which thou reignest gloriously and eter- 
nally. Amea. 



SECTION IV. 

Of the Circumcision of Jesus^ and his Presentation in 
the Temple, 

AiTD now the blessed Savior of the world b^gan 
to do the work of his mission and oqr redemption : 
and because man had prevaricated all the divine 
commandments, to which all human nature respec- 
tively to the persons of several capacities was obliged, 
and therefore the whole nature was obnoxious to 
the just rewards of its demerits ; first, Christ was to 
put that nature he had assumed, into a savable con- 
dition, by fulfilling his Father's preceptive will, and 
then to reconcile it actually, by suffering the just 
deservings of its prevarications. He therefore ad- 
dresses himself to all the parts of an active obedi* 
ence ; " and when eight days were accomplished for 
the circumcising of the Child," he exposed his tender 
body to the sharpness of the circumcising stone, and 
shed his blood in drops, giving an earnest of those 
rivers, which he did afterwards pour out for the 
cleansing all human nature, and extinguishing the 
wrath of God 

He that had no sin, nor was conceived by natural 
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M^erdtion, could have no adherences to his void of 
Dody,'#faich heeded to be pared away by a rite, 
ahd cteanseii by a mystery ; neither, indeed, do we 
find it expressed, tiiat circumcision was ordained 
fbir abditionor pardon of original sin, (it is indeed 
|>T06iuned so;) but it was instituted to be a seal of a 
doveiMuit between God and Abraham, and Abra^ 
hiim's posterity, '<a seal of the righteousness of 
f»itb,'Vand therefore was not improper for him to 
MvSeri who was the child of Abraham, and who was 
the Pritioe of the covenant, iand ^ the Author and 
Finisher of that faith,'' which was consigned to 
Abraham in circumcision. But so mysterious were 
all the actions of Jesus, that this one served many 
ends. For, 1. It gave demonstration of the verity 
of homah nature. 2. So he began to fulfil the law. 
8. And took from himself the scandal of uncircum- 
clsion, which would eternally have prejudiced the 
Jews against his entertainment and communion. 4. 
And then he took upon him that name, which de^ 
claimed him to be the Savior of the world ; which, as 
it was consummate in the blood of the cross, so was 
it inaugurated in the blood of circumcision : for 
** when the eight days were accomplished for cir- 
cumcising of the Child, his name was called Jesus." 
But this holy-family, who had laid up their jovs in 
the eyes and heart of God, lorded, till they might be 
permitted an address to the temple, that there they 
might present the holy Babe unto his Father ; and 
indeed that he, who had no other, might be brought 
to his own house. For although, while he was a 
child, he did differ nothing from a servant, yet he 
was the Lord of the place: it was his Father's 
house, and he was " the Lord of all." And there- 
fore, " when the days of the purification were ac- 
complished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to pre- 
sent him to the Lord," to whom he was holv, a» 
being the first-born ; the " first-born of his mother," 
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the ** only begotten Son of his Father," and ^ the 
first-born of every creature." And they ** did with 
him according to the law of Moses, offering a pur 
of turtle doves" for his redemption. 

But there was no public act about this holy CfaikI, 
but it was attended by something miraculous and 
extraordinary. And, at this instant, the Spirit of 
God directed a holy person into the temple, that he 
miffht feel the fulfilling of a prophecy made to him- 
self, that he might, hdfoTe his death, ** behold the 
Lord's Christ," and embrace " the glory and conso- 
lation of Israel, and the light of the Gentiles,'^ in his 
arms : for old ^* Simeon came by the Spirit into the 
temple ; and when the parents Drought in the child 
Jesus, then took he him up in his arms, and blessed 
Grod," and prophesied, and spake glorious things of 
that Child, and things sad and glorious concerning 
his mother ; that the ^' child was set for the rising 
and falling of many in Israel, for a sign that should 
be spoken against ;" and the bitterness of that con- 
tradiction should pierce the heart of the holy Vir- 
gin-mother like a sword, that her joy at the present 
accidents might be attempered with present revela- 
tion of her future trouble, and the excellent favor of 
being the mother of God might be crowned with the 
reward of martyrdom, and a mother's love be raised 
up to an excellency great enough to make her suffer 
the bitterness of being transfixed with his love and 
sorrow, as with a sword. 

But old Anna, the prophetess, came also in, fiill 
of years and joy, and found the reward of her long 
prayers and fasting in the temple : the long-Iooked- 
for redemption of Israel was now in the temple, and 
she saw with her eyes the Light of the World, the 
Heir of Heaven, the long-looked-for Messias, whom 
the nations had desired and expected, till their hearts 
were faint, and their eyes dim, with looking farther 
and apprehending greater distances. She also proph 
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esiefd, '^ and gaye thanks unto the Lord* But Joi^iJi 
aiid his mother marvelled at those things^ which 
were spoken of him." 

Considerations upon tke Circumcision of ihe holy 
Child Jesus, 

Wheii eight days were come, the holy Jesus was 
circumcised, and shed the first fruits of his blood; 
ofiering them to God, li^e the prelibation of q ^acri- 
ficoi and earnest of the great seas of eflumon de- 
signed for his passion, not for the expiation of any 
stain himself had contracted; for he was spotless 
as the face of the sun, and had contracted no wrinkle 
from the aged and polluted brow of Adam : but it 
was an act of obedience, and yet of choice and 
voluntary susception, to which no obligation had 
passed upon him in the condition of his own person. 
For, as he was included in the verge of Abraham'? 
posterity, and had put on the common outside of 
his natioUff his parents had intimation enough to pass 
upon him the sacrament of the national covenant, 
and it became an act of excellent obedience : but 
because he was a person extraordinary, and exempt 
from the reasons of circumcision, and himself in 
person was to give period to the rite, therefore it 
was an act of choice in him, and in both the capa- 
cities becomes a precedent of duty to us: in the 
first, of obedience ; in the second, of humility. 

But it is considerable, that the holy Jesus, who 
might have pleaded his exemption, especially in a 
matter of pain and dishonor, yet chose that way, 
which was more severe and regular ; so teaching 
us to be strict in our duties, and sparing in the rights 
of privilege and dispensatioa We pret^wl every 
indisposition of body to excuse us from penal du- 
ties, from fasting, from going to church; and in-* 
stantly we satisfy ourselves with saying, " God wiB 
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have mdrcy, and not sacrifice ;" so making ourselves 
judges of our own privileges, in which commonly 
we are parties against God, and therefore likely to 
pass unequal sentence. It is not an easv argument, 
that will bring us to the severities and rigors of du- 
tv ; but we snatch at occasions of dispensation, and 
therefore possibly may mistake the justice of the op- 
portunities by the importunities of our desires. How- 
ever, if this too much easiness be, in any case, excusa- 
ble from sin, vet, in all cases, it is an argument of in- 
firmity; and the regular observation of the command- 
ment is the surer way to perfection. For not every 
inconvenience of body is fit to be pleaded against the 
inconvenience of losing spiritual advantages, but only 
such, which upon prudent account does intrench upon 
th^laws of charity ; or such, whose consequent is likely 
to be impediment of a duty in a greater degree of 
loss, thati the present omission. For the spirit being 
in many perfections more eminent than the body, aU 
spiritual improvements have the same proportions ; 
so that, if we were just estimators of things, it 
ought not to be less than a greater incommodity to 
the body, which we mean to prevent bv the loss of 
a spiritual benefit, or the omission of a duty; he 
were very improvident, who would lose a finger for 
the good husbandry of saving a ducat ; and it would 
be an unhandsome excuse from the duties of repent- 
ance, to pretend care of the body. The proportions 
and degrees of this are so nice, and of so difficult de- 
termination, that men are more apt to untie the girdle 
of discipline with the loose hands of dispensation 
and excuse, than to strain her too hard by the stric- 
tures and bindings of severity; but the error were the 
surer on this side. 

The blessed Jesus refused not the signature of 
this bloody covenant, though it were the character 
of a sinner ; and did sacramentally rescind the im- 
pure reliques of Adam, and the contractions of evil 
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customs ; which was the greatest descent of humili- , 
ty, that is imaginable, that he should put himself to 
pain to be reckoned amongst sinners, and to have 
their sacraments and their protestations, though his 
innocence was purer than the flames of cherubim. 
But we use arts to seem more righteous than we 
are, desiring rather to be accounted holy, than to be 
so ; as thinking the vanity of reputation more useful 
to us, than the happiness of a remote and far distant 
eternity. But if (as it is said) circumcision was or- 
dained, besides the signing of the covenant, to abol- 
ish the guilt of original sin, we are willing to con* 
fess that ; it being no act of humiliation to confess 
a crime, that all the world is equally guilty of, that 
could not be avoided by our timeliest industry, and 
that serves us for so many endsf in the excuse and 
minbration of our actual impieties : so that, as Dio» 
genes trampled upon Plato's pride with a greater 
fostuousness and humorous ostentation, so we do 
Tvith original sin, declaim against it bitteriy, to save 
the others harmless, and are free in the publication of 
this, that we may be instructed how to conceal the 
actual. The blessed Jesus had in him no principle 
of sini' original nor actual ; and therefore this de- 
signation of his, in submitting himself to the bloody 
covenant of circumcision, which was a just express 
and sacramental abscission of it, was an act of glo- 
rious humility. 

At the circumcision, his parents imposed the holy 
name told to the Virgin by the angel, ♦* his name 
was called Jesus ;" a name above every name. Forf 
in old times, God was known by names of power, 
of nature, of majestv. But his name of mercy was 
reserved till now, wnen God did purpose to pour out 
the whole treasure of his mercy by the mediation 
and ministry of his holy Son. And because God 
gave to the holy Babe the name, in wluch the trea- 
sures of mercy were deposited, and exalted " this 
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name above all names," we are taught that the pur- 
pose of his counsel was, to exalt and magnify his 
mercy above all his other works ; he being delighted 
with this excellent demonstration of it, in the ntis- 
^ion, arid manifestation, and crucifixion, of his Son- 
he hath changed the ineffable name into a name trt- 
terable by man, and desirable by all the world ; the 
majesty is all arrayed in robes of mercy, the tetra- 
grammaton, or adorable mystery of the patriarchs, 
IS made fit for pronunciation and expression, when 
it becometh the name of the Lord^s Christ. And if 
Jehovah be full of majesty and terror, the name 
Jesutf is fuH of i^weetness and mercy. It is Grod 
clothed with circumstances of facility, and opportu- 
nities of approximation. 

This miraculous name is above aD the powers of 
magical enc;hantments, the niffhtly rhes of sorcerers, 
the secrets of Memphis, the arugs of Thessaly, the 
i^lent and mysterious murmurs of the wise Ghaldees, 
tod the spells of ZprOastres. This is the name, at 
\^hiich the devils did tremble, and pay their enforced 
a«d involuntary adorations, by Confessing the Di- 
trnSty, and quitting their poSSfessions anq ujarped 
habitations. If our prayers be made in this Tiame, 
God opens the windows of heaven, and rains down 
benediction : at the mention of this name, the blessed 
apostles, and Hermoine, the dauffhter of St. Philip, 
and Philothens, the son of Theopnila, and St. Hila- 
rion, and St Paul the Eremite, and innumerable 
Other lights, who followed hard after the Sun of 
Righteousness, wrought great and prodigious mira- 
cles. ** Signs and wonders and healings were done 
by the name o( the holy Child Jesus." This is the 
name, which we should engrave in our hearts, and 
write upon our foreheads, and pronounce with our 
most harmonious accents, and rest our faith upon, 
and place our hopes in, and love, with the overflow- 
ings of charity, and joy, and adoration. And as the 
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i^eirelaf ion of this name satisfied the hopes of idl tlie 
world, so it must determine our worshippings^ and 
the addresses of our exterior and interior religion ; 
it being that name, whereby God and God's mer- 
cies are made presential to us, and proportionate 
objects of our religion and affections; 

The Prayer. 

jMpst holy and ever-blessed Jesu^ who art infinite 
in essence, glorious in mercy, mysterioos in thy 
communications, afi[able and presential in the de- 
scents of thy humanity; I adore thy glorious name, 
whereby thou hast shut up the abysses, and- opened 
the gates. of heaven, restraining the power of hell, . 
and discovering ^nd communicating the treasures 
of thy Father's mercies. O Jesu, be flicm a Jesus 
unto me, and save me from the precipices and ruins 
of sin^ from the expresses of thy Father's wrath, 
from the miseries and insufiferable torments of ac- 
cursed spirits, by the power of thy majesty, by the 
sweetness of thy mercy, and sacred in^ences, and 
miraculous glories of thy name. I adore and wor- 
ship thee in thy excellent obedience and humility, 
who hast .submitted thy innocent and spotless flesh 
to the bloody covenant, of circumcision. Teach me 
to practise so blessed and holy a precedent, that I 
niay be bundle, and obedient to thy sacred laws, 
severe and regi^ar in my religion, mortified in my 
body and spirit,, of circumcii^ heart and tongue ; 
that what thou didst represent in symbol and mys- 
tery, I may really express in the exhibition of an 
exei^plar, piom, and mortified life,, cutting off all 
excrescences .of my spirit, and whatsoever may 
minister to the flesh, or any of its ungodly desires; 
that &OW thy holy name is called upon me, I may do 
no dishonor to the name, nor scandal to the institu* 
lion, but imiy do 4bee honor and woridiip, and ado* 
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rations of a pure religion, O most holy and ever- 
blessed Jesu. Amen. 

Considerations upon the Presentation of Jesus in the 
Temple. 

The holy Virgin-mother, according to tKe law of 
Moses, at the expiration of a certain time, came to 
the temple to be purified. Although, in her sacred 
parturition, she had contracted no legal impurity, 
yet she exposed herself to the public opinion and 
cotnmon reputation of an ordinary conaition ; and 
still amongst all generations, she is, in all circam- 
stances,- accounted blessed, and her reputation no 
. tittle altered, save only, that, it is made the more sa- 
cred by this testimony of her humility. But this we 
are taught from the consequence of this instance ; 
that if an end, principally designed in any duty, 
should be supplied otherwise in any particular per- 
son, the duty is nevertheless to be observed ; and 
then the obedience and public order is reason enooffh 
for the observation, though the proper end of its 
designation be wanting in the single person. But 
the holy Virgin, from these acts, expressed other 
virtues besides obedience; such as were humble 
thoug;hts of herself, devotion and rever^ice to pubHc 
isanctions, religion and charity, which were like the 
pure leaves of the whitest lily, fit to represent tte 
oeauties of her innocence, but were veiled and 
shadowed by that sacramental of the Mo3aic law. 

The holy Virgin received the greatest favor, that 
any of the daughters of Adam ever did : and know- 
ing from whence, and for whose glory she had re- 
ceived it, returns the holy Jesus in a present to God 
again; for she had nothing so precious as himself 
to make oblation of: and besides that " every first- 
born among the males was holy to the Lord ;" this 
child had an eternal and essential saactity; and 
until he came into the world, and was made apt for 
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h^r to triake a present of him, there was nev^r in 
the world ^ny act of adoration proportionable to 
the honor pf the great God ; but now there was, and - 
the holy Virgin niade it> when she presented the 
holy child Jesus. And now, besides that we are 
taught to return to God whatsoever we have, receiv- 
ed from him, if we unite our offerings and devotions 
to this holy preset, we shall, by the merit and ex- 
celleiicyof this oblation, exhibit to God an offertory, 
in which he cannot but delight, for the combination's 
s^ake and society of his holy Son. 

The holy mother brought five sides, and a pair 
of turfle-doves, to redeem the Lamb of God from 
the anathema ; because every first-born was to be 
sacrificed to God, or redeemed if it was clean: it 
was the poor man's price,, and the holy Jesus was 
never set at the greater prices, wheil he was eisti- 
mated upon earth. For he, that was Lord of the 
kingdom, chose his portion among the poor of thia 
-world, that he might advance the poor- to the riches 
of his inheritance ,*^ and so it was from his nativity 
hither. For at his birth he was poor, at his circum- 
cision poor, and in the likeness of a sinner; at his 
presentation poor, and like a sinner and a servant, 
for he chose to be redeemed with an ignoble price. 
The five sides were given to the priest for the re- 
demption of the child : and if the parents were not 
able, he was to be a servant of the temple, and to 
minister in the inferior offices to the priest ; and this 
ivas God's seizure and possession of him : for al- 
though all the servants of God^ are his inheritance, 
yet the ministers of religion, who derive their por- 
Jon of temporals from his title, who live upon the 
corban,and eat the meat of the altar, which is God's 
peculiar, and come nearer to his hoHness by the ad- 
dresses of an immediate ministration, are God's own 
upon another and a distinct challenge. But because 
Christ was to be the prince of another ministry, and 
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the duef priest of another order, he was redeemed 
from attending the Mosaic rites, which he came to 
abolish, that he might do his Father's business, in 
establishing the evangelical. 

God hs^, at that instant, so ordered, that, for 
great ends of his own and theirs, two very holy 
persons, of diverse sexes and like piety, Simeon and 
Anna, the one who lived ah active and secular, the 
other a retired and contemplative life, should come 
into the temple by revelation and direction of the 
Holy Spirit, and see him whom they and all the 
world did look for, " the Lord's Christ, the consola- 
tion of Israel." They saw him, they rejoiced, they 
worshipped, they prophesied, they sang hymns ; and 
<Ad Simeon did. comprehend and circumscribe in his 
arms him, that filled all the world, and was then so 
satisfied, that he desired to live no longer : God had 
verified his promise, had shown him the Messias, 
had filled his heart with joy, and made his old age 
honorable; and now, after ail this sight, no object 
could be iJeasant but the joys of Paradise. For as 
a man, wno hath stared too freely upon the face and 
beauties of the sun, is^ blind and dark to objects of 
a less splendor, and is forced to shut up his eyes, 
that he may, through the degrees. of darkness, per- 
ceive the inferior beauties of more proportioned 
objects : so was old Simeon ; his eyes were so filled 
with the glories of this revelation, that he was will- 
ing to close them in his last night, that he might be 
brought into the communication of eternity; and 
he could never more find comfort in any other oh* 
ject this world could minister. For such is the ex- 
cellency of spiritual things, when they have once 
filled the corners of our hearts, and made u^ highly 
sensible and apprehensive of the interior beauties of 
God and of religion, all things of this world are flat 
and empty, and unsatisfying vanities, as unpleasant 
as the lees of vinegar to a tongue filled with the 
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spirit of high Italic wines. And until we are so 
dead to the world as to apprehend no gust or freer 
complacency in exterior objects, we never have en* 
tertained Christ, or have had our cups overflow 
with devotion, or are filled with the Spirit When 
our chalice is filled with holy oil, with the anointing 
from above, it will entertain none of the waters of 
bitterness ; or if it does, they are thrust to the bot- 
tom, they are the lowest of our desires^ and there- 
fore only admitted, beoause they are natural and 
constituent 

The good old prophetess, Anna, had lived long in 
chaste widowhood, in the service of the temple^ in 
the continual ofiices of devotion, in fasting and 
prayer; and now came the happy instant, in which 
Gk)d would give her a great benediction, and an 
earnest of a greater. The returns of prayer, and 
the blessings of piety, are certain ; and though not 
dispeni^ according to the expectances of our nar- 
row conceptions, yet shall they so come, at such 
times and in such measures, as shall crown the pie- 
ty, anfl satisfy the desires, and reward the expecta- 
tion. It was in the temple, the same place where 
die bad for so many years poured out ner heart to 
God, that God poured forth his heart to her, sent 
his Son from his bosom, and there she received his 
benediction. Indeed, in sueh places God does most 
particularly exhibit himself, and blessing goes along 
with him, wherever be goes. In holy places God 
hath put his holy name, and to holy persons; God 
doth oftentimes manifest the interior and more se- 
cret glories of his holiness; provided they come 
thither, as old Simeon and Anna did, by the motions 
of the Holy Spirit, not with designs of vanity, or 
curiosity, or sensuality; for such spirits as those, 
come to profane and desecrate the house, and un- 
hallow the person, and provoke the Deity of the 
place, and blast us with unwholesome airs. 
' E2 
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But ** Joseph and Mary wondered at those ttain^ 
which were Sjpoken," and treasured them in their 
tearts, and they became matter of devotion and 
mental prayer, or meditation. 

, Prayers, 

I. O eternal God, who, by the inspirations of the 
Holy Spirit, didst direct thy servants, Simeon and 
Anna, to the temple, at the instant of the presenta- 
tkm of the hdy cbild^ Jesus, th^t so thou mightest 
verify thy promise, and manifest thy Son, and in- 
ward the piety of holy people, who longed for re- 
demption by the poming of the Messias ; give me 
the perpetual assistance of the same Spirit to be as 
a monitor and as a guide to me, leading me to all 
holy actions, and^to me embracements and posses- 
sions^ of thy glorious Son ; and remember all thy 
faithful peorfe, who wait for the consolation and re- 
demption of the church from all her miseries and 
persecutions, and at last satisfy their desires by the 
revelations of thy mercies and Salvation. Thou 
hast advanced thy holy Child, and set him «p for a 
sign of thy mercies, and a representation of thy 
glories. Lord, let no aci, or thought, or word of 
mine, ever be in contradiction to this blessed sign ; 
but let it be for the ruin of all my vices, and all the 
powers the devil employs against the church, and 
for the raising up of all those virtues and graces, 
whi^h thou didst design me in the purposes of eter- 
nity : but let my portion never be amongst the in- 
credulous, or the scornful, or the heretical, or the 
profane, or any of those who stumble at this stone, 
which thou hast laid for the foundation of thy church, 
and the structures of a virtuous life. Remember 
me with much mercy and compassion, when the 
sword of sorrows or afflictions shall pierce my 
heart; first transfix me with love^ and then all the 
troubles of this world will be consignations to the 
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joysrof a better: which grant for the mercies ^^ 
name's sake of thy holy chiH Jesus. Atnen. 

IL Holy and eternal Jesus, whose whole life and 
doctrine was a perpetual sermon of holy life,^ a 
treasure of wisdort, and a repository of Divine ma- 
terials for meditation ; gtve me grace to understand, 
diligence and attention to consider, care to kxj vp, 
and carefulness to reduce to practice, all those ac- 
tions,, discourses, and pious lessons, and intimations, 
hr which thou didst expressly teach, or tacitly im- 
ply,, or mysteriously signify, our duty. Let my un- 
derstan4ii^ become as spiritual m its emidoyment 
and purposes, as it is immaterial in its nature; fiD 
my memory, as a vessel of election, with remrem* 
teances and notions highly compunctive, and great- 
ly incentive of all the parts of sanctity. Let thy Hofy 
Spirit dwell in my soul, instructing my knowledge, 
sanctifying my thoughts, guiding my affections, di- 
rectii^ my will in the choice of virtue; tfiat it may 
be the great employment of my life to meditate in 
thy law, to study thy preceptive will, to understand 
even the niceties and circumstantials of my duty : 
that ignorance may neither occasion a sin, nor be- 
come a punishment Take from me all tanity 6f 
smrit, lightness of fancy, curiosity arid impertinency 
of inquiry, illusions of the devil, and fantastic decep- 
tions: let my thoughts be as my religion, plain, 
honest, pious, simple, prudent, and charitable; of 
great employment and force to the production of 
virtues and extermination of vice ; but suffering no 
transportations of sense and vanity, nothing greater 
than the capacities of tny soul, nothing that may 
minister to any intemperances of spirit ; but let me 
be wholly inebriated with love ; and that love wholly 
spent in doing such actions as best please thee, in 
the conditions of my infirmity and the securities of 
humifity, till thou shalt please to draw the curtain, 
and reveal thy interior beauties, in the kingdom of 
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thine eternal ^ries : Tvhich grant, for thy inercy*fi 
sake, O holy and eternal Jesu. Amen. 



SECTION V. 

Of the death of the ffcfo Innocents or the Babes of 
Bethlehem, and the Flight of Jesus into Egypt 

1. All this while Herod waited for the return of 
the wise men, that they might give directions, where 
the child did lie, and his sword might iind^him out, 
with a certain and direct execution. But " when 
be saw, that he was mocked of the wise men, he 
was exceeding wroth." For it now began to de- 
serve his trouble, when his purposes, which were 
most secret, began to be contradicted and diverted 
with a prevention, as if they were resisted by an 
all-seeing and almighty Pro\'idence. He began to 
suspect, the hand of Heaven was in it ; and saw, 
there was nothing for his purposes to be acted, un- 
less he could dissolve the golden chain of predesti- 
nation. Herod believed the Divine oracles, foretell- 
ing, that a king should be born in Bethlehem; and 
yet his ambition had made him s6 stupid, that he at- 
tempted to cancel the decree of Heaven. For, if 
he did not belieye the prc^hecies, why was he 
troubled? If he did believe them, how could he pos- 
sibly hinder that event, which God had foretold, 
himself \5^ould certainly bring to pass ? 

And, therefoi^e, since God already had hindered 
him from the executions of a distinguishing sword, 
he resolved to send a sword of indiscrimination «nd 
confusion; hoping that if he killed all the babes of 
Bethlehem, this young king's reign also should soon 
determine. He, therefore, " sent forth, and slew all 
the children that were in Bethlehem, and all the 
coasts thereof, from two years old and under, ac* 
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cording to the time which he had diligently inquiMd 
of the wise men." 

This. execution was sad, cruel, and universal; no 
abatements made for the dire shriekings of the 
mothers $ no tender-hearted soldier was ert)pIoyed| 
no hard-hearted person was softened by the weep- 
ing eyes and pity-begging looks of those mothers, 
that wpndered, how it was possible any ''person 
should hurt their pretty sucklings; no connivances 
there^ no protections, or friendships, or considera-^ 
tions, or indulgences; but Herod caused, that his 
own child, who was at nurse in the coasts o£ Beth<> 
lehem, should bleed to death : which m^de Augustus 
Caesar to say, that, * in^Herod's house it were better 
Uy be a hog than a child;* because the custom of the 
nation did secure a hog from Herod's jmife, but no 
religion could secure his child. The sword, being 
thus made sharp by Herod's comnussion, killed 
fourteen thousand pretty babes ; as the Greeks^ in 
their calendar, and the Abyssines of Ethiopia, do 
commemorate in their offices of liturgy. For Herod, 
crafty -and malicious, that is, perfecdy tyrants had 
caused all the children to be gathered together; 
\¥hich the credulous mothers, (supposing it had been 
to take accoait of their age and number, in order to 
some taxing,) hindered not, but unwittingly suffered 
themselves and their babe^ to be betrayed to an ir* 
remediable butchery. 

** Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by 
Jeremy the prophet, saying, Lamentation and weep- 
ing, a^ great mourning ; Rachel weeping for her 
childrflK £ind would not be comforted.". All the 
8ynfflil0ttLs of sadness were little enough to express 
this great weeping, when fourteen thousand mothersy 
in one day, saw their pretty babes, pouring forth 
their blood into that bosom^ whence, not long before, 
they had sucked milk; and, instead of those pretty 
smiles, which use to entertain the fancy and dear 
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aflbctions of their mothers, nothing but affrighting 
shrieks, and then ghastly looks. The mourning was 
great, like " the niioarning in the valley of Hinnom, 
and there was no comforter ;'* their sorrow was too 
big to be cured, till it should lie down alone, and 
rest with its own weariness. 

All this while, God had provided a sanctuary for 
the holy child, Jesus. For God, seeing the secret 
purposes of blood^r which Herod, had, sent his angel, 
" wno appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, 
and take the young Child and liis mother, and fly 
into Egypt, and iS thou there, until I bring thee 
word ; for Herod will seek the young Child, to de- 
stroy him. Then he arose, and took the young 
Child and his mother by night, and departed into 
Eg)rpt.*' And they made their first abode in Her- 
mopolis, in the country of Thebais ; whither, when 
they first arrived, the child Jesus, being by design 
or providence carried into a temple, all the statues 
of the idol-gods fell down, like Dagon at the presence 
of the ark, and suffered their timely and just disso- 
lution and dishonor, according to the prophecy of 
Isaiah : *♦ Behold, the Lord shall come into Egypt, 
and the idols of Eg3rpt shall be moved at his pres- 
ence," Is. xix. 1. And in the life of the prophet 
Jeremy, written by Epiphanius, it is reported, * that 
he told the Egyptian priests, that then their idols 
should be broken in pieces, when a holy virgin, 
with her child, should enter into their country:' 
which prophecy possibly might be the cause, that 
the Egyptians did, besides their vanities, jiiMrship 
also an infant in a manger, and a virgin i rjlrj) ed. 

From Hermopotis to Maturea went XmU/mAy 
pilgrims, in pursuance of their safety and provis- 
ions ; where, it was reported, they dwelt in a garden 
of balsam, till Joseph, being, at the end of seven 
years, (as it is commonly believed,^ ascertained by 
an angel of the death of Herod, ana commanded tp 

Digitized by Google 



THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIOT. 59 

return to the land of Israel, he was obedient to the 
heavenly vision, and returned. But hearing that 
Archelaus did reign in the place of his father^ and 
knowing th^t the cruelty and ambition of Herod was 
hereditary, or entailed upon Archelaus, being also 
warned to turn aside into the parts of Galilee, which 
was of a distinct jurisdiction), governed indeed by - 
one of Herod's sons, but not by Archelaus, thither 
he diverted; and there that holy family remained in 
the city of Nazareth, whence the holy Child had the 
appellative of a Nazareae. 

Consid^ations. 

Herod, having called .the wise men, and received 
information of their design, and the circumstances 
of the child, pretended religion too, and desired 
them to bring him word, when they had found the 
Babe, " that he might come ancf worship him ;** 
meaning, to make a sacrifice of him, to whom he 
should pay his adoration ; and, instead of investing 
the young Pr&icevrith a royal purpde, he would have 
stained his swaddling-bands with his blood. It is 
ever dangerous, when a wicked prince pretends re- 
ligion; his design is then foulest, by how much it 
needs to put on a fairer outside ; but it was an early 
policy in the world, and it concerned men's interests 
to seem religious, when thev thought, that to be so 
i^as an abatement of great designs. When Jezebel 
designed the robbing and destroying Naboth, she 
sent t^he elders to proclaim a fast ; for the exter- 
nal a ft|visible remonstrances of religion leave in 
the s£imte of men a great reputation of the seeming 
pei^w^'^i^d therefore they will not rush into a fu- 
rious sentence against his actions, at least not judge 
them with prejudice against the man, towards whom 
they are so fairly preparedj but do some violence to 
their own understanding, and either disbelieve their 
own reason, or excuse the fact» or think it but an 
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ercor» or a I^ta crime, or the iccidenees of hiunani- 
ty; or, however, are so long in decreeing against 
Mm, whom they think to be religious, that the ru- 
mor is abated, or the stream of indignation is di- 
vearted by other laborious arts, interveniiq; before 
our zeal is kindled; and so the person is unjudged, 
or, at least, the design secured. 

But in this, hnman policy was exceedii^ly infatu- 
ated : and. though Herod bad trusted his design to 
BO keeper but himself, and had pretended fair, hav- 
ing religion for the word, aad ^ cadled the wise noea 
privately," and intrusted them with no employment 
but a civil request, an account of the success of 
tfaerr journey, which they had no reason, or desire 
to coQceai ; yet his heart was op^ied to tbe eye of' 
Heaven, and the sim was not more visiUe, than his 
dark purpose was to God ; and it succeeded accord- 
fn^ly : the Child wa»«©nt away, the wise men warn. 
ed not to return^ Herod was mocked^ and ewestged f 
and so his craft becanoe foolish and^vain: and so 
ace all counsels intended against God, ot ai3iy thing, 
0f which he himself hath undertaken the protection. 
Par, although vfe understand not the reasons of se- 
curity;, because we see not that admirable concen- 
tring of infinite things in the Divine Providence, 
whereby God bri?ngs his purposes to act by wd;ys 
unlooked for, and sometimes, contradictory ; yet the 
public and perpetual experience of the world hath 
given continual demonstrations, that all evil coun- 
sels have come to naught:; that the succeedii«)f an 
impiotas design is no argument, that the majp^ros- 
perous ; that the curse is then surest, whenTi^or- 
tune spreads the largest; that the contradictp«fc»id 
impossibilities of deliverance to pious persons are 
but an opportunity and engagement for God to do 
wonders, and to glorify his power, and to exalt hi» 
mei-cy, by the instances of miraculous or extraor- 
dinary events. And as the alfflictions, happening tO' 
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good men, are alleviated by the support of God's 
gfood Spirit; and enduring them here, are but con* 
signationsto an honorable amends hereafter: so the 
succeeding prosperities of fortunate impiety, when 
they meet with punishment in the next, or in tt^ third 
age, or in the deletion of a people five ages after, 
are the greatest arguments of God's providence, 
who keeps wrath in store, and forgets not to ** do 
judgment for all them, that are oppressed with 
wron^." It was laid up with God, ana was perpet- 
ually m his eye, being the matter of a lasting, dura- 
ble, and unremitted anger. 

But God had care of the holy ChOd ; he sent his 
angel to warn Joseph, with the Babe and his mother, 
to fly into Eg^pt Joseph and Mary instantly arise : 
and wUkout mquiry, how they shall live there, or 
when they shall return, or how be secured, or what 
accommodations they shall have in their journey, at 
the same hour of the night, begin the pilgrimage 
with the cheer&lness of obedience and tne securi- 
ties of faith, and the confidence of hope, and the 
joys of love, knowing thenucelves to be recompensed 
for all the tropble they could endure : that they were 
instruments of the safety of the holy Jesus ; that 
they then . were serving God ; that th^ were en* 
circled with the securities o{ the Divine Providence : 
and, in these dispositions, all places v^ere alike ; for 
every region was a paradise, where they were in 
company vrith Jesus. And, indeed, that man wantis 
many degrees of faith and prudence, who is solicit- 
ous for the support, of his necessities, when he is 
doing the commandment of God. If he commands 
thee^'to offer a sacrifice, himself will provide a lamb, 
or enable thee to find one ; and he would remove 
thee into a state of separation, where thy body needs 
no supplies of provision, if he meant thou shouldest 
serve him without provisions. He will certainly 
take away thy need, or satisfy it ; he will feed thee 
F 
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himself, as he did the Israelites ; or take away thy 
hunger, as he did to Moses ; or send ravens to feect 
thee, as he did to Elias ; or make charitable peofde 
to minister tp thee, as the widow to Elisha ; or give 
thee his own portion, at he maintained the Levites; 
or make thine enemies ^o pity thee, as the Assyrians 
did the captive Jews. For whatsoever the world 
hath, and whatsoever can be conveyed by wonder 
or by providence, all that is thy security for pro- 
visions, so long as thou doest the work of God. 
And remember, that the assurance of blessing, and 
health, and salvation, is ^ not made by doing what 
we list, or being where we desire, but by doing 
God's will, and being in the place of his appoint- 
ment We may be safe in Egypt, if we be -there in 
obedience to .God ; and we may perish among the 
babes of Bethlehem, if we be there by our own 
election. 

Joseph and Mary did not argue against the an- 
gel's message^ because they had a confidence of their 
charge, who, with the breath of his n>outh could 
have destroyed Herod, though he had been abetted 
with all the legions, marching under the Roman 
eagles ; but they, like the two cherubims about the 
propitiatory, took the child between them, and fled, 
giving w^y to the fury of persecution, which possi- 
bly, when the materials are withdrawn, might expire, 
and die like fire, which else would rage for ever. 
Jesus fled, undertook a sad journey, in which the 
roughness of the ways, his own tenderness, the 
youth of his mother, the old age of his supposed 
father, the smallness of their viaticum and accom- 
modation for their voyage, the no-kindred they were 
to go to, hopeless of comforts and exterior supplies, 
were so many circumstances of poverty, and lesser 
strokes of the persecution ; things, that himself did 
choose to demonstrate the verity of his nature, the 
infirmity of his person, the humility of his spirit, the 
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aisterity of his undertaking, the burden of his 
charge; and by which he did teach us. the same 
virtues, he then expressed, and iedso consigned this 
permission to all his disciples, in future ages, that 
they also may fly from their persecutors, when the 
case is so, that their work is not done ; that is, they 
may glorify God with their lives, more than with 
their death. And of this they are ascertained by 
the arguments x)f prudient account : for sometimes 
we are called to glorify God hf dying, and the in- 
terest of the church and the faith of many may be 
concerned in it ; then we must abide by it In other 
ciases it; is true, that Demosthenes said, in apology 
for his own escaping from a lost field, ' A man that 
runs away, may fight again.' And St. Paul made 
use of a guard of soldiers, to rescue him from the 
treaichery of the Jewish rulers.; and of a basket, to 
escape from the inquisition of the governor of Da- 
mascus ; and the primitive >Christians, of grots and 
subterraneous retirements; and St. Athanasius, of 
a fair lady's house ; and others, of* deserts and 
graves; as knowing it was no shame to fly, when 
their Master himself had fled, that his time and his 
work might be fulfilled; and, when it was, he then 
laid iis life down. 

It is hard to set down particular rules, that may 
indefinitely guide all persons, in the stating of their 
own case ; because all things, that depend upon cir- 
cumstances, are alterable unto infinite. But as God's 
glory, and the good of the church are the great 
considerations to be carried before us all the way, 
and in proportions to them we are to determine and 
judge our questions ; so also our infirmities are al- 
lowable in the scrutiny : for I doubt not, but God 
intended it a mercy, and a compliance with human 
weakness, when he gave us this permission, as well 
as it was a design to secure the opportunities of his 
service, and the consummation of his own work 
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by us. And since our jfears» and the inc<Mnino<itlins 
of flight, and the sadness of exile, and the insecmi* 
ties and inconveniences of a strange and new abode, 
are part of the persecution; '.provided that Grod's 
fflory b^ not certainly and apparently neglected, nor 
me church evidently scandalized by our flight; al 
interpretations of the question in favor of ours^ves 
and the declension of mat part, which mlsy tempt Us 
to apostasy, or Jiazard our confidence, and Ih^ 
choosing the lesser part of the persecution, is not 
against the rule of faith, and always halli in it lesb 
glory, but oftentimes more security. 

But thus far Herod'it ambition tranq3orted hiniy 
even to resolutions of murder of the hi^iest person^ 
the most glorious and the most innocent upbneartfa ; 
and it represents that passion to be the most trouble- 
some and vexatious thing, that can afflict the sons 
of men. Virtue hath not bsilf so much trouble in it ; 
it sleeps quiedy, without startings and . aJSrighting 
fancies ; it lool^s cheerfully ; smiles with much senen- 
ity ; and, though it laughs not often, yet it is ever de- 
lightful in the apprehensions of some facidty ; it fears 
no man, nor no thing, nor is it discomposed ; and 
hath no copcernments in the great akeratioas of the 
world, and entertains death like a friebd, and rtelc- 
ons the issues of it as the greatest of its hopes : but 
ambition is full of distractions ; it teems with stniLta- 
gems, as Rebecca with struggling twins; and /tm 
swelled with expectation, as with a tympany; and 
sleeps sometimes, as the wind in a storiti, still and 
quiet for a minute, that it may burst out into an im 
petuous 14ast, tiU the cordage of lus heart-strings 
crack; fears, when none is nigh; and prevents 
things, which never had intention ; and falls under 
the inevitability of such accidents, which either could 
not be foreseen, or n6t prevented. It is an infinite 
labor to make a man's self miserable ; and the utmost 
acquist is so goodly a purchase, timi he malids his 
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dajrs full of sorrpw, to enjoy the troubles of a three 
jrears^ reign ; for Herod lived but three years, or five 
at the most, after the flight of Jesus into Egjrpt And 
therefore there is no greater unreasonableness in the 
world, than in the designs of ambition: for it makes 
i^ present certaiidy miserable, unsatisfied, trouble- 
some and discontent, for the uncertain atiquist of an 
honor, which nothing can secure; and, besides a 
thousand possibilities of miscarrying, it relies upon 
no greater certainty than our life ; and, when we 
are dead, all the- world sees who vcras the fool. But 
it is a strange caitiveness and baseness of disposi- 
tion of men, so furiously and unsatiably to run after 
perishing and uncertain interests, in defiance of aU 
the reason and reUgion of the world; and yet to 
have no appetite to such excellencies, which satisfy 
reason, and content the spirit, and create CTeat 
hopes, and ennpble our expectation, and are advan- 
tages, to. commimities of men and public societies^ 
and winch all wise men teach, and all religion com-, 
mands. 

And it is not amiss to observe, how Herod vexed 
hiinself extremely upon a mistake. The child Jesus 
was born a King, but it was a King of all the 
world ; not confined within the limits of a province, 
like the weaker Beauties of a torch, to shine in one 
room; but, like the sun, his empire was over all the 
^world ; and if Herod would have become but his 
tributary, and paid him the acknowledgments of his 
Lord, he should have had better conditions than 
under Caesar, and yet have been as absolute in his 
own Jewry as he was before : " His kingdom was 
not of this world;" and he, that gives heavenly 
kingdoms to all his servants, would not have stooped 
to have taken up Herod's petty coronet But as it 
is a very vanity, which ambition seeks, so it is a 
shadow, that disturbs* and discomposes all its mo- 
ticms and abprehensions. 
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And the same mistake caused calamities to de* 
•cend upon the church ; for some of the persecutions 
commenced upon pretence Christianity was an enemy 
to government: but the pretence was infinitely «hi- 
reasonable, and therefore had the fate of senseless 
allegations, it disbanded presently ; for no external 
accident did so incorporate ihd excellency of 
Christ's religion into the hearts of men, as the inno- 
cency of the men, their ^inoffensive deportment, the 
SQodesty of their designs, their great humility and 
obedience, a life expressly in enmity and contesta- 
tion against secular ambition* And it is to be feared, 
that the mingling human interests with xel^ion, will 
deface tha image Christ hath stamped upon it Cer- 
tain it is, the metal is much abated by so impure alloy, 
while the Christian prince serves his end of ambition, 
and bears arms upon his neighbor's country, for the 
service t)f religion, imaking Christ's kingdom to in- 
vade Herod's rights: and, in the state ecclesiastical, 
secular interests have so deep a portion, that there 
are snares laid to tempt a persecution, and men are 
invited to sacrilege^ wnile the revenues of a church 
ire a fair fortune for a prince. I make no scruple 
to find fauk with painter^, that picture the poor 
saints with rich garments ; for, though theyiieserved 
better, yet they had but poor ones : and some have 
been tempted to cheat the saint, not out 6f ill-vriU to 
his sanctity, but love to his shrine, and to the beauty 
of the clothes, with which some imprudent persons 
have, of old time, dressed their images. So it is in 
the fate of the church ; persecution and the robes of 
Christ were her portion and her clothing ; arid when 
she is dressed up in gaudy fortunes, it is no more 
than she deserves, but yet sometimes it is occasion, 
that the devil cheats her of her holiness, and the 
men of the world sacrilegiously cheat her of her 
riches : and then, when God hath reduced her to 
that poverty, he first promised and intended to her, 
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the persecution ceases, and sanctity returns, and 
God curses the sacrilege, and stirs up men's minds 
to religious donatives ; and all is well, tiil she grows 
rich again, ^nd if it be dangerous in any man to 
be rich, and discomposes his steps in his journey to 
eternity; it is not then so proportionable to the 
analogy of Christ's poverty, and the inheritance of 
the church, to be sedulous in acquiring great tempo- 
ralities, and putting princes in jealousy, and states 
into care for securities, lest all the temporal shoidd 
run into ecclesiastical possession. 

Jesus fled from the persecution; as he did not 
stand it out, so he did not stand out against it. He 
was careful to transmit no precedent or encourage* 
ment of resisting tyrannous princes, when they oror 
violence to religion and our lives. He would not 
stand disputing for privileges, nor calling in auxilia- 
ries from the Lord of hosts, who could have spared 
him many legions of ^gels, every single spirit being 
able to have defeated all Herod's power; but he 
. knew, it was a hard lesson to learn patience, and all 
the excuses in the world would be sought out to 
discourage such a doctrine, by which we are taught 
to die, or lose all we have, or suffer inconveniences, 
at the will of a tyrant: we need no authentic exam- 
ples, much less doctrines, to invite men to war, from 
which we see Christian princes cannot be restrained 
with the engagements and peaceful theorems of an 
excellent and a holy religion, nor subjects kept from 
rebelling by the interests^ of all religions in the 
world, nor by the necessities and reasonableness of 
obedience, nor the endearments of all public societies 
of men ; one word, or an intimatipa from Christ, 
would have sounded an alarm, and put us into pos- 
tures of defence, when all Christ's excellent ser- 
mons, and rare exemplar actions, cannot tie our 
hands. But it is strange now, that, of all men in 
the world, Christians should be such fighting people. 
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or that Christian subjects, should lift up a diou^t 
against a Christiion prince, when they nad no inti- 
mation of encouragement from their Master, but 
many from him to endear obedience, and humility, 
and patience, and charity; and these four make 
up the whole analogy, and represent the chief de- 
sign and meaning of Christianity, in its moral con- 
stitution. 

But Jesus, when himself was safe, could also have 
secured the poor babes of Bethlehem, with thousands 
of diversions and avocations of Herod's purposes, 
or by discovering his own escape in some safe 
manner, not unknown to the Divine wisdom ; but 
yet it did not so please God. He is Lord of his 
creatures, and hath absolute dominion over our 
lives, and he had an end of glory to serve upon these 
babes, and an end of justice up<m Herod: and to 
the children he made such compensation, that tbey 
had no reason to complain, that they were so soon 
made stars, when they shone in their little orbs and 
participations of eternity : for so the sense of the 
church hath been, that they having died the death 
of martyrs, though incapable of making the choice, 
God supplied the defects of their will by his own 
entertainment of the thing; that as the misery and 
their death, so also their glorification, might have the 
same author in the same manner of causality, even 
by a peremptory and unconditioned determination 
in these particulars. 

As soon as Herod was dead, (for the Divine ven- 
geance waited his own time for his arrest,) the an- 
gel presently brought Joseph word. The holy family 
was fpll of content and indifferency, not soUcitous 
for return, not distrustful of the Divine providence, 
fullof poverty, and sanctity, and content, waiting 
God's thne, at the return of which God delayed not 
to recall them from exite; " out of Egypt he called 
his Son," and directed Joseph's fear and course, 
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diat hb should divert to a place in the jimsMUedon 
of Philiis where the heir of Herod's cruelty, Ar- 
chelHus, had nothing to do. And this very series of 

Eroridence and care God exfMresses to all his sons 
y adc^ion ; «tid will determine the time, and set 
bounds to every persecution, and punish the instru* 
ments, and ease our pains, and refresh our sorrows* - 
and give quietness to our fears, and deliverance 
from our troubles, and sanctifv it all, and give a 
crown at last, and all in his gooa time, if we wait the 
coining of the angel, and in the mean time do our 
dut^ with care, and sustain our temporal^ with in- 
diflerency : and, in all our troubles and displeasing 
accidents, we may c^l to mind, that God, by his 
holy and most reasonable providence, hath so or* 
dered it, that the spiritual advantages we may re- 
ceive from the holy use. of such incommodities, are 
of great recompense and interest; and that, in such 
accidents, the holy Jesus, having gone before us in 
precedent, does go along with us by love and fair 
assistances; and that makes the present condition 
infinitely more eligible, than the greatest splendor of 
secular fortune. 

7%e Prayer. 

O blessed and eternal God, who didst suffer thy 
holy Son to flv from the violence of an enraged 
prince, and didst choose to defend him in the ways 
of his infirmity by hiding himself, and a voluntary 
exile ; be thou a defence to all thy faithful people, 
whenever persecution arises against them; send 
them the ministry of angels to direct them into ways 
of security, and let thy Holy Spirit guide them in 
the paths of sanctity, and let thy providence con- 
tinue in custody over their persons, till the times of 
refreshment and the day of redemption ^hall return. 
Give, O Lord, to thy whole church, sanctity and 
zeal* and the confidence of a holy faith, boldness of 
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confession, humility, content, and resignation of 
spirit, generous contempt of the world, and unmin- 
gled desires of thy elory and the edification of thy 
elect; that no secular interests disturb her duty, or 
discompose her charity, or depress her hopes, or, in 
any unequal degree, possess her aSections, and pol- 
lute her spirit : but preserve her from the snares of 
the world and the devil, from the rapine and greedy 
desires of sacrilegious persons ; and, in all condi 
tions, whether of affluence or want, may she stilJ 
promote the interests of religion: that, when |Jen 
teousness is within her palaces, and peace in hei 
walls, that condition may then be best for her ; aw 
when she is made as naked as Jesus to his passion 
then poverty may be best for her: that, in all estates, 
she may glorify thee; and, in all accidents and 
changes, thou mayest sanctify and bless her, and at 
last bring her to the eternal riches and abundances 
of glory, where no persecution shall disturb her rest. 
Grant this for sweet Jesus' sake,' who suffered exile 
and hard journeys, and all the inconveniences of a 
friendless person, in a strange province ; to whom, 
with thee and the eternal Spirit, be glory for ever, 
and blessing in all generations of the world, and for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



SECTION V. 

Of the younger Years of JesuSy and his Dispuiation 
mth the Doctoi^s in the Tenvpk. 

From the return of this holy family to Judea, and 
their habitation in Nazareth, till the blessed child 
Jesus was twelve years of age, we have nothing 
transmitted to us out of any authentic record ; but 
that they went to Jerusalem, every year, at the feast 
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of the Passover. And when Jesus was twelve years 
old, and was in the holy city, attending upon the 
paschal rites and solemn sacrifices of the law, his 

Karents^ having fulfilled their days of festivity, went 
omeward, suj>posing the Child had been in the car- 
avan, among his friends ; and so they erred for the 
space of a whole day's journey ; " and when they 
sought him, and found him not, they returned to Je- 
rusalem," full of fears and sorrow. 

No fancy can imagine the doubts, the apprehen- 
sions, the possibilities of mischief, and the tremblings 
of heart, which the holy Virgin-mother felt throng- 
ing about her fancy and understanding, but such a 
person, who hath been tempted to the danger of a 
violent fear and transportation, by apprehension of 
the loss of a hope greater than a miracle; her dis- 
courses with herself could have nothing of distrust, 
but much of sadness and wonder ; and the indeter- 
mination of her thoughts was a trouble great as the 
passion of her love. Possibly an angel might have 
carried him, she knew not whither ; or it may be, 
the son of Herod had gotten the prey, which his 
cruel father missed ; or he was sick, or detained out 
of curiosity and wonder, or any thing but what was 
right. And by this time she was come to Jerusalem ; 
and having spent three days in her sad and holy 
pursuit of her lost jewel, despairing of the prosper- 
ous event of any human diligence, as, in all other 
cases, she had accustomed, she made her a:ddress 
to God ; ajid entering into the temple to pray, God, 
that knew her desires, prevented her with the bless- 
ings of goodness ; and there her sorrow was chang- 
ed into joy and wonder ; for there she found her 
holy Son, " sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 
hearing them, and asking them questions." 

" And, when they saw him, they were arjnazed,' 
a^d so were " all that heard him, at his understand- 
ing and answers ; beyond his education, beyond his 
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^xperi^ce, beyond his years, and even beyond the 
common spirits of the best men, discoursing up to 
the height of a prophet, with the clearness of an 
angel, and the infallibility of inspiration: for here 
it was ver ifiecU in the higaest and most literal signi- 
fication, thaty " out of the mouths of babes, God had 
ordained strength ;" but this was the strength of ar- 
gument, aod science of the. highest mysteries of rdi- 
gion and secret philosophy. 

Glad were the parents of the. Child to find him 
illustrated with a; miracle* concerning whieh, when 
he had given them, such an account, which they un- 
derstood not, but yet Majry laid up ia her heart, as 
that thi^ was part of his employment and his Fa- 
ther's business, "he returned with them toNas^ureth, 
and was subject to his parents ;" where he lived in 
all holiness and humility, showing great signs of wis* 
dom, endj^ring himself to all that beheld his con- 
versation ; did nothing less than might become the 
great expectation, which his miraculous birth had 
created of him ; for " he increased in wisdom and 
stature, and favor with God and man/' still growing 
in proportion to his great beginnings to a miraculous 
excellency of grace, sweetness of demeanor,, and 
excellency of understanding. 

But the holy Child had also an employnnent, 
which he undertook in obedience to his supposed 
father, for exercise and- example of humility, and 
for the support of that holy family, which ivas dear 
in the eyes of God, but not very splendid by the 
opulency of a free and indulgent fortune. He 
wrought in the trade of a carpenter; and when 
Joseph died, which happened before the manifests- 
tion of Jesus unto Israel, he wrought alone, and 
was no more called the carpenter's son, but the 
carpenter himself. « Is not this the carpenter^ the 
son of Mary?" said his ofiended countryniesn. And 
m this condition the blessed Jesus did abide, till bs 
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was thirty years old; for he, that came to fulfU 
the law, would not suffer one tittle of it to pass 
unaccomplished ; for, by the law of the nation and 
custom of the religion, no priest was to officiate, 
or prophet was to preach, before he was thirty years 
of age. 

Consideraiians. 

Joseph and Mary, being returned into Nazareth, 
were sedulous to enjoy the privileges of their coun- 
try, the opportunities of religion, the public address 
to God, in the rites of festivals and solemnities pf 
the temple: they had been long grieved with the 
impurities and idol rites, which ttey, with sorrow, 
had observed to be done in Egypt ; and, being de- 
prived of the blessings of those holy societies and 
employments they used to enjov in Palestine, at their 
return came to the offices of their religion, with ap- 
petites of fire, and keen as the evening wolf; and 
all the joys, which they should have received in re- 
spersion and distinct emanations, if they had kept 
their anniversaries at Jerusalem, all that united they 
received in the duplication of their joys at their 
return, and in the fulfilling themselves with the re- 
fection and holy viand of religion. For so God 
uses to satisfy the longings of holy people, when a 
persecution has shut up the beautiful gates of the 
ten^ple, or denied to them opportunities of access ^ 
although God hears the prayers they make with their 
windows towards Jerusalem, with their Jiearts open- 
ed with desires of the public communion, and sends 
them a prophet with a private meal, as Habakkuk 
came to Daniel ; yet he fills their hearts, when the 
year of jubilee returns;, and the people sing * In con- 
vertendo,' the song of joy for their redemption. 
For as, of all sorrows, the deprivations and eclipses 
of. religion are the ssiddest, and of the worst and 
most inconvenient consequence ; so, in proportion. 
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are the joys of spiritual plenty and religious returns; 
the communion of saints being like the primitive 
corban, a repository to feed all the needs of tlie 
church, or like a taper joined to a torch, itself is 
kindled, and increases the other's flames. 

They failed not to go to Jerusalem : for all those 
holy prayers and ravishments of love, those excel- 
lent meditations and intercourses with <}od, their 
private readings and discourses, were but entertain- 
ments and satisfaction of their necessities, they lived 
with them during their retirements; but it was a 
feast, when they went to Jerusalem, and the freer 
and more indulgent refection of the spirit; for, in 
public solemnities, God opens his treasures, and 
pours out his grace, more abundantly. Private de- 
votions, and secret offices of religion, are like re- 
freshing of a garden with the distilling and petty 
drops of a water-pot ; but addresses to the temple, 
and serving God in the public communion of saints, 
is like rain from heaven, where the offices ?tre de- 
scribed by a public spirit, heightened by the greater 
portions of assistance, and receive advantages by 
the adunations and symbols of charity, and incre- 
ment by their distinct title to promises appropriate 
even to their assembling, and mutual support, by the 
piety of example, by the communication of coun- 
sels, by the awfulness of public observation, and the 
engagements of holy customs. For religion is a 
public virtue ; it is the ligature of souls, and the great 
instrument t)f the conservation of bodies politic ; and 
is united in a common object, the God of all the 
world, and is managed by public ministries, by sac- 
rifice, adoration, and prayer, in which, with variety 
of circumstances indeed, but with infinite consent 
and union of design, all the sons of Adam are taught 
to worship God; and it is a publication of God's 
honor, its very purpose being to declare to all the 
world, how great things God hath done for us, 
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whetlier in public donatives or private missives; so 
that the very design, temper, and constitution of re- 
tipoti, is to be a public address to God : and although 
(£>d is present in closets, and there also distills his 
blessi^kgs, in small rain ; yet to the societies of reli- 

fion and . publication of worship as we are invited 
y the great blessings and advantages of commu- 
nion, so also we are, in some proportions, more 
straitly limited by the analogy and exigence of the 
duty. It is a persecution, when we are forced from 
public worshippings ; no man can hinder our private 
addresses to God ; every man can build a chapel in 
his breast, and himself be the priest, and his heart 
the sacrifice, and every foot of glebe, he treads on, 
be the altar ; and this no tyrant can prevent If then 
there can be persecution in the offices of religion, ft 
is the prohibition of public confession and commu- 
nions; and therefore be, that denies to himself the 
opportunities of public rites and conventions, is his 
own persecutor. 

But when Jesus was " twelve years old," and his 
parents had finished their offices, and returned filled 
with die pleasures of religion, they missed the Child, 
and ** sought him amongst their kindred," but ther« 
** they found him not ;" for whosoever seeks Jesus, 
must seek him in the offices of reUgion, in the tem- 
ple, not amongst the engagements and pursuit of 
worldly interests : *• I forgat also mine own father's 
house,- ' said David, the father of this holy Child ; 
and so must we, when we run in an inquiry after 
the Son of David. But our relinquishing must not 
be a dereliction of duty, but of engagement ; our af- 
fection toward kindred must always be with charity, 
and according to the endearments of our relation, 
but without immersion, and such adherences, as 
either contradict, or lessen, our duty towards God. 

It was a sad effect of their pious journey, to lose 
the joy of their family, and the hopes of all the 
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world: but it often happens, that, after spiritual em- 
ployments, God seems to absent himself, and with- 
draw the sensible effects of his presence, that wt 
may seek him with the same diligence, and care, 
and holy fears, with which the holy Virgin-mother 
sought the blessed Jesus. And it is a design of great 
mercy in God, to take off the light from the eyes of 
a holy person, that he may not be abused with com- 

f)lacencies, and too confident opinions and reflec- 
ions, upon his fair performances. For we usually 
judge of the well or ill of our devotions and ser- 
vices, by what we feel ; and we think God rewards 
every thing in the present, and by proportion to our 
own expectations; and if we feel a present reip»cing 
of spirit, all is well with us; the smoke of the 8i.v.ri- 
fice ascended right in a holy cloud ; but if we feel 
nothing of comfort, then we count it a prodigy and 
ominous, and we suspect ounelves ; and most com 
monly we have reason. Such irradiations of cheer 
fulness are always welcome; bi|t it is not always 
anger, that takes them away: the cloud removed 
from before the camp of Israel, and stood before the 
host of Pharaoh ; but this was a design of ruin to-the 
Egyptians, and of security to Israel : and, if thoise 
bright angels, that go with us to direct our journeys, 
remove out of our sight, and stand behind us, it is 
not always an argument, that the anger of the Lord 
is gone out against us ; but such decays of sense and 
clouds of spirit are excellent conservators of humili- 
ty, and restrain those intemperances and vainer 
thoughts, which we are prompted to, in the gaiety 
of our spirits. 

But we often give God cause to remove, and, for 
a whilej to absent himself; and his doing of it some- 
times, upon the just provocations of our demerits, 
makes us, at other times, with good reason, to sus- 
oect ourselves, even in our best actions. But some- 
times we are vain, or remiss ; or pride invades us in 
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the darkness and incuriousness of our spirits ; and 
Tve have a secret sin, which God would have us to 
inquire after; and, when we suspect every thing, 
and condemn ourselves with strictest and most 
angry sentence, then, it may be, God will, with a ray 
of Tight, break through the cloud ; if not, it is nothing 
the worse for us : for, although the visible remon- 
strance and face of things, ip all the absences and 
withdra wings of Jesus, he the same, yet, if a sin be 
the cause of it, the withdrawing is a taking away 
his favor and love ; but, if God does it to secure thy 
piety, and to inflanae thy desire, or to prevent a 
crime, then he withdraws a gift X)nly, nothing of his 
love, and yet the darkness of the spirit and sadness 
seem equal It is hard, in these cases, to discover 
the cause, as it is nice to judge the condition, of thd 
effect ;, and therefore it is prudent to ascertain our 
condition, by improving our care and our religion ; 
and, in all accidents, to make no judgment concern* 
ing God's favor by what we feel, but by what we do. 
When the holy Virgin, with much religion and 
sadness, had sought her joy, at last she *^ found him, 
disputing among the ^doctors, hearing them, and 
asking them questions;" and besides, that he now 
first opened a fontinel, and there sprang out an ex- 
cellent rivulet from his abyss of wisdom, he con- 
signed this truth to his disciples: That they, who 
mean to be doctors and teach others, must, in their 
first accesses and degrees of discipline, learn of 
those, whom God and public order hath set over us» 
in the mysteries of religion. 

The Prayer. 

Blessed and most holy Jesus, fountain of graco 
and comfort, treasure of wisdom and spiritual ema- 
nations, be pleased to abide with me for ever, by 
the inhabitation of thy interior assistances and re- 
freshments ; and give me a corresponding love, ac- 
G2 
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ceptable and unstained purity, care and watchful- 
ness over my ways, that I may never, by provoking 
thee to anger, cause thee to remove thy dwelling, or 
draw a cloud before thy holy face : but if thou art 
pleased, upon a design of charity or trial, to cover 
my eyes, that I may not behold the bright rays of < 
thy favor, nor be refreshed with spiritual comforts; 
let thy love support my spirit by ways insensible ; 
and, in all my needs, give me such a portion, as 
may be instrumental and incentive to performance 
of my. duty: and, in all accidents, let me continue 
to seek thee by prayers, and humiliation, and fre 

?uent desires, and the strictness of a holy life ; that 
may follow thy example, pursue thy footsteps, be 
supported by thy strength, guided by thy hand, en- 
ligntened by thy favor, and may, at last, after a 
persevering holiness and ah unwearied industry, 
dwell with thee in the regions of light and eternal 

Slorv, where there shall be no fears of parting from 
ly habitations of felicity,^ and the union and frui- 
tion of thy presence, O blessed and most holy Jesus. 
Amen. 



SECTION vn. 

Of the Preaching of Jckn, the Baptist^ prepca-aJdve to 
Vie ManifestatUm of Jesus. 

Whejt Herod had drunk so great a draught of 
blood at Bethlehem, and sought for more from the 
hill country, Elizabeth carried her son into the wil- 
.dQrness, there, in the desert places ,and recesses, to 
hide him from the fury of that beast, where she at- 
tended him with as much care and tenderness, as 
.the afiections and fears of a mother could express, 
in the permission of those fruitless solitudes. The 
child was about eighteen months old, when he first 
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ffed to sanctuary ; but, after forty days, his mothisr 
(ifed \ and his father Zacharias, at tne time of his 
ministration, which happened about this time, was 
killed in the court of the temple ; so that the child 
,v/k& exposed to all the dangers and infelicities of 
an orphan, in a place of solitariness and discomfort, 
\ti a tiT^e when a bloody king endeavored his destruc- 
tion. But, " when his father and mother were taken 
from him, the Lord took him up." jFor, according 
to the traditioA of the Greeks, God deputed an an- 
gel to fee his nourisher and guardian, as he. had 
formerly done to Ishmael, who dwelt in the wilder- 
ness \ and to Elias when he fled from the rage 
of Ahab; so to this Child, who came in the spirit 
of Eliais, to make demonstration, that there can 
he no want, where God undertakes the care and 
provision. 

The entertainment, that St. John's provedit6re, 
the angel, gave him, was such, as the wilderness 
did afford, and such as might dispose him to a life 
of austerity; for there he continued spending his 
time in meditations, contemplation, prayer, affec- 
tions iand colloquies with God, eating flies and wila 
honey, not clothed in soft, but a hairy garment, and 
a leathern girdle, till he was thirty years of age. 
And then, " beiiig the fifteenth year of Tiberius, 
Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, the word of 
God came unto John in the wilderness. And he 
ciame into all the country about Jordan, preaching" 
and baptizing. 

This John, according to the prophecies of him, 
and designation of his person by the Holy Ghost, 
-was the forerunner of Christ, sent to dispose the 
people for his entertainment, and "prepare his 
ways ," and therefore it was necessary, his person 
'should be so extraordinary and full of sanctity, and 
"so clarified by great concurrences and wonder in 
he circumstances of his life, as might gain credit 
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and reputation to the testimony he was to give con- 
cerning the Lord, the Savior of the world* And so 
it happened 

For as the Baptist, while he was in the wilder- 
ness, became the pattern of solitary and cdntempla- 
tive life, a^school of virtue, and example of. sanctity 
and singular austerity ; so, at his emigration from 
the places of his retirement, he seemed, what indeed 
he was, a rare and exceHent personage; and the 
wonders, which were great at his birth, the predic- 
tion of his conception by an angel, which never had 
before happened but in the persons of Isaac and 
Sampson, the contempt of the world, which he bore 
about him, his mortified countenance and deport- 
ment, his austere and eremitical life, his vehement 
spirit and excellent zeal in preaching, created so 
great opinions of him among the people, that all 
held him for a prophet in his office, for a heavenly 
person in his own particular, and a rare example 
of sanctity and holy life to ail pthers : and ail tnis 
being made solemn and ceremonious by his baptism, 
he prevailed so, that he made excellent and apt pre- 
parations for the Lord's appearing ; for " there went 
out to him Jerusalem, and all Juoea, and all the re- 
gions round about Jordan, and were baptized of him, 
confessing their sins." 

The Baptist having, by so heavenly means, won 
upon the affections of all men, his sermons and his 
testimony concerning Christ were the more likely to 
be prevalent and accepted ; and the sum of them 
was " repentance and dereliction of sins,** and 
** bringing forth the fruits of good life ;" in the pro- 
moting of which doctrine, he was a severe repre- 
hender of the Pharisees and Sadducees ; he exhorted 
the people to works of mercy ; the publicans to do 
justice and to decline oppression; the soldiers to 
abstain from plundering, and doing violence or ra- 
pine: and publishing, t^at **^he was not the Christ; 
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that he only baptized with water, but the Messii(§ 
should baptize with the Holy Ghost and with fire ;" 
he finally denounced judgment and great severities 
to all the world of im penitents, even abscission and 
fire unquenchable. And from this time forward, viz. 
** from the days of John the Baptist, the kingdom 
of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it 
hy force." For now the Gospel began to dawn, and 
John was like the morning star, or the blushings 
springing from the windows of the East, foretelling 
the approach of the Sun of Righteousness : and as 
St John Baptist laid the first rough, hard, and un- 
hewn stone of this building in mortification, self- 
denial, and doing violence to our natural aflfections ; 
so it was continued by the Master-builder himself, 
who propounded the glories of the crown of the 
heavenly kingdom to ihem only, who should climb 
the cross to reach it. Now it was, that muhitUdes 
should throng, and crowd to enter in at the strait 
gate, and press into the kingdom ; and the younger 
rothers should snatch the inheritance from the 
Ider, the unlikely from the more likely, the Gentiles 
from the Jews, the strangers from the natives, the 
publicans and harlots from the Scribes and Phari- 
sees, who, like violent persons, shall, by their impor- 
tunity, obedience, watchfulness, and diligence, snatch 
the kingdom from them, to whom it was first of- 
fered; and "Jacob shall be loved, and Esau re- 
jected." 

Considerations. 

Prom the disputation of Jesus with the doctors to 
the time of his manifestation to Israel, which was 
eighteen years, the holy Child dwelt in Nazareth, 
in great obedience to his parents, in exemplar mo- 
desty, singular humility; working with his hands in 
his supposed father's trade, for the support of hin 
own and his mother's necessities, and that he might 
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bear the curse of Adam^ that, ** in the sweat of hia 
brows he should eat his bread :" all the while, ** he 
increased in favor with God and man," sending 
forth excellent testimonies of a rare spirit and a 
wise understanding in the temperate instances of 
such a conversation, to which his humility and great 
obedience had engaged him. But, all this while, the 
stream ran under ground: and though little bab- 
blings were discerned in all the course, and all the 
way men looked upon him as upon an excellent per- 
son, diligent in his calling, wise and humble, tempe- 
rate and just, pious and rarely tempered; yet at the 
manifestation of John the Baptist, he brake forth 
like the jstream from the bowels of the earth, or the 
sun from a cloud, and gave us a precedent, that we 
shoidd not show our lights to minister to vanity, but 
then only, when God, and public order, and just dis- 
positions of men, call for a manifestation ; and yet 
the ages of men have been so forward in prophetical 
ministries, aiKl to undertake ecclesiastical employ- 
ment, that the viciousness, and indiscretions, and 
scandals, the church of God feels as great burdens 
upon the tenderness of her spirit, are, in great part, 
owing to the neglect of this instance of the prudence 
and modesty of the holy Jesus. 

But now the time appointed was come ; the Bap- 
tist comes forth upon the theatre of Palestine, a 
forerunner of the office and publication of Jesus, 
and, by the great reputation of nisf sanctity, prevail- 
ed upon the affections and judgment of the people, 
who, with much ease, believed his doctrine, when 
they had reason to approve his life ; for the good 
example of the preacher is always the most prevail- 
ing homily, his life is his best sermon. He, that wll 
raise affections in his auditory, must affect their 
eyes ; for we seldom see people weep, if the orator 
laughs loud and loosely ; and there is no reason to 
thiiuL, that his discourse should work more with m« 
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than himself. If his arguments be fair and specious, 
I shall think them fallacies, while they have not faith 
■with him ; and what necessity for me to be tempe- 
rate, when he, that tells me so, sees no such need, 
but hopes to go to heaven without it 1 or, if the duty 
be necessary, I sliall learn the definition of temper- 
ance, and the latitudes of my permission, and the 
bounds of lawful and unlawful, by the exposition 
of his practice; if he binds a burden upon my 
shoulders, it is but reason, I should look for him to 
bear his portion too. *Good works convince more 
than miracles ;' and the power of ejecting devils is 
not so great probation, that Christian religion came 
from God, as is the holiness of the doctrine, and its 
efficaicy and productions upon the hearty professors 
of the institution. St. Pachomius, when he wore 
the military girdle 'under Constantine the emperor, 
came to a city of Christians, who, having heard, that 
the army, in which he then marched, was almost 
starved for want of necessary provisions, of then: 
own charity relieved them speedily and freely. He, 
wondering at their so free and cheerful dispensation, 
inquired what kind of people these were, whom he 
saw so bountiful. It was answered, they were Chris- 
tians, whose profession it is to hurt no man, and to 
do good to every man. The pleased soldier was 
convinced of the excellency of that religion, which 
brought forth men so good and so. pious, and loved 
the mother for the children's sake ; threw away his 
girdle, and became Christian, and religious, and a 
saint. And it was TertuUian's great argument, in 
behalf of Christians, * See how they love one an- 
other, how every man is ready to die for his bro- 
ther :' it was a living argument, and a sensible de- 
monstration, of the purity of the fountain, from 
whence such limpid waters did derive. But so 
John the Baptist made himself a fit instrument of 
preparation; and so must all the Christian clergy 
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be fitted for the dissemination of the Goq)el of 
Jesus. 

The Baptist had, till this time, that is, about thirty 
years, lived in the wilderness under the discipline 
of the Holy Ghost, under the tuition of angels, in 
conversation with God, in great mortification and 
disaflcctions to ijie world,, his garments rugged and 
uneasy, his meat plain, necessary, and without va- 
riety, his employment prayers and devotion, his 
company wild beasts, in ordinary, in extraordinary, 
messengers from heaven ; and all this, not under- 
taken of necessity to subdue a bold lust, or to pun- 
ish a loud crime, but to become more holy and pure 
from the lesser stains and insinuations of too free in- 
firmities, and to prepare himself for the great minis- 
trv of serving the holy Jesus in. his, publication. 
Thirty years he lived in great austerity; and it was 
a rare patience and exemplar mortification: we use 
not to be so pertinacious in any pious resolutions, 
but our purposes disband upon the sense of the first 
violence ; we are free and confident of resolving to 
fast, when our bellies ar^ full ; but when we are 
caDed upon by the first necessities of nature, our 
zeal is cool, and dissoluble into air, upon the first 
temptation ; and we are not upheld in the violences 
of a short austerity without faintings and repent- 
ances to be repented of, ^ and inquirings after the 
vow is past," and searching for excuses and desires 
to reconcile our nature and -our conscience; unless 
our necessity be great, and our sin clamorous, and 
our conscience laden, and no peace to be had with- 
out it ; and it is well, if, upon any reasonable grounds, 
we can be brought to sufier contradictions of na- 
ture, for the advantages of grace. But it would be 
remembered, that, the Baptist did more upon H less 
necessity; and possibly, the greatness of the exam- 
ine may entice us on a little farther than the cus- 
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v. 

toms of the world, or our own inderotions, would 
engage us. \ 

But, after the expiration of a definite time, John 
cnme forth from his solitude, and served God in so- 
cieties. He served God, and^e content of his oWn 
spirit, b>y his conversing with angels, and dialogues 
with God, so long as he was in the wilderness ; and 
it might be some t/ouble to him to mingle with the 
inapurities of men, ajnongst whom he was sure to 
observe such recesses from perfection, such viola- 
tioir of all things sacred, so great despite done to all 
ministries of rehgion, that to him, who had no expe- 
rience or neighborhood of actions criminal, it must 
needs be to nis sublimed and clarified spirit more 
punitive and afflictive, than his hairen shirt and his 
ascetic diet was to his bodiy; but now hiinself, that 
tried both, was best able to judge, which state of 
life was of greatest advantage and perfection. 

'* In his solitude he did breathe more pure inspira- 
tion; heaven was more open, God was more famil- 
iar,' and frequent in his visitations. In the wilder- 
ness his company was angels, his employment medi- 
tations and prayer> his temptations simple and from 
within, from the impotent and lesser rebellions of a 
mortified body, lus occasions of sin as few as his 
examples, his condition such, that, if his soul were 
at all busy, his life could not easily be other than 
the life of angds ; for his work and recreation, and 
his visits, and his retirements, could be nothing but 
the variety and difiering circumstances of his piety : 
his iiiclinations to society made it necessary for him 
to repea^ his addresses to God ; for his being a so- 
ciable creature, and yet in solitude, made that his 
conversing with God, and being partaker of Divine 
communications, should be the satisfaction ol his 
natural desires, aiid the supply of his singularity and 
retirement; the disoon^forts of which made it natu- 
ral for him to seek out for 86me refreshment, and, 
H 

Digitized by Google 



M THE UFi OF J£8US CHRIST. 

therefore, to go to heaven for it, he having rejected 
the solaces of the world already. And aD this, be- 
sides the innocencies of his silence, which is very 
great, and to be judged of in proportion to the infi- 
nite extravagancies of our language, there being no 
greater perfection here to be expected, than • not to 
offend in our tongue.' * It was solitude and retire- 
ment, in whicii Jesus kept hiif vigils; the desert 
places heard him pray ; in a privacy he was bom ; 
m the wilderness he fed his thousands ;. upon a moun- 
tain apart he was transfigured; upon a mountain he 
died; and from a mountain he ascended to his 
Father ;' in which retirements his devotion certainly 
did receive the advantage of convenient circum- 
stances, and himself in such dispositions twice had 
the opportunities of glory. 

• And yet, after all these excdleoces, the Spirit of 
God called the Baptist forth, to a more excellent 
ministry: for, in solitude, pious persons might go to 
heaven by the way of prayers and devotion ; but, in 
society, they might go to heaven by the way of 
mercy, and charity, and dispensations to others. In 
solitude, there are fewer occasions of vices, but 
there is also the exercise of fewer virtues ; and the 
temptations, though they be not from many objects, 
yet are, in some circumstances, more dangerous, 
not only because the worst of evils, spiritual prid,e, 
does seldom miss to creep upon those goodly oaks, 
like ivy, and suck their heart out, and a great mor* 
tifier witliout some complacencies in himself, or af- 
fectations or opinions, or something of singularity, 
is almost as unusual as virgin purity and unstained 
thoughts in the Bordelli, (S. Hierom had tried it, and 
found it so by experience, and he it was, that said 
so;) but also, because whatsoever temptation does 
invade such retired persons, they have, privacies 
enough to act it in, and no eyes lipon them but the 
eye a{ Heaven, no sham6 to encounter withal, no 
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fears of being discovered: 8tnd:we know by expe- 
rience, that a witness of our conversation is a great 
restraint to the inordinatibn of our actions. Men 
seek out darknesses and secrecies to commit a sin ; 
and ^the evi^, that no man sees, no man reproves ; 
a.nd that makes the temptation bold and confident, 
and the iniquity easy and ready :' so that, as tbey 
have not so many tempters^ as they have abroad, so 
-neither have they so many restraints ; their vices are 
not so many, but they are more dangerous in them- 
selves, and to the world safe and opportune. And 
as they communicate less with the world, so they do 
iess charity, and fewer offices of mercy : no sermons 
there but when solitude is made popular, and the 
<;itv removes into the wilderness ; no comforts of a 
public religion, or visible remonstrances of the com- 
munion of saints; and of all the kinds of spiritual 
jnercy, only one can there properly be exercised ; 
and, of the corporeall, none at all. And this is true 
in lives and institutions of less retirement, in propor- 
tion to the degree of the solitude: and> therefore, 
church-story reports of divers very holy persons, 
who. left their wilderness and sweetness of devotion 
in their retirement, to serve God in public by the 
ways of charity and exterior offices. Thus St 
Antony and Acepsamas came forth to encourage 
the fainting people to contend to death for the crown 
of martyrdom; and Aphraates, in the tiaaeofVa- 
lens, the Arian emperor, came abroad to assist the 
church, in the suppressing the flames, kindled by 
the Arian faction. And, upon this ground, they, 
that are the greatest admirers of eremitical life, call 
the episcopal function * the state of perfection,' and 
a degree of ministerial and honorary excellence be- 
yond the pieties and cotitemplations of solitude, be^ 
cause of the advantages of gaining souls, and reli* 
gious conversation, and going to God by doing good 
to others. ^ 
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John the Baptist united both these lives; and our 
blessed Savior, who is the great precedent of sanc- 
tity and prudence, hath determined this question in 
his own instance ; for he lived a life common, so- 
ciable, humane, charitable, and public ; and yet, for 
the opportunities of especial devotion, retired to 
prayer and contemplation, but came forth speedily; 
for the devil never set upon him but in the wilder- 
ness, and by the advantage of .retirement For as 
God hath so many, so the devil hath some, opportu- 
nities of doing his work in our solitariness. But 
Jesus reconciled both; and so did John the Baptist, 
in several degrees and manners : and from both we 
are taught, that solitude is a good school, and the 
world is the best theatre ; the institution is^best there, 
but the practice here ; the wilderness hath the ad- 
vantage of discipline, and society opportunities of 
perfection; privacy is the best for devotion, and the 
public for charity. In both, God hath many saints 
and servants; and from both, the devil hath had 
some. 

His sermon was an exhortation to repentance and 
an holy life : he gave particular schedules of duty to 
i»veraf states of persons; sharply reproved the 
Pharisees for their hypocrisy and impiety ; it being 
worse in them, because contrary to their rule, their 
profession, and institution ; gently guided others into 
the ways •f righteousness, calling them the " straight 
ways of the Lord," that is, the direct and shortest 
way to the kingdom, for of all lines the straight is 
the shortest, and as every angle is a turning out of 
tlie way, so. every sin is an obliquity, and interrupts 
the journey^ By such discourses, and a baptism, he 
disposed the spirits of men for the entertaining the 
Messias, and the homilies of the Gospel. For John's 
doctrine was to the sermons of Jesus, a6 a preface 
to a discourse ; and his baptisiti was to the new in- 
• 'tution and discipline of the kingdom, as the vigils 
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to a holy day; c^ the same kind, in a less degree. 
But the whole economy of it reprei^nts to us, that 
repentance is the first intromission into the sanctities 
of Christian religion. The Lord treads upon no 
paths, that are not hallowed and made smooth by 
the jsorrows and cares of contrition, and the impedi- 
ments of sin cleared by dereliction and the succeed* 
ing fruits of emendation. But as it related to the* 
Jews, his baptism did signify, by a cognation to 
their usual rites and ceremonies of ablution, and 
washing Gentile proselytes, that the Jews had so far 
receded from their duty and that holiness, which 
God required of them by the law, that they were in 
the state of strangers, no better than heathens ; and, 
therefore, were to be treated, as themselves received 
Gentile proselytes, by a baptism and a new state of 
life, before they could be fit for the reception of the 
Messias, or be admitted to his kingdom. 

It was an excellent sweetness of religion, that had 
entirely possessed the soul of the Baptist, that in so 
great reputation of sanctity, so mighty concourse of 
people, such great multitudes of disciples and confi- 
dants, and such throngs of admirers, he was humble 
without mixtures "of vanity, and confirmed in his 
temper and piety against die strength of the most 
impetuous temptation. And he was tried to some 
purpose r for when he was tempted to confess him- 
self to be the Christ, he refused it ; or to be Elias, or 
to be accounted " that prophet," he refused all such 
great appellatives, and confessed himself only to be 
" a voice," the lowest of entitles, whose being de- 
pends upon the speaker, just as himself did upon the 
pleasure of God, receiving form, and publication, 
and employment, wholly by the will of his Lord, in 
order to the manifestation of " the Word eternal." 
It were well, that the spirits of men would not ar- 
rogate more than their own, though they did not 
lessen their own just dues. It may concern some 
US' 
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end of piety or prudence, that our reputation be jNre 
flffirved by all just means ; but never, that we assunie 
the dues of others, or grow viain by the spoils of an 
undeserved dignity. Honors are the rewards of 
virtije, or engagement upon offices of trouble and 
public use: but then they must suppose a preceding 
worth, or a fair employment But he that is a 
plagiary of others' titles or offices, and dresses faim- 
selfwith their beauties, hath no more solid worth 6r 
reputation, than he should have nutriment, if he ate 
only with their mouth, and slept their slumbers> him- 
self being open and unbound in all the regions of 
his senses. 

The Prayer. 

O holy and most glorious God, wlio, before the 

Siblication of thy eternal Son, the ,Prince of Peace, 
dst send thy servant, John Baptist, by the exam- 
ples of mortification, and the rude austerities of a 
penitential life, and by the sermons of penance, to 
remove all the impediments of sin, that the ways of 
his Lord and ours might be made clear, ready, and 
expedite ; be pleased to let thy Holy Spirit lead me 
in the straight paths of sanctity, without deflections 
to either hand, and without the interruption of dead- 
ly sin ; that I may, with facility, zeal, assiduity, and 
a persevering dSigence, walk in the ways of the 
Lord. Be pleased, that the ax may be laid to the 
root ^f «in, that the whole body of it may be cut 
down in me ; that no ff uit of Sodom may grow up 
to thy displeasure. Thoroughly purge^the floor and 
granary of my heart with thy fan, with the breath 
of thy Diviner Spirit, that it may be a holy reposi- 
tory of graces, and full of benediction and sanctity ; 
that when our Lord shall come, I may at all times 
be prepared for the ehtertainment of so divine a 
guest, apt to lodge him and to feast him, that he may 
for ever delight to dwell with me. And make me 
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also to dwell with him, sometimes retiring into his 
recesses and private rooms^ by contemplation, and 
admiring of his beauties, and beholding the secrets 
of his kingdom ; and, at all other times, walking in 
the courts of the Lord's house, by the diligences and 
labors of repentance and an holy hfe, till thou shalt 
please to call me to a nearer communication of thy 
excellences : which then grant, when, by thy gra- 
cious assistances, I shall have done thy works, and 
glorified thy holy name, by the strict and never- 
failing purposes and proportionate endeavors of re- 
ligion and holiness, . throagh the merits and mercies 
of Jesus Christ Amen. 



SECTION VIII. 



Of Jesus being baptized, and going into Ae Wilder^ 
ness to be tempted. 

Now the full time was come, Jesus took leave of 
his mother and his trade, to begin his Father's work, 
and the office prophetical, in order to the redemp- 
tion of the world ; and when " John was baptizing 
in Jordan, Jesus catme to John, to be baptized of 
him." The Baptist had never seen his face, because 
they had been, from their infancy, driven to several 
places, designed to several employments, and never 
met till now. But immediately the Holy Ghost in- 
spired St. John with a discerning and knowing 
spirit, and at his first arrival he knew him, and did 
him worship. And when Jesus desired to be bap- 
tized, " Johti forbade him, saying, I have need to be 
baptized of thee, and comest thou to me ?" For the 
baptism of John, although it was not a direct instru- 
ment of the Spirit for the collation of grace, neithw 
find we it administered in any form of words, not so 
much' as in the name of Christ to come,*(as many 
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dream,) (because, even after John had baptized, the 
Pharisees still doubted, if he were the Messias; 
which they would not, if, in the form of ministra- 
tion, he had published Christ to conie after him ; and 
also because it had not been proper for Christ him- 
self to have received that baptism, whose form had 
specified himself to come hereafter ; neither could it 
consist with the revelation which John had, and the 
confession which he made, to baptize in the name 
of Christ to come, whom the Spirit marked out to 
him to be come already, and himself pointed at him 
with his finger,) yet it was a ceremonious consigna- 
tion of the doctrine of repentance, which was one 
great part of the covenant evangelical, and was a 
Divine institution, the susception of it was in order 
to the fulfilling all righteousness ; it was a sign of hu- 
mility, the persons baptized confessed their sins ; it 
was a sacramental disposing to the baptism and 
faith of Christ ; but therefore John wondered, why 
the Messias, the Lamb of God, pure and without 
spot, who needed not the abstersions of repentance, 
or the washings of baptism, should demand it, and 
of him, a sinner and his servant And in the Hebrew 
Gospel of St. Matlhewi which the Nazarenes used 
at Bercea (as St. Hierom reports,) these words are 
added : • The mother of the Lord and his brethren 
said unto him, John Baptist baptized to the remis* 
sions of sins, let us go and be baptized of him. He 
said to them. What have I sinned, that I should go 
and be baptized of him V And this part of the story 
is also told by Justin Martyr. But Jesus wanted not 
a proposition to consign by his baptism proportiona- 
ble enough to the analogy of its institution ; for as 
others professed their return towards innocence, so 
he avowed his pCTseverahce in it ; and though he 
was never called in Scripture a sinner, yet he was 
made sin for us ; that is, he did undergo the shame 
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and the punishment; and therefore it was pc^pe? 
enough for him to perform the sacrament of sinners. 

But the holy Jesus, who came (as himself, in an- 
swer to the Baptist's question, professed) " to fulfiU 
all righteousfiess," would receive that rite, which 
hicL Father had instituted in order to the manifesta- 
tion of his Son. For although the Baptist had a 
glimpse of him by the first irradiations of the Spirit, 
yet John professed, that he therefore came baptizing 
w^ith water, that ^ Jesus might be manifested to 
Israel ;" and it was also a sign given to the Baptist 
himself, that "on whomsoever he saw the Spirit 
descending and remaining,'' he is the person, " that 
baptizeth with the holv Ghost." And God chose to 
actuate the sign at the waters of Jordan, in great 
and religious assemblies, conv^ied there at John's 
baptism ; and therefore Jesus came to be baptized, 
and, by this baptism, became known to John, who, 
as before he gave to him an indiscriminate testimo^ 
ny, so now he pointed out the person in his sertnons 
and discourses, and, by calling him the Lamb of 
God, prophesied of his passion, and preached him 
to be the world's Redeemer, and the sacrifice for 
mankind. He was now manifest to Israel ; he con- 
firmed^ the baptism of John ; he sanctified the water 
to become sacramental and ministerial in the remis- 
sion of sins; he by a real event declared, that to 
them, who should. rightly be baptized, the kingdom 
of heaven should certainly be opened; he inserted 
himself, by that ceremony, into the society and par- 
ticipation of the hply people, of which communion 
himself was Head and Prince; and he did, in a sym- 
bol, purify human nature, whose stains and guilt he 
had undertaken. . , - 

As soon as John had performed his ministry, and 
Jesus was baptized, he praved, and the hjeavens 
were opened, and the air clarified by a new and 
glorious light ; " and the Holy Ghost, in the manner 
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of & dove, alighted upon'' his sacred head, and God 
the Father cave "a voice from heaven, saying, 
Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleas- 
ed." This was the inauguration and proclamation 
of the Messias,' when he began to be the great 
Prophet of the new covenant And this was. the 

S'eatest meeting that ever was upon earth, where 
e whole cabinet of the mysterious Trinity was 
opened and shown, as much as the capacities of our 
present imperfections will permit^ the second person 
m the veil of humanity, tne third in the shape, or 
with the motion of a dove ; but the first kept his 
primitive state ; and as to the Israelites he gave no- 
tice by way of caution, " Ye saw no shape, but ye 
heard a voice ;" so now also God the Father gave 
testimony to his holy Son, and appeared only in a 
voice, without any visible representment 

As ^oon as ever the Savior of the world was 
baptized, had opened -the heavens, which yet never 
had been opened to man, and was declared the Son 
of God, ''Jesus was, by the Spirit, driven into the 
wilderness," not by an unnatur&l violence, but by 
the efficacies of inspiration, and. a supernatural in- 
cUnation and activity of resolution ; for it was the 
Holy Spirit that bare him thither ; he was led by 
the good Spirit to be tempted by the evil : whither 
also ne was pleased to retire, to make demonstration, 
that even in an active life, such as he was designed 
to and intended, some recesses and temporary de- 
missions of the world are most expedient, for such 

. persons especially, whose office is prophetical, and 
for institution pf others, that, by such vacancies in 
prayer and contemplation, they may be better ena- 
bled to teach ptherjs, when they have in such retire- 
tnents conversed with God. 

In the desert, which was four mUes from the 
place of his baptism, and about twenty miles from 

^Jerusalem, as the common computations are, he did 
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abide ^^ forty days and forty nights," where he was 
perpetually disturbed and assauSed with evil spirits, 
in tne midst of wild beasts, in a continual fast, with- 
out eating bread or drinking water ; *^ and the an^cds 
ministered to him," .being messengers of comiort 
and suistentation, sent from.his Father, for the sup- 
port and siervice of his humanity, and employed m 
resisting and discountenancing the assaults and tem- 
poral hostilities of the spirits of darkness. 

Whether the devils appeared in any horrid and 
ajBTnghting shapes, is not certain; but it is more 
likely, to a ^person of so great sanctity and high de> 
signation, they would appear more- angelical and 
immaterisJ, in representments intellectual, in words 
and ideas, temptations and entipements, because 
Jesus was not a person of those low weaknesses to 
be affrighted or trouble with an ugly phantasm, 
which can do nothing but abuse the weak and im- 
perfect conceptions of persons nothing extraordina- 
ry. And this was the way, which Satan, or the 
prince of the devils, took, whose temptations were 
reserved for the last . assault, and the great dav of 
trial ; for at the expiration of his forty days, Jesus 
being hungry, the tempter invited him only to eat 
bread of his own p'-oviding, which might refresh 
his humanity, and prove his Divinity, hoping that 
his hunger, and the desire of convincing the devil, 
might tempt him to eat before the time appointed. 
** But Jesus answered. It is written, Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word, that pro- 
ceeds out of the mouth of God :" meaning that in 
every word of Grod, whether- the commandment 
be general or special, a promise is either expressed 
or implied of the supply of all provisions necessary 
for him, that is doing the wbrk of God ; and that 
was the present case of Jesus, who was then doinjR 
Ms Father's work, and promoting our interest, ana 
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therefiNre was sure to be provided for ; and therefore 
80 are we. 

. The devil having felled in this assauk* tries him 
again* requiring but a demonstnition of his being the 
Son of GtKi. He ** sets hiin upon the battlement of 
the temple/' and invites him to throw himself downv 
upon a pretence that God would send his angels to 
keep his Son, and quotes Scripture for it But Jesu^ 
understood it well ; and thoush he was secured of 
God's protection, ye^t he would not tempt God, nor 
solicit his providence to a dereliction, by tempting 
him to an unnecessary conservation, This assault 
was silly and -weak. But at last he unites all his 
power of stratagem, and places the holy'Jesua upon 
an exceedii^ high mountain, aiid» by an angefical 
power, draws into one centre s^cie» and ideas from 
all the kingdoms and glories of the worldyjind makes 
an admirable map of beauties, and represents it to 
the eyes of Jesus, saying, that all that was put into 
bis power to give, and he ^'-wotdd give it him, if he 
would fall down and worship him.'* But then the 
holy Lamb was angry as a provoked lion, and com- 
nninded him away, when his temptation!^ were vio- 
lent, and his denc^ands impudent and blasphemous. 
** Then the devil leaveth him^and the angels came 
and ministei:ed unto him/' bringing such things as 
his necessities required, after he had, by a forty 
days' fast, done penance for our sins, and consigoed 
to his church the doctrine and discipline of fasting 
in prder to a contemplative life, and the resisting and 
overcoming all the temptatioQs and allurements of 
the 4evil, and all our gho;stIy enemies. 

Consideration^' . 

When the day did break, and the Bapjist was buiy 
in his offices, the, Sun of Righteousness soon entered 
upon our hemisphere ; and after he had' lived a life 
of darkness ai>d silence for thirty years together, 
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jet now that he came to do the greatest work in the 
world, and to minister in the most honorable em- 
bassy, he would do nothing of singularity, but fulfil 
all righteousness, and satisfy all commands, and join 
in the common rites and sacraments, which aU peo* 
pie, innocent or penitent, did undergo, either as 
deleteries of sin or instruments of grace. For so he 
would needs be baptized by hi« servant ; and though 
he was of purity sufficient' to do it, and did actually, 
by his baptism, purify the purifier, and sanctify that 
and all otner streams to a holy ministry and effect, 
yet he went in, bowing his head like a sinner, un- 
clothing himself like an imperfect person, and crav- 
ing to be washed, as if he had been crusted with an 
impure leprosy ; thereby teaching us to submit our- 
selves to all those rites which he would institute ; and 
although some of them be, like the baptism of John, 
joined with confession of sins, and publication of 
our infirmities, yet it were better for us to lay by 
our loads, and wash our ulcers, than by concealing 
them, out of vainer desires of impertinent reputa- 
tion, cover our disease till we are hea:rt-sick and die.- 
But when so holy a person does all the pious minis- 
tries of the more imperfect, it is a demonstration to 
us, tliat a life common and ordinary, without s^^- 
tation or singularity, is thd most prudent and safe. 
Every great change, every violence of fortune, all 
eminences and unevennesses whatsoever, whether 
of person or accident, or circumstance, puts us to 
a new trouble, requires a distinct care, creates new 
dangers, objects more temptations, marks us out the 
objects of envy, makes our standing more insecure, 
and our fall more contemptible and ridiculous. But 
an even life, spent with as much rigor of dufy to 
God as ought to be, yet in^ the same manner of de- 
votions, in the susception of ordinary offices, in bear- 
ing ptiblic burdens, frequenting public assemblies, 
performing offices of civility, receiving all the rites 
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of an esUUished religion, complying with national 
customs, and hereditary solemnities of a people ; in 
nothing disquieting public peace, or disrelishing the 
great instruments of an innocent communion, or dis« 
solving the circumstantial ligaments of charity, or 
breaking laws, and the great relations and necessi- 
tudes of the world, out of fancy or singularity, is the 
best way to live holily, and safely, and happily; 
safer from sin and envy, and more removed from 
trouble and temptation. 

" When Jesus was baptized, he prayed, and the 
heavens were opened." External rites of Divine in- 
stitution, receive benediction and energy from above, 
but it is by the mediation of prayer ; for there is 
nothing ritual, but it is also joined with something 
moral, and required, on our part, in all persons ca- 
pable of the use of reason, that we may understand, 
that the blessings of religion are works and graces 
too : God, therefore, requiring us to do something, 
not that we may glory in it, but that we may esti- 
mate the grace, and go to God for it i(i the means 
of his own hallowing. Naaman bad been stupid, if, 
when the prophet bade him wash seven times in 
Jordan for his cure, he had not confessed the cure 
to be wrou^t by the God of Israel, and the ministry 
of his prophet,, but had made himself the author, be- 
cause of his obedience to the enjoined condition; 
and it is but a weak fancy to derogate from God's 
grace, and the glory and the freedom of it, because 
he bids us wash before we are cleansed, and pray 
when we are washed, and commands us to ask be- 
fore we shall receive. But this also is true, from this 
instance, that the external rite of sacrament is so in- 
strumental in a spiritual grace, that it never does it 
but with the conjunction of something moral: and 
this truth is of so great persuasion in the Greek 
church, that the mystery of consecration in the ven- 
erable eucharist is amongst them attributed not to 
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any mystical words and secret operations of syfla- 
bles, but to. the efficacy of the prayers of the church, 
in the just imitation of the whole action and the rite 
of institution. And the purpose of it is, that we 
might secure the excellence and holiness of such 
predispositions and concomitant graces, which are 
necessary to the worthy and effectual susoeption of 
the external rites of Christianity. 

After the holy Jesus was baptized and had prayed, 
the heavens opened, the Holy Ghost descended, and 
a voice from heaven proclaimed him to be the Son 
of God, and one in whom the Father was well 
pleased ; and the same ointment that was cast upon 
the head of our High Priest, went unto his beard, 
and thence fell to the borders of his garment : for as 
Christ, our Head, felt these effects in manifestation, 
so the church believes God does to her, and to her 
meanest children, in the susception of the holy rite 
of baptism, in right, apt, and holy dispositions. For 
the heavens open too upon us ; and the Holy Ghost 
descends, to sanctify the waters, and to hallow the 
catechumen, and to pardon the past and repented 
sins, and to consign him to the inheritance of sons, 
and to put on his military girdle, and give him the 
sacrament and oath of fidelity : for all this is under- 
stood to be meant by those frequent expressions of 
Scripture, calling baptism " the laver of regenera- 
tion, illumination, a washing away the filth of the 
flesh, and the answer of a good conscience, a beitig 
buried with Christ," and many others of the like pur- 
pose and significatioh. But we may also learn hence, 
acredly to esteem the rites of religion, which he 
first sanctified by his own personal susception, and 
then made necessary by his own institution and com- 
mand ; and God hath made to be conveyances of 
blessing, and ministries of the Holy Spirit. 

" The Holy Ghost descended upon Jesus, in the 
manner or visible representment of a dove ;" either 
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in similitiKle of figure, which he was pleased to as- 
some, as the church more generally hath believed ; 
or at least be did descend Tike a dove, and in his 
robe of fire hovered over the Baptist's head, and 
then " sat upon him," as the dove uses to sit upon 
the house of her dwelling ; whose proprieties of na 
ture are pretty and modest hieroglyphics of the duty 
of spiritual persons, which are thus observed in both 
philosophies. The dove sings not» but mourns ; it 
hath nb gaU, strikes not with its bill, hath no crooked 
talons, and forgets its young ones soonest of any of 
the inhabitants of the air. And the efiects ^f the 
Holy Spirit are symbolical in all the sons of sancti- 
fication: for the voice of the church is sad in those 
accents, which express her own condition : but as 
the dove is not so sad in her breast as in her note, 
so neither is the interior condition of the church 
wretched and miserable, but indeed her song is most 
of it elegy within her pwn walls, and her condition 
looks sad, and her joys are not pleasures in the pub- 
lic estiiiiate ; but they that afflict her, think her mis- 
erable, because they know not the sweetnesses of a 
holy peace and serenity which supports her spirit, 
and plains the heart under a rugged brow, making 
the soul festival under the noise of a threne ana 
sadder groanings. But the sons of consolation are 
also taught their duty by this apparition: for upon 
whomsoever the Spirit descends, he teaches him to 
be meek and charitable, neither emending by the 
violence of hands nor looser language. For the 
dove is inoffensive in beak and foot, and feels no dis^ 
turbance and violence of passions, when its dearest 
interests are destroyed ; that we also may be of an 
even spirit in the saddest accidents, which usually 
discompose our peace: and however such symboli- 
cal intimations receive their efficacy from the fancy 
of the contriver ; yet here, whether this apparition 
did intend any such moral representment or no, it is 
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certain, that wherever the Holy Spirit does dwell» 
there also peace and sanctity, meekness and charity, 
a mortified will, and an active dereliction of oar de- 
sires, da inhabit. But besides this hieroglyphical 
representment, this dove, like that whieh Noan sent 
aut from the ark, did aptly signify the world to be 
renewed, and all to be turned to a new creation; 
and Qod hath made a new covenant with us, that, 
unless we provoke him, he will never destroy us any 
more. 

No sooner had the voice of God pronounced Jesus 
to be the weli-beloved Son of God, but the devil 
thought it of great concernment to attempt him, 
with all his malice and his art; and that is the condi- 
tion of all those, whom God's grace hath separated 
from the common expeptations and societies of the 
world : and therefore the son of Sirach gave good 
advice : " My son, if thou come to serve the Lord, 
prepare thy soul* for temptation;" for not only the 
spirits of darkness are exasperated at the declension 
of their own kingdom^ but also the nature and con- 
stitution of virtues and eminent graces, which holy 
persons exercise in their lives, is such as to be easily 
assailable by iheir contraries, apt to be lessened by 
t]me». to be interrupted by weariness, to grow flat 
and insipid by tediousness of labor, to be omitted 
and grow infrequent, by the impertinent divemons 
of society and secular occasions ; so that to rescind 
the ligaments of vice, made firm by nature and evil 
habits; to acquire every new degree of virtue, to 
continue the holy fires of zeal in their just propor- 
tion, to overcome the devil, and to reject the invita- 
tions of the world, and the softer embraces of the 
flcshf which are the proper employment of the sons 
of God, is a perpetual dilficulty ; and every possibili- 
ty of prevaricating the.stricmesses of a duty, is a 
temptation, and an insecurity to them, who have 
beimn to serve God in hard battles. 
* 12 
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Th« holy Spirit did drive Jesus into the wilderness, 
to be tempted by the devil. And though we are 
bound to pray instantly, that we fall into no tempta- 
tion; yet if, by Divine permission, or by an inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, we be engaged in an action 
or course of life, that is full of temptation, and emp- 
ty of comfort, let us apprehend it as an issue of Di- 
vine Providence, as an occasion of the rewards of 
diligence and j^tience, as an instrument of virtue, 
as a designation of that way, in which we must 
yorify God ; but no argument of disfavor, since our 
dearest Lord, the most holy Jesus, who could have 
driven the devil away by the breath of his mouth, 
yet was, by the Spirit of his Father, permitted to a 
trial and molestation" by the spirits of darkness. 
Arid this is St. James's counsel ; " My brethren, count 
it all joy, when ye enter into divers temptations ; 
knowing that the trial of your faith worketh pa- 
tience," Jam. i. 2. So far is a blessing, when the 
Spirit is the instrument of our motion, and brings us 
to the trial of our faith : but if the Spirit leaves us, 
and delivers us over to the devil, not to be tempted, 
but to be abused and ruined, it is a sad condition, 
and the ffreatest instance of their infelicity, whom 
the church, upon sufficient reason, and with oonape- 
tent authority, delivers over to Satan, by the inmc- 
tion of the greater excommunication. 

As soon as it was permitted to the devil to tempt 
6ur Lord, he, like fire, had no power to suspend his 
act, but was as entirely determined by the fulness 
of his malice, as a natural agent by the appetites of 
nature ; that we may know, to whom we owe the 
>iappiness of all those hours and days of peace, in 
whic^ we sit under the trees of paradise, and see 
no serpent encircling lAe branches, arid presenting 
us with fair fruit, to rjin us. It is the mercy of God 
we have the quietness of a minute : for if the deVil's 
chain were taten o^f, he woiiid rriake our very beds 
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a torment ; our tables to be a snare ; our sleeps fan- 
tastic, lustful, and illusive; and every sense should 
have an object of delight and danger, an hyena to 
kiss, and to 'perish in its embraces. But the holy 
Jesus having been assaulted by the devil, and felt 
his malice by the experiments of humanity, is be- 
come so merciful a High Priest, and so sensible of 
our sufferings and danger, by the apprehensions of 
compassion, that he hath put a hook into the nostrils 
of Leviathan ; and although the relics of seven na- 
tions be in our borders and fringes of our country, 
yet we live as safe as did the Israelites, upon v^horti 
sometimes an inroad and invasion was made, and 
sometimes they had rest forty years ; and when the 
storm came, some remedy was found out by his 
grace, by whose permission the tempest was stirred 
up ; arid we find many persons, who in seven years 
meet not with a violent temptation to a crime^ but 
their battles are against impediments and retarda- 
tions of improvement ; their own rights are not di- 
rectly questioned, but the devil and sin are wholly 
upon the defensive. Our duty here is an act of 
adection to God, making returns of thanks for th« 
protection, and of duty, to secure and continue the 
favor. 

But the design of the Holy Ghost being to expose 
Jesus to the temptation, he arniis himself with fasting, 
and prayer, and baptism, and the Holy Spirit, against 
the day of battle ; he continues in the wildemess 
forty days and forty nights, without meat and drink, 
attending to the immediate addresses and colloquies 
with God ; not suffepng the interruption of meals, 
but representing his own and the necessities of all 
mankind, with such affections and instances of spi- 
rit, love, and wisdom, as might express the excel- 
lence of his person, and promote the work of our 
redemption ; nis conversation being, in this interval, 
but a resemblance of angelical perfection, and his 

Digitized by Google 



104 THE UFE OF JESUS CHHIST. 

fasts not an instrument of mortification, for he need- 
ed none ; he had contracted no stain from his own 
nor his parent's acts ; neither do we find, that he 
was at all hungry, or afflicted with his abstinence, 
till after the expiration of forty days. He was af- 
terwards " an hungered," said the evangelist ; and 
his abstinenc.e from meat might be a defecation of 
his faculties, and an opportunity of prayer, but we 
are not sure it intendea any thing else. But it may 
concern the prudence of reUgion, to snatch at this 
occasion of duty, so far as the instajice is imitable; 
and in all violences of temptation to fast and pray, 

?>rayer being a rare antidote against the poison, and 
asting a convenient disposition to intense, actual, and 
undisturbed prayer. 

The devil's first temptation of Christ was upon 
the instances and first necessities of nature ;- Christ 
was hungry, and the devil invited him to break his 
fast upon the expense of a miracle, by turning the 
stones into bread. But the answer Jesus made, was 
such as taught us, since the ordinary providence of 
God is sufficient for our provision or support, extra- 
ordinary ways of satisfying necessities are not to 
be undertaken; but Qod must be relied upon,>his 
time attended, bis manner entertained, and his mea- 
sure thankfully received. Jesus refused to be reliev- 
ed, and denied to manifest the Divinity of his per- 
son, rather than he would do an act, which had in 
it the intimation of a diffident spirit, or might be 
expounded a disreputation to God's providence. And, 
therefore, it is an improvident care and impious se- 
curity, to take evil courses, and use vile instruments, 
to furnish our table, and provide for our necessities. 
God will certainly give us bread ; and till he does, 
we can live by the breath of his mouth, by the word 
of God, by the tight of his countenance, by the re- 
frediment of his promises ; for if God gives not 
provisions into our granaries, he can feed us out of 
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his own, that is, out of the repositories of charity. 
If the flesh-pots be removed, he can also alter the 
appetite ; and when our stock is spent, he can also 
lessen the necessity ; or if that continues, he can 
drown the. sense of it in a deluge of patience and 
resignation. Every word of God's mouth can cre- 
ate a grace, and every grace can supply two neces- 
sities, both of the body and spirit, by the comforts 
of this to support that, that they may bear each 
other's burden, and alleviate the pressure. 

But the devil is always prompting us to change 
our stones into bread, our sadnesses into sensual 
comfort, our dr}niesses into inundations of fancy and 
exterior sweetnesses : for he knows, that the ascetic 
tables of mortification and the stones of the desertt 
are more healthful than the fullnesses of voluptuous- 
ness and the corn of the valleys. He cannot endure, 
we should live a life of austerity or self-denial : if 
he can get us but to satisfy our senses, and a little 
more freely to please our natural desires, he then 
hath a fair field for the battle ; but so long as we 
force him to fight in4iedges and morasses, encircling 
and crowding up his strengths into disadvantages, by 
our stone walls, our hardnesses of discipline and rude- 
nesses of mortification, we can with more facilities 
repel his flatteries, and receive fewer incommodities 
of spirit But thus the devil will abuse us, by the 
impotency of our natural desires ; and therefore let 
us go to God, for satisfaction of our wishes. God 
can, and does, when it is good for us, change our 
stones into bread : for he is a Father so merciful, 
that " if we ask him a fish, he will not give us a 
scorpion; if we ask him bread, he will not offer us 
a stone ; but will satisfy all our desires by ministra- 
tions of the Spirit, making stones to become our 
meat, and tears our drink ; which, although they 
are unpleasant and harsh to natural appetites, yet, 
by the operation and influences of God's Holy Spi- 
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rit, they are made instrucoents of health, and life, 
and salvation.^ 

The devil, perceiving Jesus to be a person of 
greater eminence and perfection, than to be moved 
by sensual and low desires, makes a second assault, 
by a temptation something more spiritual, and tempts 
him to presumption and indiscreet confidence, to a 
throwing himself down from the pinnacles of the 
temple ; upon the stock of predestination, that God 
mignt secure him by the ministry of angels, and so 
prove his being the Son of God. And indeed it is 
usual with the devil, when severe persons have so 
much mortified their lower appetites, that they are 
not easily overcome by an invitation of carnality or 
intemperance, to stir them to opinions of their own 
sanctity, and make their first escaping prove their 
second and greater dangers. But that the devil 
should persuade Jesus to throw himself down, be- 
cause he was the Son of God, was an invitation to 
no purpose, save ohly that it gave occasion to this 
truth, That God's providence secures all his sons in 
the ways of nature, and while they are doing their 
duty ; but loves not to be tempted to acts unreasona- 
ble and unnecessary* God will protect his servants 
in or from all evils happening without their know- 
ledge, or against their will ; but not from evils of 
their own procuring. Heron, an inhabitant of the 
desert, suflfered the same temptation, and was over- 
come by it ; for he died with his fall, sinfully and 
ingloriously. For the caresses of God's love to his 
saints and servants are security against all but them- 
selves. The devil and all the world offer to do them 
mischief, but then they shall be safe, because they 
are innocent ; if they once offer to do the same to 
themselves, they lose their protection,^because they 
lost their prudence and their charity. But here, 
also, it will concern all those, who, by their eminent 
emplo3niient, and greater ministries in ecclesias- 
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ticals, are set upon the .jMnnacle of the temple, to 
take care that the de^dl tempt not them to a preci- 

Eice ; a fall from so great a height will break the 
ones in pieces: and yet there also the station is 
less firm, the posture most uneasy, the prospect ver- 
tiginous, and tlie devil busy,:and desirous to thrust us 
headlong. 

St, Hierom here observes well, the devil iiftending 
mischief to our blessed Savior, invited him " to cast 
himself down." He may persuade us to a fall, but 
cannot precipitate us without our own act. And it 
is an infinite mercy in God, that the devil, who is 
of malice infinite, is of so restrained and limited a 
power, that he can do us no ghostly disadvantage, 
out by persuading us to do it ourselves. And then 
it will be a strange imprudence to lay violent and 
unreasonable hands upon ourselves, and do that 
mischief which our strongest and most malicious 
adversary cannot; or to be invited by the only 
rhetoric of a dog's ^barking, to come near him, to 
U0tie his chain, to unloose his muzzle, for no other 
end but that we may be bitten. Just such a fool is 
every person, that consents to the temptation of the 
devil. 

By this time the devil began to perceive that this 
was the Son of God, and designed to be the King 
of all the world, and therefore resolved, for the last 
assault, to proflfer him the kingdoms of the world ; 
thinking ambition more likely to ruin him, because 
he knew it was that which prevailed upon himself, 
and all those fallen stars, the angds of darkness* 
That the devil told a lie, it is most likely, when h« 
said, he had power to dispose the kingdoms of the 
\eorid ; for originally, and by proper and inherent 
right, God alone disposes all goveraments : but it is 
also certain, that the devil is a person capable of a 
delegate employment, in some great mutation of 
9tatal; and many probabilities have been pbserwd 
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by wise personages, persuading th^X the grandeur 
of the Roman empire was, in the de^ees of incre- 
ment and decrement, permitted to the power and 
managing of the devil ; that the greatness of that 
government, being in all appearance full of advan- 
tage to Satan's kingdom, and employed for. the dis- 
improvement of the weak beginnings and improba- 
ble increase of Christianity, might give lustre and 
demonstration to it, that it came from God : since 
the great permissions of power made to the devil, 
and acted with all art and malice in defiance of the 
religion, could* produce no other effect upon it, but 
that it made it grow greater; and the greatness 
was made more miraculous, since the devil, when 
his chain was off, fain would, but could not, sup- 
press it 

The Lamb of God, that heard him with patience 
tempt him to do himself a mischief, and to throw 
himself headlong, could by no means endure it, when 
he tempted to a direct dishonoring of God. Our 
own injuries are opportunities of patience; but when 
the glory of God, and his immediate honor, is the 

3uestion,then is the occasion and precise minute for 
le flames of a clear-shining and unconsuming zeaL 
But the care of God's glory had so filled and em- 
ployed all the faculties of Jesus, that he takes do 
notice of the, offer: and it were well also, that we 
had fewer opinions of the lustre of worldly digni- 
ties, or at least that we, in imitation of our blessed 
Master, should refuse to accept all the world, when 
it is to be bought of the devi], at the expense of a 
deadly sin. For that government cannot be very 
honorable, that makes us slaves to the worst of ty- 
rants ; and all those princes and great personiages, 
who, by injury and usurpation, possess and invade 
Others'.rights, would do well to consider, that a king- 
dom is too dearly paid for, if the condition be fiM 
to worship the devUi 
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When the devil could do no good, " he departed 
fpr a time." If he could ever have spied a tim^ 
of returning, he wanted not will nor malice to ob- 
serve and upe it : and although Jesus was a person 
without danger, yet 1 doubt not but the Holy Ghost 
described that circumstance, that we should not 
have the secvirities of a deep peace, when we have 
had the success of conquerors, for a 'surprise is most 
full of horror and of more certain ruin ; so that we 
have no security, bat a perpetual observation ; that, 
together with the grace of God, (whp takes ckte 
of all his servants^ and will drive away the tempter 
when he pleases, and help us always when we need,) 
IS as great an argument for our confidence, and enV 
couragement to our prayers and address to God, 
as it is safety to our person, and honor to our vic- 
tory. And let us account it our honor, that the 
trials of temptation, which is the greatest sadness 
of our condition, are hallow^ed by the temptation 
of Jesus, and our condition assured by bis assist- 
ances, and the assistances procured by our prayers 
most easily upon the advantage of his sufierings 
and compassion. And we may observe, that pov- 
erty, predestination, and ambition, are the three 
quivers, from which the devil drew his arrows, 
which (as tlie most likely to prevail) he shot against 
Christ: but now he shot in vain, and gave proba- 
tion that he might be overcome ; our Captain hath 
conquered for himself and us. By these instances 
we see our danger, and how we are provided .of a 
iremedy. 

The Prayer. 

O holy Jesus, who didst fulfil till righteousness, 
and didst live a life of evenness, and obedience, and 
community, submitting thyself to all rites and sanc- 
tions of Divine ordinance; give me grace to live, 
in the fellowship of thy holy church, a life of piety 
K 
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and without singularity, receiving the sweet infici- 
encc of thy sacraments and rites. I adore thy good- 
ness infinite, that thou hast been pleased to wash my 
soul in the laver of regeneration, that thou hast con- 
signed me to the participation of thy favors by the 
holy eucharist. Let me not retui*n to the infirmities 
of "the old man, whom thou hast crucified on thy 
cross, and who was buried with thee in baptism : 
nor renew the crimes of my sinful years, which 
were so many recessions from baptismal purities : 
but let me ever receive the emissions of thy Divine 
Spirit, and be a son of God, a partner of thine im- 
mortal inheritance; and when thou seest it need- 
ful, I may receive testimony from heaven, that I ana 
thy servant and thy child. And grant that I may 
8o walk, that I neither disrepute the honor of the 
Christian institution, nor stain the whiteness of that 
innocence, which thou didst invest my soul withal, 
when I put on the baptismal robe, nor break my 
holy vow, nor lose my right of inheritance, which 
thou hast given me by promise and grace; but that 
thou mayest love me with the love of a father, aind 
a brother, and a husband, and a lord, and I serve 
thee in the communion of thy saints, in the suscep- 
tion of sacraments, in the actions of a holy life, and 
in a never-failing love or uninterrupted devotion ; to 
the glory of thy name, and the promotion of all 
those ends of religion, which thou hast designed in 
the excellent economy of Christianity, Grant this, 
holy Jesus, for thy mercy's sake, and for the honor 
of thy name, which is, and shall be, adored for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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SECTION IX. 

Of the first Manifestation of JesuSf by Vic Testimony 
of Johuy and a Mirack. 

After that the Baptist, by a sign from heaven 
was confirmeil in spirit and understanding, that 
Jesus was the Messias, he immediately published to 
the Jews what God had manifested to him ; and first 
to the Priests and Levites, sent in legation from the 
Sanhedrim, he professed indefinitely, in answer to 
their question, that himself was " not the Christ, nor 
Elias, nor that Prophet," whom they, by a special 
tradition, did expect to be revealed, they l^new not 
when. And concerning himself definitely ho said 
nothing, but that he was " the voice of one crying in 
the wilderness. Make straight the way of tho Lord." 
He it was who was then " amongst them," but ** not 
known," a person of great dignity, to whom the 
Baptist was " not worthy" to ao the office of the 
lowest ministry, " who, coming after John, was pro- 
ferred far before him," who was to increase, and 
the Baptist was to decrease, who did " baptize with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire." 

This was the character of his personal preroga- 
tives ; but as yet no demonstration was made of liis 
Serson, till after the descent of the Holy Ghost upon 
esus, and then whenever the Baptist saw Jesus, ho 
points him out with his finger,. *• Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sins of the world ; 
this is he." Then he shows hrm to Andrew, Simon 
Peter's brother, with the same designation, and to 
another disciple with him, " who both followed Jesus, 
and abode with him all night :" Andrew brings his 
brother Simon with him, and then Christ changes 
his name from Simon to Peter, or Cephas, which 
signifies a stone. Then Jesus himselif finds oul 
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Philip of Bethsaida, and bade him follow him; and 
Philip finds out Nathanael, and calls him to see. 
Thus persons bred in a dark cell, upon their first 
ascent to the chambers of light, all run staring upon 
the beauties of the sun, and call the partners of their 
darkness to communicate in their new and strange 
revelation. 

When Nathanael wag corhe to Jesus, Christ sa^ 
his heart, and gave him a testimony to be troly 
honest, and full of holy simplicity, " a true Israelite, 
without guile." And Nathanael, being overjoyed 
that he had found the Messias, believing out of love, 
and loving by reason of bis joy, and no iSUspicion, 
iook thai for a proof and verification of his person, 
4vhich was very insufficient to confirm a doubt, or 
i'atify a probability : but so wo believe a story which 
We love, taking probabilities for demonstl-ations, and 
casual accidents for probabilities, and any thing 
Crecites Vehement presumptions ; in which cases our 
guides ai'e not our knowing faculties, but oui* affec- 
tions ; and if they be holy, God guides them into the 
right persuasions, as he does little birds to make 
tare nests, though they understand not the mystery 
of operation, nor the design and purpose of the ac- 
tion. 

But Jesus took his will and forwardness of affec- 
tions in so good part, that he promised him greater 
things ; and this gave.occasion to the first prophecy, 
which was made by Jesus. For " Jesus said unto 
him, Because I said I saw thee under the fig-tree, 
belie vest thou? Thou shak see greater things than 
these :" arid then he prophesied, that he should see 
" heaven open, arid the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man." But, being a doc- 
tor of the law, Christ chose him not at all to the col- 
lege of apostles. 

Much about the same time, there happetied to be 
a ruarriage in Cana of Galilee, in the vicinage of 
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his dwellings where John the Evangelist is, by same> 
supposed to have been the bridegroom ; (but of this 
there is no certainty:) and thither Jesus being, with 
his mother, invivjd, he went to do civility to the 
persons espoused, and to do honor to the holy rite 
of marriage. The persons then married were but 
of indifferent fortunes, richer in love of neighbors 
than m the fullness of rich possessions; they had 
more company than wine. !For the master of the 
feai^t, (whom, according to the order and piety of 
the nation, they chose from the order of priests, to 
be president of the feast, by the reverence of his 
person to restrain all inordination, by his discretion 
to govern and order the circumstanrces, by his reli- 
gious knowledge to direct the solemnities of mar- 
riage, and to retain all the persons and actions in 
the bounds of prudence and modesty,) cottiplained 
to the bridegroom that the guests wanted wine. 

As soon as the holy Virgin-mother had noticis of 
the want, out of charity, that uses to be employed 
in supplying even the minutest and smallest articles 
of necessity, as well as the clamorous importunity 
of extremities and great indigences, she complained 
to h^r son by an indefinite address f not desiring 
him to make supply, for she knew not how he 
should; but either, out of an habitual commisera- 
tion, slie complained without hoping for remedy, or 
else she looked on him, who was a fountain of holi-. 
ness and of plenty, as expecting a derivation from 
him, either of discourses or miracles. But " Jesus' 
answered her. Woman, what have 1 to do with 
thee? mine hour is not yet come." By this answer 
intending no denial to the purpose of his mother's 
intimation, to whom he always bore a religious and 
pious reverence ; but to signify, that he was not yet 
entered into his period and years of miracles; and 
when he did, it must be not for respect of kindred 
or civil relations, but as it is a derivation of power 
K2 
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from above, so H must be in pursuit of that seryioe 
^nd design, which he had received in charge to- 
gether with his power. 

And so his mother understood him, giving express 
charge to the ministers, to do whatsoever he com- 
manded. Jesus, therefore, bade them " fill the water- 
pots," which stood there for the use of frequent 
washings, which the Jews did use in all publio meet- 
ings, for fear of touching pollutions, or contracting 
legal impurities ; which they did with a curiousness 
next to superstition, washing the very beds and ta- 
bles used at their feasts. The ministers " filled them 
to the brim ;" and, as they were commanded, " drew 
out, and bare unto the governor of the feast," who 
" knew not of it," till the miracle crew public, ai^nd 
like light, showed itself; for while they wondered at 
the economy of tliat feast, in " keeping the best 'wine 
till the last," it grew apparent, that he who was the 
Lord of the creatures, who, in their first seeds, have 
an obediential capacity, to receive the impresses of 
v^at forms he pleases to imprint, could give new 
natures, and produce new qualities in that subject, 
in which he chooses to gloriiy his Son. 

Considerdtions, 

As soon as ever John the Baptist was taught, by 
the descent of the Holy Spirit, that this was Jesus, 
he instantly preaches him to all that came near 
him. For the Holy Ghost was his commission and 
instruction ; and now he was a minister evangelical, 
and taught all those that have the honor to be. ser- 
vants in so sacred employment, that they must not 
;o till ttiey be sent, nor speak till they be instructed, 
lor yet hold their peace when their commission is 
signed by the consignation of the Spirit in ordinary 
ministry. For " au power and all wisdom is from 
above," and in spiritual ministrations is a direct 
emanation from the Holy Spirit: that as no man is 
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fit to speak the mysteries of godliness, be his person 
never so holy, unless be derive wisdom in order to 
such minisiries ; so, be he never so instructed by the 
assistance of art or infused knowledge, yet, unless 
be also have derived power as well as skill, author- 
ity aa well as knowledge, from the same Spirit, he is 
not enabled to minister in public in ordinary minis* 
tratioos. The Baptist was sent by a prime designa^* 
tion, " to prepare the way tp Jesqs," and was in- 
structed by the same Spirit, which had sanctified or 
cozisecraled him in his mother's womb to this holy 
purpose. \ 

When the Baptist had showed Jesus to Andrew 
and another disciple, they immediately followed 
him, ifl?ilh the distances and fears of th^ first ap- 
proachj and the infirmities of new converts; but 
Jesus seeing them follow their first light, invited 
them to see the Sun : for God loves to cherish in- 
fants in grace; and having sown the immortal seed 
in their hearts, if it takes root downwards, and 
springs out into the verdure of a leaf, he still waters 
it with. the gentle rain of the Holy Spirit, in graces 
and new assistances, till it brings forth the fruits of . 
a -holy conversation.. And God, who knows that in- 
fants have need of pleasant, and gentlej and* frequent 
nutriment, hath given to them this comfort, that him- 
self will take care of their first beginnings, and im- 
prove them to the strengtlT of mep, and give them 
the strengths of nature, and the wisdom of the Spir- 
it, which ennoble men to excellences and perfec- 
tions. By the preaching of the Baptist they were 
brought to seek for Christ: and when they did, 
Christ found them, and brought them home, and 
made them " stay all night with him :" which was 
more favor than they looked for. For so God 
usually dispenses his mercies, that they may run 
over our thoughts and expectations, and they are 
given in no proportion to us, but according to God's 
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measures ; he considering not what we are worthy 
of, but what is fit for him to give ; he only requiring 
of us capacities to receive his favor, and fair recep- 
tion and entertainment of his graces. 

When And rev/ had found Jesus, he calls his 
brother Simon to be partaker of his joys, which (as 
it happens in accidents of greatest pleasure) cannot 
to contained within the Emits of the possessor's 
thoughts. But this calling of Peter was not to a be- 
holding, but to a participation of his felicities; for he 
is strangely covetous who would enjoy the sun, or 
the air, or the sea, alone; here was treasure for him 
and all the v^^orid : and, by lighting his brother Si- 
mon's taper, he made his own light the greater and 
more glorious. And this is the natuire of grace, to 
be diffiisive of its own excellences ; for here no envy 
can inhabit ; the proper and personal ends of hcly 
persons, in the contract and transmissions of grace, 
are increased by the participation and communion 
of others. For our prayers are more effectual, our 
aids increased, our encouragement and examples 
more prevalent, God more honored, and the reward^ 
.of glory have accidental advantages, by the super- 
addition of every new saint and beatified person ; 
the members of the mystical body, when they have 
received nutriment from God and his holy Son, 
supplying to each other the same which themselves 
received, and live on, in the communion of saints. 
Every new star gilds the firmament, and increases 
Its first glories : arid those who are instruments of 
the conversion of others, shall not only introduce 
new beauties, but when themselves ** shine like the 
stars in glory," they shall have some reflections 
from the light of others, to whose fixing in the orb 
of heaven themselves have been instrumental. And 
this consideration is not only of use in the exaltations 
of the dignity apostolical and clerical, but for the 
enkindling even of private charities; who may do 
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tfveW to promote others' interests of piety, in which 
themselves also have some concernment. 

These disciples asked of Christ where he dwdt: 
Jesus answered, " Come and see." It was an an- 
SAver very expressive of our duty in this instance. 
It is i?ot enough for us to understand where Chris* 
inhabits, or where he is to be found ; for our under 
standings may follow him afar off, and we receive 
no satisfaction unless it be to curiosity; but we must 
go where he is, eat of his meat, wash in his lavato- 
ry, rest on his beds, and dwell with him ; for the holy 
Jesus hath no kind influence upon those who stand 
^t distance, save only the affections of a loadstone, 
apt to draw them nigher, that he may transmit his 
virtues by union and confederations ; but if they 
persist in a sullen distance, they shall learn his glo^ 
ries, as Dives understood the peace of I^zarus, of 
which he was never to participate. Although " the 
Son of Man hath not where to lay his head," yet hd 
hath many houses where to convey his graces ; hd 
hath nothing to cover his own, but he hath enough 
to' sanctify ours: and as he dwelt in such houses 
which the charity of good people then afforded' for 
his entertainment; so now he loves to abide in 
places, which the religion of his servants hath vowed 
to his honor, and the advantages of evangelical min- 
istrations. Thither we must come to him, or any- 
where else where we may enjoy him : he is to be 
found in a church, in his ordinances, in the com- 
munion of saints, in every religious duty, in the 
heart of every holy person ; and if we go to him by 
the addresses of religion in holy places; by the min- 
istry of holy rites, by charity, by the adherences of 
faith, and hope, and other combining graces, the 
graces of union and society, or prepare a lodging 
for him within us, that he may come to us, then 
shall we see such glories and interior beauties> 
which none know, but they that dwell with him. 
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The secrets of spiritual benediction are understood 
only by them, to whom they are conveyed, even by 
the children of his house. " Come and see." 

St. Andrew was first called, and that by Christ 
immediately; his brother Sinrwn next, and that by 
Andrew ; but yet Jesus changed Simon's name, and 
not tJie other's ; and by this change designed him to 
an eminency of office, at least in signification, prin- 
cipally above his brother, or else separately and dis- 
tinctly from him : to show that these graces and fa- 
vors, which do not immediately co-operate to eter- 
nity, but are gifts and offices, or impresses of au- 
thority, are given to men irregularly, and without 
any order of predisponent causes, or probabilities 
on our part, but are issues of absolute predestina- 
tion; and as they have efficacy from those reasons, 
which God conceals, so they have some purposes as 
concealed as their causes ; only if God pleases to 
n)ake us vessels of fair employment and of great ca- 
pacity, we shall bear a greater burden, and are 
Douod to glorify God with special offices. But as 
these exterior and ineffective graces are given upon 
the same good will of God, which made this matter 
to be a human body, when, if God had so pleased, 
it was as capable of being made a fungus or a 
sponge: so they are given to us with the same in- 
tentions as are our souls, that we might glorify God 
in the distinct capacity of grace, as before of a rea- 
sonable nature. And, besides that it teaches us to 
magnify God's free mercy, so it removes every 
such exalted person from being an object of envy 
to others, or from pleasing himself in vainer opin- 
ions: for God hath made him of such an employ- 
nient, as freely and voluntarily as he hath made him 
a man, and he no more co-operated to this grace 
than to his own creation, and mav as well admire 
himself for being born in Italy, or from rich parents, 
or for having two hands or two feet, as for having 
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received such a designation extraordinary. But 
these things are never instruments of reputation 
among seveie understandings, and never but in the 
sottish and unnrmnly apprehensions of the vulgar. 
Only this, when God haih imprinted an authority 
upon a person, ahhough the man hath nothing to 
please himself withal but God's grace, yet others are 
to pay the duty, which that impression demands ; 
>^^hich duty, because it rapports to God, and touches 
not the man, but as it passes through him to the 
fountain of authority and grace, it extinguishes all 
pretences of opinion and pride. 

When Jesus espied Nathaniel (who also had been 
called by the first disciples) coming towards him, he 
gave him an excellent character, calling him •^a 
true Israelite, in whom was no guile," and admitted 
him amongst the first disciples of the institution ; by 
this character in one of the first of his scholars hal- 
lowing simplicity of spirit, and receiving it into his 
discipline, that it might now become a virtue and 
duty .evangelical. . For although it concerns us, as 
a Christian duty, to be prudent, yet the prudence of 
Christianity is a duty of spiritual effect, and in in- 
stances of religion with no other purpose than to 
avoid giving offence to those, that are without and 
within ; that we cause no disreputation to Christian- 
ity ; that we do nothing that may encourage ene- 
mies to the religion ; and that those that are within 
the'communion and obedience of the church, may 
not suffer as great inconveniences by the indiscreet 
conduct of religious actions, as by direct temptations 
to a sin. These are the purpflSg^ of private pru- 
dence, to which, in a greater cMpure, and upon 
more variety of rules, the goveiroS^s of churches 
are obliged. But that which Christian simplicity 
prohibits, is the mixing arts and unhandsome means 
tor the purchase of our ends ; witty counsels that 
are underminings of our neighbor, destroying his 
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just interest to serve our own; stratagen>s tod^ 
oeive, indefinite and insignificant answers, w^th 
fraudulent design; unjust and unlawful coocealment 
of our purposes ; fallacious promises and false pre- 
tences ; flattery, and unjust, and unreasonable praise ; 
saying one thing and meaning the . contrary ; pre- 
tending religion to secular designs ; breaking faith ; 
taking f^lse oaths ; and such other instruments of 
human purposes framed by the devil, and sent into 
the world to be perfected by grian. Christian sim- 
plicity speaks nothing but its thoughts ; and when it 
concerns prudence that a thought or purpose shcKuld 
be concealed, it concerns simplicity that silence be 
its cover, and not a false vizor; it rather suffers in- 
convenience than a lie ; it destroys no man's right, 
though it be inconsistent with my advantages : it re- 
proves freely, palliates no man's wickedness ; it in- 
tends what it .ought, and does what is bidden ; and 
uses courses regular and just, sneaks not in corners, 
and walks always in the eye of God and the face oif 
the world. 

Jesus told Nathaniel that he knew him, when he 
saw him " under the fig-tree ;" and Nathanael took 
that to be probation sufficient that he was the Mes- 
sias, and believed rightly upon an insufficient mo- 
tive : which, because Jesus did accept, it gives testi- 
mony to us, that however faith be produced, by 
means regular or by arguments incompetent, whe- 
ther it be proved or not proved, whether by chance 
or deliberation, whether wisely or hy occasion, so 
that faith be produced by the instrument, and love 
by faith, God's work is done, and so is ours. For 
if St, Paul rejoiced that Christ was preached, though 
by the envy of peevish persons ; certainly God will 
not reject an excellent product, because it came 
from a weak and sickly parent : and he that brings 
good out of evil, and rejoices in that good, having 
first triumphed upon the evil, will.certainly take d^ 
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light in tne faitliof the most ignorant persons^ which 
his own grace hath produced out of innocent, though 
insufficient, begkinmgs. It was folly in Naaman to 
refuse to be cured, because he was to recover only 
by washing in Jordan. The more incompetent the 
means is, the greater is the glory 6f God, who halh 
produced waters from a rock, and fire from the 
collision of a sponge and wool ; and it is certain, 
the end, unless it be in products merely natyiral, does 
not take its estimate and degrees from the external 
means. Grace does miracles, and the ptod actions 
of the Spirit in respect of its instruments are equiv- 
ocal, extraordinary, and supernatural; and Ignbrant 
persons believe as strongly, thoitgh they know not 
why, and love God as heartily, as greater spirits 
and more excellent understandmgs ; and when God 
pleases, or if he sees it expedient, he will do to 
others as to Nathanael, give them greater argument* 
and better instruments for the confirmation and 
heightening of their faith, than they had for the first 
production. 

When Jesus had chosen these few disciples to be 
witnesses of succeeding accidents,everyoneof which 
was to be a probation of his mission and divinity, 
he entered into the theatre of the wofid at a mar- 
riage feast, which he now first hallowed to a sacra- 
mental signification, and made to become myste* 
rious,: he now began to choose his spouse out from 
the communities of the world, and did mean to en- 
dear her by unions inefiable and glorious, and con- 
sign the sacrament by his blood, which he first gave 
in a secret representment, and afterwards in letter 
and apparent effusion. And although the holy Jesus 
did in his own person ccmsecrate celibacy, and ab- 
stinence, and chastity in his mother's; yet, by his 
presence, he also hallowed marriage,^ and made it 
honorable, not only in civil account and the rites of 
heraldry, but in a spiritual sense, he having new 
JL 
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sublimed it by makins it a sacramental represent- 
ment of the union of Christ and his «pouse, the 
church. And all married persons should do well to 
remember what the conjugal society does represent, 
and not break- the matrimonial J3ond, which is a 
mysterious ligament of Christ and his church; for 
wlioever dissolves the sacredoess of the mystery, 
and unhallows the vow by violence and impurity, he 
dissolves, his relation to Christ. To break faith with 
a wife or husband is a divorce from Jesus, and th^it 
is a separation from all possibilities of felicity. In 
the time of ^hev, Mosaical statutes, to violate mar- 
riage was to do injustice and dishonor, and a breach 
to the sanctions of nature, or the first constitutions : 
but two bands more are added in the Gospel, to 
make marriage more sacred. For now our bodies 
are made "temples of the Holy Ghost," and the 
rite of marriage is made significant and sacra- 
mental, and every ?ict of adultery is profanation and 
irreligion ; it desecrates a temple, and deflowers a 
mystery. 

The married parr were holy, but poor, and they 
wanted wine ; and the Virgin-mother, pitying the 
affront of the young man, complained to Jesus of 
the Want; and Jesus gave her an answer, which 
promised no satisfaction to her purposes. For now 
that Jesus had lived thirty years, and done in- per- 
son nothing answerable to his glorious birth, and the 
miraculous accidents of his person, she longed till 
the time came, in which he was to manifest himself 
by actions as miraculous as the star of his birth: 
she knew, by the rejecting. of his trade, and his go- 
ing abroad, and probably by his own discourse to 
her, that the time was near; and the forwardness 
of her love and' holy desires possibly might go some 
minutes before his own precise limit' However, 
Jesus answered to this purpose, to show, that the 
work he was tado, was done not to satisfy hpr ina- 
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portunity, which is not occasion enough for a mira- 
cle, but to prosecute the great work of Divine desig- 
nation. For, in works .spiritual and religious, all 
exterior relation ceases. The world's order, and 
inanner of our nature, and the infirmities of our 
person, have produced societies, and they have been 
the parents of relation; and God hath tied them fast 
by the knots of duty, and made the duty the occa* 
sion and importunities of reward : but in actions 
spiritual, in which we relate to God, our reflation^ 
arc founded upon the Sfurit, and therefore we must 
do our duties upon considerations separate and 
spiritual, but never suffer tenapoiral relations to im« 
yede our religious duties. Christian charity ,is a 
nigher thing than to be confined within the terms 
of dependence and correlation, and those endear- 
ments, M'hich leagues, or nature, or society, have 
made, pass into spiritual, and, like stars in the pros* 
ence of the sun, appear not, when the heights of the 
Spirit are in place. Where duty hath prepared 
special instances, there we must, for religion's sake, 
promote them ; but, even to our parents or our chil- 
dren, the charities of religion ought to be greater 
than the affections of society: and though we are 
bound, in all offices exterior, to prefer our relatives 
before others, because that is made a duty ; yet to 
purposes spiritual, aU persons eminently holy put on 
the efficacy of the same relations, and pass a duty 
upon us of religious affections. 

At the command of Jesus the water-pots were filled 
with water, and the water was, by his Divine power, 
urned into wine ; where the different economy of God 
and the world is highly observable. " Every man 
sets forth good wine at first, and then the worse :" but 
God not only turns the water into wine, but into such 
whie, that the last draught is most pleasant The 
world presents us with fair language, promising 
hopes, convenient fortunes, pompous honors, and 
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these are the outsides of the bowl ; but when it is 
swallowed, these dissolve in the instant, and there 
renains bitterness, and the malignity of coloquinteda. 
Every sin smiles in the first address, and carries 
light in the face, and honey in the lip; but ** >vhen 
we have well drunk, then comes that which is 
worse," a whip with six strings, fears and terrors of 
conscience, and shame and dis}deasure; and a cai- 
tive disposition, and diffidence in the day of death. 
But when, ailer the manner of the purifying of the 
Christians, we fill 6ur water-pots witn water, waters 
ing our coueh with our tears, and moistening our 
cheeks with the perpetual distiUations of repentance ; 
then Christ turns our water into wine; first peni- 
tents, and then communicants ; first waters of sor* 
row, and then the wine of the chalice ; first the jus- 
tifications of correction, and then the sanctifications 
of the sacrament, and the efiects of the Divine 
power, joy, and peace, and serenity, hopes full of 
confidence, and confidence without shame, and bold- 
ness without presumptions for '' Jesus keeps the best 
wine till the last ;" not Only because of the direct 
reservations of the highest joys tiU the nearer sq>- 

G'oaches of glory, but also because our relishes are 
gher after a long fruition than at the first essays ; 
such being the nature of grace, that it increases in 
relish as it docs in fruition, every part of grace being 
new duty and new reward. 

The Prayer. 

O eternal and ever-blessed Jesu, who didst choose 
disciples to be witnesses of thy life and miracles, so 
adopting man into a participation of thy great em- 
ployment of bringing us to heaven by the means of 
a holy doctrine ; be pleased to give me thy grace, 
that I may love and revere their persons, whom thou 
hast set over me, and follow their faith, and imitate 
their lives, while they imitate thee ; and that I also. 
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in my capacity and proportion, may do some of the 
meaner offices of spiritual building, by prayers, and 
by holy discourses, and fraternal correption, and 
friendly exhortations, doing advantages to such 
souls, with whom I shall converse. And since thou 
wert pleased to enter upon the stage of the world 
Twith the commencement of mercy and a miracle, be 
pleased to visit my soul with thy miraculous grace, ' 
turn my water into wine, my natural desires into su- 
pernatural perfections, and let my sorrows be turned 
into joys, my sins into virtuous habits^ the weak- 
nesses of humanity into communications of the Di- 
vine nature ; that since thou '^ keepest the best unto 
the lasi," I mav, by thy assistance, grow from grace 
to grace, till thy gifts be turned to reward, and thy 
graces to participation of thy glory, O eternal and 
ever^blessed Jesa Amen. 



SECTION X. 

Of Christ s going to Jerusalem to the Passover, the 
first time after his Manifestation, 

Immedutblt after this miracle, Jiesus abode a few 
days in Capernaum, but because of the approach of 
the great feast of passover, he ascended to Jerusa- 
lem; and the first public act of record that he did^ 
was an a6t of holy zeal and religion in behalf of the 
honor of the temple. For divers merchants and ex- 
changers of money made the temple to be the mar- 
ket and the bank, and brought beasts thither to be 
sold for sacrifice, against the great pischal solem- 
nity. At the sight of which, Jesus, being moved 
with «eal and indignation, " made a whip of cords, 
and drave the beasts out of the temple, overthrew 
the accounting tables, and commanded them that 
sold the doves, to take them from thence." For hit 
L2 
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anger was holy, and he would mingle no injury 
wim it; and therefore the. doves, which, if let loose, 
would be detrimental to the owners, he caused to be 
fairly removed ; and published the religion of holy 
places, establishing their sacredness for ever, by his 
first gospel-sermon that he made at Jerusalem. 
" Take these things hence : make not my Father's 
house a house of merchandise ; for it shall be called 
a house of prayer to all nations.** And being re- 
quired to ffive a sign of his vocation, (for this, being 
an action Tike the religion of the zealots among the 
Jews, if it was not attested by something extraordi- 
nary, might be abused into an excess of liberty,) he 
only foretold the resurrection of his body after three 
days' death, but he expressed it in the metaphor of 
the temple; "Destroy this temple, and I will build 
it again in three days. He spake of the temple of 
his body;" and they understood him of the temple at 
Jerusalem ; and it was never rightly construed till it 
was accomplished. 

Considerations. 

When the feast came, and Jesus was ascended up 
to Jerusalem, the first place we find him In is the 
temple ; where not only was the area and court of 
religion, but, by occasion of public conventions, the 
roost opportune scene for transaction of his commis- 
sion and his Father's business. And those Christians 
who have been religioijs and affectionate, even in 
the circumstances of piety, have taken this for a pre- 
cedent, and accounted it a good express of the regu- 
larity of their devotion, and order of piety, at theii 
first arrival to a city, to pay their first visits to Grod 

The beasts and birds there sold, were brought for 
sacrifice ; and the banks of money were for the ad- 
vantage of the people that came from Jar, that their 
returns might be safe and easy, when they camie to 
Jerusalem upon the employments of religion. But 
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they were npt yet fit for the temple; they who 
brought them thither^ purposed their own gain, and 
meant to pass them through an unholy usage, before 
they could be m$ide * anathemata,' vows to God: 
and when religion is but the purpose at the secona 
hand, it cannot hallow a lay design, and make it fit 
lo become a religious ministry, much less sanctify 
an unlawful action. When Rachel stole her father's 
^ods, though possibly she might do it in zeal against 
her father's superstition; yet it was occasion of a sad 
accident ^o herself. For tlie Jews say, that Rachel 
died inxhild-birth of her second son, because of that 
imprecation of Jacob, " With whomsoever thou 
findest thy gods, let him not live," Gen. xxxi. 32. 
Saul pretended sacrifice, when he spared the fat 
cattle of Amalek ; and Micah was zealous when he 
made him an ephod and a teraphim, and meant to 
make himself an image for religion when he stole 
l)is mother's money: but these are colors of reli- 
gion, in which not only the world, but ourselves • 
also, are deceived by a latent purpose, which we are 
willing to cover with a remote 4esign of religion, 
lest it should appear unhandsome in its own dress- 
ing. Thus some believe a covetousness allowable, 
if they greedily heap treasure, with a purpose to 
build hospitals or colleges; and sinister acts of ac- 
quiring cttUfch-livings are not so soon condemned, 
if the design be to prefer an able person ; and ac- 
tions of revenge come near to piety, if it be to the 
ruin of an ungodly man ; and indirect proceedinffs 
are made sacred, if thpy be for the good of the holy 
cause. This is profaninff the temple with beasts 
brought for sacrifices, and dishonors God by making 
himself accessory to bis own dishonor, as far as lies 
in them; for it disserves him with a pretence of Re- 
ligion: and, but that our hearts are deceitful, we 
should easily perceive that the greatest business of 
the letter is written in postscript ; tlie great pretence ' 
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is the least purpose ; and the latent cavetousness or 
revenge, or the secular appendix, is the main engine 
to which the end of religion is made but instrumental 
and pretended. But men, when they sell a mule, 
use to speak of the horse that begat him, not of the 
ass that bore him. 

The holy Jesus " made a whip of cords," to re 
present and to chastise the implications and enfold 
mgs of sin, and the cords of vanity. — ^There are 
some sins that of themselves are a whip of cords: 
those are the crying sins, that, by their degree and 
malignity, speak loud for vengeance ; or such as 
have great disreputation, and are accounted the 
basest issues of a caitive disposition ; or such -which 
are unnatural and unusual ; or which, by pubKc ob- 
servation^ are marked with the signature of Divine 
judgments. Such are murder, oppression of wid- 
ows and orphans, detaining the laborer's hire, lusts 
against nature, parricide, treason, betra}nng a just 
trust in great instances and base manners, lying to 
a king, perjury in ^ priest: these carry Cain's mark 
upon them, or Judas' sting, or Manasses' sorrow, 
unless they be made impudent by the spirit of obdu- 
ration. — ^But there are some sins that bear shame 
upon them, and are used as correctives of pridef and 
vanity ; and if they do their cure, they are convert- 
ed into instruments of good by the great power of 
the Dfvine grace : but if the spirit of the man grows 
impudent and hardened against the shame, that 
which commonly follows is the worst string of the 
whip, a direct consignation to a reprobate, spirit. 
Other sins there are, for the chastising of which 
Qirist takes the whip into his own hand; and there 
is much need ; when sins are the customs of a na- 
tion, and marked with no exterior disadvantage, or 
have such circumstances of encouragement that 
thev are unapt to disquiet a conscience, or make our 
beds uneasy, till the pillows be softened with peni- 
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tential showers. In both these ^ases, the condition 
of a sinner is sad and miserable. For " it is a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living God i" 
his hand is heavy, and his sword is sharp, and 
••* pierces to the dividing the noarrow and the bones :" 
And he that considers the infinite distance between 
God and us, must tremble, when he remembers that 
he is to feel the ismuesof that anger, which he is not 
•certain whether or not it will not destroy him infi- 
nitely und eternally. — But if the whip be given into 
our handSf that we become executioners of the Di- 
vine wrath, it is jometimes worse ; for we seldom 
43trike ourselves for emendation, but add sin to sin, 
tiS we perish miserably and iiievitably. God scourges 
OS often into repentance ; but when a sin is the 
whip of another sin, the rod is put into our hands, 
who, like blind men, strike with a rude and undis- 
ceming hand, and) because we love the punishment, 
do it without intermis»on or choice, and have no 
end but ruin, s . 

Prayers. 

L O eternal Jesu, thou bright image of thy Fa- 
therms glories, whose light did shine to aU the world* 
when, thy heart was inflamed with zeal and love of 
God and of religion, let a coal firom thine altar, 
fanned with the wings of the holy Dove, kindle in 
my soul such holy flames, that I may be zealous of 
thy honor and glory, forward in religious duties, 
earnest in their pursuit, prudent in their managing, 
ingenious in my purposes, making my religion to 
serve no end but of thy glories, and the obtaining 
of thy promises : and so sanctiftr my soul and my 
body, that I may be a holy temple, fit and prepared 
for the inhabitation of thy ever-blessed Spirit, whom 
grant that I may never grieve by admitting any im- 
pure thing to desecrate the place, and unhallow the 
courts of his abode; but give me a pure soul in a 
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chaste and healthful body, a spirit full of holy sim- 
jJicity, and designs of great ingenuity, and perfect 
religion, that I may intend what thou commandest, 
and may with proper instruments prof?ecute ^rhat I 
so intend, and by thy aids may obtain the end of my 
labors, even the society and inheritance of Jesus, in 
the participation of the joys* of thy temy^e, Avhere 
thou dwellest and refgnest'with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, O etemal Jesus. Amen.' 

IL O etemal God, who " dwellest not in temples 
made with hands ;" the heaven of heavens is not 
able to contain thee, and ^^et thou art pleased to 
manifest thy presence amongst thie sons of men, by 
special issues of thy favor and benediction; make 
my body and soul to be a temple pure and holy, apt 
for the entertainments of the holy Jesus, and for. the 
habitation of the Holy S])irit. Lord, be fdeased, 
with thy rod of paternal discipline, to cast oat all 
impure lusts, all worldly affections, all covetous de- 
sires, from this thy temple ; that it may be a place 
of prayer and meditation, of holy appetites and 
chaste thoughts, of pure intentions and zealous de- 
sires of pleasing thee : that I may become also a 
sacrifice, as well as a temple; eaten up with the 
ze^ of Ihy glory, and consumed with the fire^of 
love ; that not one thought may be entertained by 
me, but such as may be like perfume, breathing from 
the altar of incense ; and not a word may pass from 
me,, but may have the accent of heaven, upon it, 
and sound pleasantly in thy ears. O dearest God, 
fill every faculty of my soul with impresses, dispo- 
sitions, capacities, and aptnesses of religion ; and do 
thou hallow my soul, that I may be possessed with 
zeal and religious affections ; loving thee above all 
things in the world, worshipping thee with the hum- 
blest adorations and frequent addresses, contlmtally 
feeding upon the apprehensions of thy di\ine sweet- 
ness, and consideration of thy infinite excellences, 
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and observations of thy righteous commandments, 
and the feast- of a holy conscience, as an antepast 
of eternity, and consignation to the joys of heaven, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SECTION XL 



Of Jesus' s Departure into Galilee; his Manner of 
Life, Miracles, and Preaching ; his calling Discu 
pies ; and ichat hajypened until the Second Passover. 

" When Jesus understood that John was cast into 
prison," and that the Pharisees were envious at him 
for the great multitudes of people that resorted to 
hi3 baptism, which he . ministered, not in his own 

Srson, but by the deputation of his disciples, he 
t Judea, and came into Galilee ; and in his pas- 
gage he must touch Syohar, a city of Samaria, where, 
in the heat of the day and the weariness of his jour- 
ney, he sat himself down upon the margin of Ja- 
cob's well; whither, when "his disciples were gone 
to buy meat, a Samaritan woman cometh to draw 
water/' of whom Jesus asked some, to cool his 
thirst, and refresh bis weariness. 

Little knew the woman the excellency of the per- 
son, that asked so small a charity; neither had she 
been taught, that " a cup of cold water given to a 
disciple should be rewarded," and much rather such 
a present to the Lord himself. But she prosecuted 
the spite of her nation, and the interest and quarrel 
of the schism ; and, instead of washing Jesus'sfeet, 
and giving him drink, demanded, why ne, " being a 
Jew^shouTd ask water of a Samaritan ? for the Jews- 
have no intercourse with the Samaritans." 

The ground of the quarrel was this. In the sixth 
year of Hezekiah, Salmanasar, king of Assyria, 
sacked Samaria, transported the Israelites to Assy- 
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ria, and planted an Assyrian colony in the town and 
CQuntrv ; who, by Divine vengeance, were destroy- 
ed by lions, which no power of man could restrain 
or lessen. The king thought the cause was, their 
not serving the God of Israel according to the rites 
of Moses; and therefore sent a Jewish captive 

Jriest, to instruct the remanent inhabitants in the 
cwish religion ; who so learned and practised it, 
that they still retained the superstition of tiie Gentile 
rites ; till Manasses, the brother of Jaddi, the hi^ 
priest of Jerusalem, married the daughter of Safj*- 
ballat, who was the governor under king Darius. 
Manasses beii^ reproved for marrying a stranger, 
the daughter of an uncircumcised Gentile, aiad ad- 
monisbed to dismiss her, flies to SamariSErpersaades 
his father-in-law to build. a temple in mount Gerizim, 
introduces the rites of daily sat^rifice, and makes 
himself higb-priest^ and b^ns to pretend to be the 
true successor of Aaron, and commences 9 schism, 
in the time of Alexander the Great. From whence 
the question of religioo grew so high, that it begat 
disafiections, dnger, animosities, qua rrels, bloodshed, 
and murders ; not only in Palestine, but wherever a 
Jew and Samaritan had the ill-fortune to meet. 
Such being the nature of men, that they think it the 
greatest injury ia the world, when other men are 
not of their minds ; and that they please God most, 
when they are most furiously zealous ; and no zeal 
better to be expresised, than by hating aU those 
whom they are pleased to think God hates. This 
schism was prosecuted with the greatest spite that 
ever any. was, because bpth the people were much 

fiven to superstition ; and this was helped forward 
y the constitution of their religion, consisting much 
in externals and ceremonials, and which they cared 
not much to hallow and make morale by the inter- 
texture of spiritual senses and charity. And, there- 
fore^ the JeWs called the Samaritans '^ accursed T 
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the Samaritans, at the paschal solemnity, would at 
midnight, when the Jews' temple was open, scatter 
dead men's bones, to profane and desecrate the 
place ; and both would fight, and eternally dispute 
the question ; sometimes referring it to arbitrators, 
and then the conquered party would decline the ar- 
bitration after sentence ; which they did at Alexan- 
dria, before PtolemaBus Philometor, when Androni- 
cus had, by a rare and exquisite oration, procured 
sentence against Theodosius and Sabbaeus, the 
Samaritan advocates: the sentence was given for 
Jerusalem, and the schism increased, and lasted till 
the time of our Savior's conference with this wo- 
man. 

Aiid it was so implanted and woven in with every 
understanding, that when this woman ♦* perceived 
Jesus to be a prophet,'^ she undertook this question 
with him : ** Our fathers worshipped in this moun- 
tain ; and ye say, that Jerusalem is the place where 
men ought to worship." Jesus knew the schism 
was great enough already, and was not witling to 
make* the rent wider: and though he gave testimony 
to the truth, by saying " Salvation is of the Jews ;" 
and " we know what we worship, ye do not ;" yet, 
because the subject of this question was shortly to 
be taken away, Jesus takes occasion to preach the 
Gospel/ to hasten an expedient, and, by way of an- 
ticipation, to reconcile the disagreeing interests, and 
settle a revelation, to be verified for ever. Neither 
here nor there, by way of confinement; not in one 
country more than another ; but wherever any man 
shall call upon God " in spirit and truth," there shall 
he be heard. 

But all this while the holy Jesus was athirst, and 
therefore hastens at last to discourse of water, though 
as 3ret he got none. He tells her of "living wa- 
ter," of eternal satisfactions, of «* never thirsting 
again," of her own pergonal condition of matrimo- 
M 
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nial relation, and professes himself to be the Mes- 
sias ; and then was interrupted by the coming of 
his disciples, who wondered to see him alone, 
''talking with a woman," besides his custom and 
usual reservation. But the woman, full of joy and 
wonder, left her water-pot, and ran to the city, to 
publish the Messias : and immediately ** all the city 
came out to see ; and many believed on him upon 
the testimony of the woman, ajad more when they 
heard his own discourses." They invited him to 
the town, and received him with hospitable civilities 
for two days, after which he departed to his own 
Galilee. 

Jesus, therefore, came into the country, where he 
was received with respect and fair entertainment, 
because of the miracles which the Galileans saw 
done by him at the feast; and being at Cana, where 
he wrought the first miracle ; a noble personage, a 
little king, say some ; a palatine, says St Jerome ; 
a kingly person, certainly, came to Jesus with nuich 
reverence, and desired that he would be pleased to 
come to his house, and cure his son, now ready to 
die : which he seconds with much importunity, fear- 
ing lest his son be dead before he get thither. Jesus, 
who did not do his miracles by natural operations, 
cured the child at distance, and dismissed the prince, 
telling him his son lived ; which, by narration of his 
servants, he found to be true, and that he recovered 
at the same time when Jesus spake these salutary 
and healing words. Upon which accident he and 
all his house became disciples. 

And now Jesus left Nazareth, and came to Ca- 
pernaum, a maritime town, and of great resort, 
choosinff that for his scene of preactung, and his 
place of dwelling. For now the time was fulfilled, 
the ofiice of the Baptist was expired, and the king- 
dom of God was at hand. He, therefore, preached 
the sum of the Gospel, faith and repentance: '<JRe- 
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pent ye, and believe the Gospel." And what that 
Gospel was, the sum and series of all his sermons 
did declare. 

The work was now grown high and pregnant, 
and Jesus saw it convenient to choose disciples to 
his ministry and service in the' work of preaching 
and to be " witnesses of all that he should say, do, 
or teach," for ends which were aflerwarcTs made 
public and excellent. Jesus, therefore, " as he walked 
by the sea of Galilee," called Simon and Andrew, 
who knew him before, by the preaching of John ; 
and now " left all," their ship and their net, " and 
followed him. And when he was gone a little 
farther, he calls the two sons of Stebedee, James and 
John; and they went after him." And with this 
family he goes up and down the whole Galilee, 
preaching me Gospel of the kingdom, healing all 
manner of diseases, curing demoniacs, cleansing 
lepers, and giving strength to paralytics and lame 
people. 

But when ** the people pressed on him to hear the 
word of God, he stood by the lake of Genesareth, 
and presently "entering into Simon's ship," com- 
manded him " to launch into the deep," and " from 
thence he taught the peojde," and there wrought a* 
miracle ; for, being Lord of the creatures, he com- 
manded the fishes of the sea, and they obeyed. For 
when Simon, who had ** fished all night in vain, let 
down his net at the command of Jesus, he inclosed 
so great a multitude of fishes, that the net brake;" 
and the fishermen were amazed and fearful at so 
prodigious a draught. But beyond the miracle, it 
was intended, that a representation should be made 
of the plenitude of the Catholic church, and multi- 
tudes of believers, who sho,uld be taken by Simon 
and the rest of the disciples, whom by tliat miracle 
he consigned to become " fishers of men ;" who, by 
their artifices of prudence, and holy doctrine, might. 
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gain souls to God ; that when the net should be diiiwn 
to shore, and separation made by the angels, they 
and their disciples might be differenced from the 
reprobate portion* 

But the light of the sun uses not to be confined to 
a province or a kingdom. So great a prophet, and 
so divine a physician, and so great miracles, created 
a fame loud as thunder, but not so full of sadness 
and presage. Immediately the " fame of Jesus went 
into all Syria, and there came to him multitudes 
from Galilee, Decapolis, Jerusalem, and J«dea.'* 
And all that had any *' sick with divers diseases, 
brought them to him;" and he laid his hands on 
every one of them, " and healed them." And when 
he cured the " lunatics, and persons possessed widi 
evil spirits," the devils cried out, and confessed him 
to be ** Christ, the Son of God ;" but he ** suffered 
them not," choosing rather to work faith in the per- 
suasions of his disciples, by moral arguments, and 
the placid demonstrations of the Spirit ; that there 
mignt in faith be an excellency in proportion to the 
choice, and that it might be made violent by the 
conviction and forced testimonies of accursed and 
unwilling spirits. 

• But when Jesus saw his assembly was grown full, 
and his audience numerous, he "went up into a 
mountain," and when his disciples came unto him, 
he made that admirable sermon, called " the sermon 
upon the mount :" which is a Divine repository of 
such excellent truths, and mysterious dictates of se- 
cret theology, that contains a breviary of all those 
precepts which integrate the morality of Christian 
religion; pressing the moral precepts given by 
Moses, and enlarging their obligation by a stricter 
sense and more severe exposition, that their right- 
eousness might "exceed the rightBousncss of the 
Scribes and rharisees ;" " preaches perfection, and 
the doctrines of meekness, poverty of spirit, Chris- 
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tian mourning, desire of holy things, mercy and pu 
rity, peace and toleration of injuries; affixing a 
special promise of blessing to be the guerdon and 
inheritance of those graces and spiritual excellen- 
cies, ik explicates some parts of the decalogue, 
and adds appendices and precepts of his own. He 
teaches his disciples to pray, how to fast^ how to 
give alms, contempt of the ^orld, not to judge 
others, forgiving injuries, an indifference and incu- 
riousness of tenq>oral provisions, and a seeking of 
the kingdom of God and its appendant righteous- 
ness." 

Consideratums upon the Intercourse happening be- 
tween the Holy Jesus and the Woman of SamaricL. 

When the holy Jesus perceiving it unsafe to be at 
Jerusalem, returned to Galilee, where the largest 
scene of his prophetical office was to be represented, 
he journeyed on foot through Samaria ; and being 
weary and faint, hungry and thirsty, he sat down 
by a weD, and begged water of a Samaritan woman 
that was a sinner; who at first refused him, with 
some incivility of language. But he, instead of re* 
turning anger and passion to her rudeness, which 
was commenced upon the interest of a mistaken re- 
ligion, preached the coming of the Messias to her, 
unlocked the secrets of her heart, and let in his 
grace, and made "ia fountain of living water to 
spring up" in her soul. Thus Jesus transplanted na- 
ture into grace, his hunger and thirst into religious 
appetites, the darkness of the Samaritan into a clear 
revelation, her sin into repentance and charity, and 
so quenched his own thirst by relieving her needs : 
and as " it was meat to him to do his Father's will," 
so it was drink to him to bring us to drink of " the 
^untain of living water." For thus God declared 
It to be a d^ght to him to see us live, as if he were 
M2 
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refreshed by those felicities which he gives to us as 
communications of his grace, and instances of mercy, 
and consignations to heaven. Upon which vre can 
look with no eye but such as sees and admires the 
excellency of the Divine charity, which, being an 
emanation from the mercies and essential compas- 
sion of eternity, God cannot choose but rejoice in it, 
and love the works of his mercy, who was so well 
pleased in the works of his power. He that was de- 
lighted in the creation, was highly pleased in the 
nearer conveyances of himself, when he sent the 
holy Jesus to bear his image, and his mercies, and 
his glories, and offer them to the use and benefit of 
man. For this was the chief of the works of God, 
and therefore the blessed Master could not but be 
highliest pleased with it, in imitation of his heavenly 
Father. 

The holy Jesus gently insinuates his discourses. 
** If thou hadst known who it is that asks thee w4ter, 
thou wouidst have asked water of him.'' Oftentimes 
we know not the person that speaks, and we usuaUy 
choose our doctrine by our affections to the man: 
but then, if we are uncivil upon the stock of preju- 
dice, we do not know that it is Christ that calls our 
understandings to obedience, and our aflfections to 
duty and compliances. The woman little thought 
of the gk)ries, which stood right against her. He 
' that sat upon the well, had a throne {daced over the 
heads of cherubims. In his arms, who there rested 
himself, was the sanctuary of rest and peace, where 
wearied souls were to lay their heads, and dispose 
their, cares, and there to turn them into joys, and to 
gild their thorns with glory. That holy tongue, 
which was parched with heat, streamed forth rivu- 
lets of holy doctrine, which were to water all the 
world, to turn our deserts into paradise. And though 
he begged water at Jacob's well, yet Jacob drank 
at his; for at his charge all Jacob's flocks. and fami- 
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ly were svistained, and by him Jacob's posterity 
were made honorable and redeemed. But because 
this well was deep, and the woman " had nothing to 
draw water with," and of l^rself could not fathom 
so great a depth, therefore she refused him ; just as 
we do^ when we refuse to give drink to a thirsty 
disciple. Christ comes in that humble manner of 
address, under the veil of poverty or contempt, and 
we cannot see Christ from under that robe, and we 
send him away without an alms ; little considering, 
that when he begs an alms of us in the instance of 
any of his poor relatives, he asks of us but to give 
him occasion to give a blessing for an alms. Thus 
do the ministers of religion ask support ; but when 
the laws are not more just than many of the people 
are charitable, they shall fare as their Master did; 
ihey shall preach, but, unless they can draw water 
themselves, they shall not drink; but if men did but 
know who it is that asks them, that it is Christ, 
^either in his ministers, or Christ in his poor servants, 
certainly they could not be so obstructed in the is- 
sues of their justice and charity, but would remem- 
ber that no honor could be greater, no love more 
fortunate, than to meet with an opportunity to be 
expressed in so noble a manner, that God himself ig 
pleased to call his own relief. 

When the disciples had returned from the town, 
whither they went to buy provision, they " wondered 
to see" the Master " talking" alone " with a woman." 
They knew he never did so before; they had ob- 
served him to be of a reserved deportment, and not 
only innocent, but secure from the dangers of malice 
and suspicion in the matter of incontinence. The 
Jews were a jealous and froward people ; and as 
nothing will more blast the reputation of a prophet 
than effeminacy and wanton affections, so he knew 
no crime was sooner objected, or harder cleared^ 
than that (X which, because commonly it is acted 
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in privacy, men look for no probation, but pregnant 
circumstances and arguments of suspect : so nothing 
can wash it off, until a man can prove a negative; 
and if he could, yet he is guilty enough in the esti- 
mate of the vulgar for having been accused. But 
then, because nothing is so destructive of the repu* 
tation of a governor, so contradictory to the autno- 
rity and dignity of his person, as the low and baser 
appetites of uncleanliness, and the consequent shame 
and scorn, the holy Jesus, who was to establish a 
new law in the authoritv of his person, was highly 
curious so to demean liimself, that he might be a 
person incapaUe of any such suspicions, and of a 
temper apt not only to answer the calunmy, but also 
to prevent the jealousy. 

When Jesus had resolved to reveal himself to the 
woman, he first gives her occasion to reveal her- 
self to him; fairly insinuating an opportunity to con- 
fess her sins, that having purged herself from her 
impurity, she might be apt to entertain the article 
of the revelation of the Messias. And indeed a 
crime in our manners is the greatest indisposition 
of our understanding to entertain the truth and doc- 
trine of the Gospel : especially when the revelation 
contests against the sin, and professes open hostility 
to the lust For faith being tne gift of CJod, and an 
ilhimination, the Spirit of God w^ not give this light 
to them that prefer their darkness before it ; either 
the will must open the windows, or the light of faith 
will not shine into the chamber of the soul. ^« How 
can ye believe," said our blessed Savior, " that re- 
ceive honor one of another?" Ambition and faith, 
believing God and seeking of ourselves, are incom- 
petent, and totally incompossible. And therefore 
Serapion, bishop of Thmuis, spake like an angel, 
sajrinff " that the mind, which feedeth upon spiritual 
knowledge must thoroughly be cleansed. The iras- 
cible faculty must first 6b cured with brotherly love 
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and charity, and the concupiscible must be suppress- 
ed with cpntinency and mortification." Then may 
the understanding apprehend the mysteriousness of 
Christianity. For, since Christianity is a holy doc- 
trine, if there be any remanent affections to a sin, 
there is in the soul a party disaffected to the enter- 
tainment of the institution, and we usually believe 
^hat we have a mind to: our understandings, if a 
crime be lodged in the will, being like icterial eyes» 
transmitting the species to the soul with prejudice, 
disaffection, and colors of their own framing. ^ If a 
preacher should discourse, that there ought to be a 
parity amongst Christians, and that their goods 
ought to be in common, all men will apprehend, that 
not princes and rich persons, but the poor and the 
servants, would soonest become disciples, and be- 
lieve the doctrines, because they are the only per- 
sons likely to get by them; and it concerns the 
other not to believe him, the doctrine being destruc- 
tive of their interests. Just such a persuasion is 
every persevering love to a vicious habit ; it having 
possessed the understanding with fair opinions of it| 
and surprised the will with passion and desires, 
whatsoever doctrine is its enemy, will with infinite 
diflicdty be entertained. And we know a great ex- 
perience of it, in the article of the Messias dying 
upon the cross, which, though infinitely true, yet, 
because " to the Jews it was a scandal, and to the 
Greeks foolishness," it could not be believed, they 
remaining in that indisposition; that is, unless the 
will were first set right, and they willing to believe 
any truth, though for it they must disclaim their 
interest: their understanding was blind, because the 
heart was hardened, and could not receive the 
impression of the greatest moral demonstration in 
the world. 

The holy Jesus asked water of the woman, un- 
satisfying water ; but promised that himself, to them 
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that ask him, would give waters of life, and satisfac- 
tion infinite ; so distinguishing the pleasures and ap- 
petites of tliis world from the desires and compla- 
cencies spiritual. Here we labor, but receive no 
benefit ; we sow many times, and reap not ; or reap, 
and do not gather in ; or gather in, and do not pos- 
sess ; or possess, but do not enjoy ; or if we enjoy, 
we are still unsatisfied, it is with anguish of spirit, 
and circumstances of vexation. A great heap of 
riches makes neither our clothes warm, nor our 
meat more nutritive, nor our beverage more plea- 
sant : and it feeds the eye, but never fills it, but, like 
drink to an hydropic person, increases the thirst, and 
promotes the torment. But the grace of God, 
though but like a grain of mustard-seed, fills the 
furrows of the heart; and as the capacity increases, 
itself grows up in equal degrees, and never sufifers 
any emptiness or dissatisfaction, but carries content 
and fullness all the way; and the degrees of aug- 
mentation are not steps and near approaches to 
satisfaction, but increasings of the capacity ; the 
sou] is satisfied all the way, and receives more, not 
because it wanted any, but that it can now hold 
more, is more receptive of felicities: and in every 
minute of sanctification there is so excellent a condi- 
tion of joy and high satisfaction, that the veiy ca- 
lamities, the afflictions, and persecutions of the 
world, are turned into felicities by the activity of 
the prevailing ingredient ; like a drop of water fall- 
ing into a tun of wine, it is ascribed into a new fam- 
ily, losing its own nature by a conversion into the 
more noble. For now that all passionate desires 
are dead, and there is nothing remanent that is vex- 
atious, the peace, the serenity, the quiet sleeps, the 
evenness of spirit, and contempt of things below, 
remove the soul from all neighborhood of displea- 
sure, and place it at the foot of the throne, whither 
when R is ascended, it is possessed of felicities eter 
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nal. These were the waters which were given to 
us to drink, when, with the rod of God, me rock 
Christ Jesus was smitte^ : the spirit of God niove8 
for ever upon these waters : and when the angel of 
the covenant has stirred the pool, whoever descends 
hither shall find health and peace, joys spiritual, and 
the satisfaction of eternity. 

The Prayer. 

O holy Jesus, fountain of eternal life, thou spring 
of joy and spiritual satisfaction, let the holy stream 
of blood and water issuing from thy sacred side 
cool the thirst, soften the hardness, and refresh the 
barrenness of my desert soul ; that I, thirsting after 
thee, as the wearied hart after the cool stream, may 
despise all the vainer complacencies of this world, 
refuse all societies biit such as are safe, pious, and 
charitable, mortifying all sottish appetites, and may 
desire nothing but thee, seek none but thee, and rest 
in thee with entire dereliction of my own caitivo 
inclinations; that the desires of nature may pass 
into desires of grace, and my thirst and my hunger 
may be spiritual, and my Ifopes placed in thee, and 
the expresses of my charity upon thy relertives, and 
all the parts of my life may speak thy love, and obe- 
dience to thv commandments : that thou possessing 
my soul, and all its faculties, during my whole life, 
I may possess thy glories in the fruition of a blessed 
eternity ; by the light of thy Gospel here, and the 
streams of thy grace, being guided to thee, the 
fountain of life and glory, there to be inebriated 
with the waters of paradise, with joy, and love, and 
contemplation, adoring and admiring the beauties 
of the Lord for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Cannderations upon Chrisfs First Preachings and As 
Accidents happening abavi that Time. 

"When John was cast into prison, than began 
Jesus to preach ;" not only because the ministry of 
John, by order of Divine designation, was to pre- 
cede the publication of Jesus, but also upon prudent 
considerations and designs of Providence, lest two 
great personages at once upon the theatre of Pales- 
tine might have been occasion of divided thoughts, 
and these have determined upon a schism, some pro- 
fessing themselves to be of Christ, some of John. 
For once an offer was made of a dividing question 
by the spite of the Pharisees, " Why do the disci- 
ples of John fast often, and thy disciples fast not?" 
but when John went off from the scene, then Jesus 
appeared, Uke the sun in succession to the morning 
star, and there were no divided interests upon mis- 
take, or the fond adherences of the followers. And 
although the holy Jesus would certainly have cured 
all accidental inconveniences which might have hap- 
pened in such accidents ; yet this may become a 
precedent to all prelates*, to be prudent in avoiding 
all occasions of a schism, and, rather than divide 
a people, submit and relinquish an opportunity of 
preacning to their inferiors, as knowing that God is 
tetter served by charity than a homily ; and if my 
modesty made me resign to my inferior, the advan- 
tages of honor to God by the cession of humility 
are of greater consideration than the smaller and 
acci.dental advantages of better penned and more 
accurate discourses. But our blessed Lord, design- 
ing to gather disciples, did it in the manner of the 
more extraordinary persons and doctors of the 
Jews, and particularly of the Baptist: he initiated 
them into the institution by the .solemnity of a bap- 
tism ; but yet he was pleased not to minister it in 
his own person^ His apostles were baptized in Jobn*i 



itized by Google 



THE LIFK OF JfclSUS CHRIST. 145 

baptism, said TertuUiaa ; or elsq St. Peter only was 
baptized by his Lord, and he baptized the rest. 
However, the Lord was pleased to depute the minis- 
try of hii? servants, that so he might constitute a 
ministry; that he might reserve it to himself as a 
speciality to " baptize witli the Spirit," asr his ser- 
vants did " with water;" thjit he might declare, that 
the efficacy of the rite did not depend upon the dig- 
nity of the minister, but his own institution, afid the 
holy covenant; and lastly, lest they who were bap;- 
tized by him in person might please, themselves above 
their brethren, whose needs were served by a lower 
nninistry. 

The holy Jesus, the great Physician of our souls, 
now entering upon his cure, and the diocese of Pa- 
lestine, which was after wards\ enlarged to the pale 
of the Catholic church, was curious to observe all 
advantages of prudence. for the benefit of souls, by 
the choice of place, by quitting tjie place of his ed- 
ucation, (which, because it had been poor and htint- 
ble, was apt to procure contempt to his doctrinei 
and despite to his person,) by fixing in Capernaum, 
which had the advantage of popularity, and the op- 
portunity of extending the benefit, yet had not the 
honor and ambition of Jerusalem ; that the ministers 
of religion might be taught to seek and desire em- 
ployment in such circumstances which may serve 
the end of God, but not of ambition; to promote 
the interest of souls, but not the inordination of 
lower appetites. Jesus quitted his natural and civil 
interests, when they were less consistent with the 
end of God and his prophetical office, and consid- 
ered not his mother's house, and the vicinage in the 
accounts of religion, beyond those other places in 
which he might better do his Father's work: in 
which a forward piety might behold the insinuation 
of a duty to such persons, , who, by rights of law and 
ciastom, were so far instrumental to the cure of squIs, 
N ■ 
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as to design the persons ; they miglil do but duty If 
they first considered tlie interests of souls before the 
advantages of their kindred and relatives ; and al- 
though, if all things else be alike, they may in equal 
dispositions prefer their own before strangers ; yet 
it were but reason that they should first consider 
sadly if the men be equal, before they remember that 
they are of their kindred, and not let this considera- 
tion be ingredient into the former judgment. And 
another degree of liberty yet there is ; if our kindred 
be persons apt and holy, and without exceptions 
either of law, or prudence, or religion, we m^y do 
them advantages before others who have sonne de* 
grees of learning and improvement beyond the other: 
or else no man might lawfully prefer his kindred, 
unless they were absolutely the ablest ip a diocese 
or kingdom ; which doctrine were a snai*e apt to 
produce scruples to the consciences, rather than ad- 
vantages to tne cure. But then also patrons should 
be careful, that they do not accouiit their clerks by 
an estimate taken from comparison with unworthy 
candidates, set up on purpose, that when we choose 
our kindred we may abuse our consciences by say- 
ing, we have fulfilled our trust, and made election 
of the more worthy. In these^ and the like cases, 
let every man who is concerned, deal with justice, 
nobleness, and sincerity, with the ' simplicity of a 
Christian and the wisdom of a man, without tricb 
and stratagems, to disadvantage the church by do- 
ing temporal advantages to liis friend or family. 

Jesus now having begun his preaching, began also 
to gather his family; and first called 3imon and 
Andrew, then James and John, at whose vocation 
he wrought a miracle, which was a signification pf 
their ofiice, and the success of it; a draught of 
fishes so great and prodigious, that it convinced 
them that he was a person very extraordinaiy, 
whose voice the fishes heard, and came at Ins catt: 
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and since he designed them to become '< fishers of 
men," although themselves were as unlikely instru- 
ments to persuade men, as the voice of the Son of 
Man to command fishes, yet they should prevail in 
so great numbers, that the whole world should run 
after thenrv, and, upon their summons, come into the 
net of the 6ospeI, becoming disciples of the glorioas 
Nazarene. St. Pet^r, the nrat time that he threw 
his net, at the descent of ihe Holy Ghost in Pente- 
cost, caught three thousand men; and at one seir- 
mon, sometimes the princes of a nation have been 
converted, and the whole land presently baptized ; 
and the multitudes so, great, that the apostles were 
forced to design some men to the ministration of 
baptism by wav of peculiar office; and it grew to 
be work enough, the easiness of the noinistry being 
made busy and full of employ tnent where a whole 
na^tion became disciples. And indeed the doctrine 
is so holy, the principle so divine, the instruments so 
supernatural, the promises so glorious, the revela- 
tions 80 admirable, the rites so mysterioMS, the whole 
fabric of the discipline so full of wisdom, persuasion, 
and energy, that the infinite number of the first con-r 
versions were not so great a wonder, as that there 
are so few now : every man calling himself Chris- 
tian, but few having that " power of gqdlines^* which 
distinguishes Christian from a word and an empty 
name. And the word is now the same, and the ar- 
guments greater, (for some have been growing ever 
since, ^ the prophecies have been fulfilled,) and the 
sermons more, and " the Spirit the same ;" and yet 
such ** diversity of operations," that we hear and 
read the sermons and dictates evangelical as we do 
a romance, but that it is with less, passion, but alto- 
gether as much unconcerned as with a story of 
Saknanassar or Ibrahim Bassa: forwe do not leave 
one vice, or reject one lust, or deny one impetuous 
temptation the more, for the four Gospels^ sake, and all 
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St. PauPs epistles mingled in the argument- And 
yet all think themselves fishes within Christ's net, and 
the prey of the Gospel: and it is true they are so; 
for " the kingdom is like unto a net, which inclosed 
fishes good and bad ;" but this shall be of snnall ad- 
vantage when the net shall be drawn to the shore, 
and the separation made. 

When Jesus called those disciples, they had' heen 
" fishing all night, and cauglit nothing ;" but when 
Christ bade them " let down the net," they took mul- 
titudes: to show to us, that the success of our en- 
deavors is not in proportion to our labors, but the 
Divine assistance and benediction. It is not the ex- 
cellence of the instrument, but the capacity of the 
subject, nor yet this alone, but the aptness of the 
application, nor that without an influence from Hea- 
ven, can produce th6 fruits of a holy persuasion and 
conversion. " Paul may plant, and Apollos may 
Xvater^ but God gives the increase." Indeed, when 
\*re let down the nets at the Divine appointment, the 
imccess is^ the more probable; and certainly God 
will bring benefit to the jDlace, br honor to hiniself, 
or salvation to them that will obey, or conviction to 
them that will liot : but whatever the fruit be in re- 
erpect of others, the reward shaH be great to them- 
selves. * And therefore St j?aul did not say he had 
profited, but, " he had laboTed more than they all," 
as knowing the Divine acceptance would take its 
account in proportion to our endeavors and" intend- 
ments ; not by commensuration to the effect, which 
being withoiat us, depending upon God's blessing, and 
the co-operation of the recipients, carPbe no ingre- 
dients into our account. JBut this also may help to 
support the weariness orouf hopes, and the protrac- 
tion'and deferring of our expectation, if a laborious 
prelate and an assiduous preacher have but few re- 
turns to his many cares and greater labors. A whole 
night a man may labor, (the longest life is no other,) 
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and yet catch nothing, and then the Lord may visit 
us M'ith hts^ special presence, and more forward as- 
shrtances^ and the harvest may grow up with the 
softness of a gourd, and the fruitfulness of olives/ 
and the plaisance of the vine, and the strength of 
Avheat; and whole troops of penitents may arise 
from the darkness of their graves at the call of one 
sermon, even when he pleases: and till then we 
must be content that we do our duty, and lay the 
consideration of the effect at the-feet of Jesus. 

In the days of the patriarchs, the governors of 
the Lord's people were called shepherds ; so was 
Moses, aiid so was David. In the days of the Gos- 
pel they are shepherds still, but with the addition of 
a new appellative, for now they are called fishers. 
Both the callings were honest, humble, and laborioust 
watchful and Uill of trouble; but now that both the 
titles are conjunct, we nciay observe the symbol of 
an implicit and folded duty. There is much simpli- 
city and care in the shepherd's trade ; there is much 
craft and labor in the fisher's : and a prelate is to 
be both full of piety to his flock, careful of their 
welfare; and, because in the political and spiritual 
sense too, feeding ^nd governing are the same duty, 
it concerns them that have cure of soijjs to be dis- 
creet and wary, observant of advantagesf lajring 
such baits for the people as may entice them into 
the nets of Jesus's discipline. " Bat being crafty 
I caught you," saith St raul ; for he was a fisher 
too. An^ so must spiritual persons be fillers to all 
spiritual senses of watchfulness, and care, and pru<- 
dence : only they must not fish for preferment and 
ambitious purposes, but must say with the king of 
Sodom, « Date nobis animas, caetera vobis tollite ;•* 
which St Paul renders^ " We seek not yours, but 
you.** And in order to such acquist, the purchase 
of souls, let them have the diligence and the craft 
of fishers, the watehfukiess and care of shepherds, 
N2 
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|be prudence of polities, the tenderness of parentSf 
thd spirit of government, the wariness of observa- 
tion, great knowledge of the dispositions of their 
people, and experience of such advantages by means 
of which they may serve the ends of God, and of 
salvation upon their souls. 

When reter had received the fruits of a rich 
miracle, in th^ prodigious and prosperous draught 
of fishei^, he instantly *' fails down at the feet of 
Jesus," ajid confesses himself '* a sinner," and un- 
worthy of the presence of Christ In which con- 
fession I not only consider the conviction of his un- 
der^tandipg by the testimony of the miracle, but 
the mode^y of his spirit, who, in his exaltation, and 
the joy p{ a suddjeu and happy success, retired into 
humility and consideration <^ his own unworthiness, 
lesti as it happens in sudden joys, the lavishness of 
hi$^ spirit should transport him to intemperance, to 
looser affections, to vanity and garishness, less be- 
coming the severity and government of a disciple 
of so great ^ Master. For in such great and sud- 
den accidents, men usually are dissolved and incited 
into joy and Inconsideration, and let fly all their 
severe principle^ and discipline of manncfrs, till, as 
pQter here did, though t0. another purpose, they say 
to Chrkit, " Popart fronn me, O Lord;" as if such 
exceU^cies of joys, like the lesser stars, did disap- 
pes^r ?Lt the presence of hi«ij who is the fountain pf 
fB jgy^ regdar and jusit- When the spirits of the 
to4y ha.ve been bound up by the cold winter air, 
the vf ^r^pnth of the spring makes so great an aper- 
ture of t)^ passag^St and, by consequence, sqch dis- 
Sipli^ioii o( s|>irits^ ij^ the pretence of the sim, tha,t it 
beeoipes the, occa^sioQ of fevers and violent djiseases. 
^ust s^k a thii^ i^ e^ [^iidden joy, in which the spir- 
its lesyp, out fr^m. ttfc^ir pell3 of austerity and soori- 
ft^t ai^d ajFe. wa»rmed iat^ lev^s. and litildnesses, 
m4 fi>j?feitme of alliydgmeiit ^ vigorqus nnder^ 
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standing. In these accidents, the best advice is to 
temper and allay our joys with some instant consid- 
^rttioti of the yilest of our sins, the shamefuln^ss 
of our disgraces, the most dolorous accidents of oiir 
lives; the worst of our fears, with meditation of de^th, 
0t the terrors of doomsday, or the unimagin&bte 
mseries of damned and accursed spirits. For Such 
QOnsiiElerations as these are good instruments of ^6^ 
briety, and are correctives to the malignity of ex- 
ceisive joys or temporal prosperities, which, like 
miner aks) unless allayed by art, prey upon the spirits, 
aiid become the union of a contradiction, being 
turned into mortal medicines. 
, The holy Jesus, in the choice of his apostles, was 
resolute and determined to make election of persons 
bold .and confident, (for so the Galilseans were ob^ 
served naturally to be, and Peter was the boldest 
of the twelve, and a good sword-man, till the spirit 
of his Muster had listened his sword within the 
scabbard, and charmed his spirit-into quietness ;) but 
he never chose any of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
none of the doctors of the law, but persons igno- 
rant tnd unlearned ; which in design and institutions 
whos6 divinity is not demonstrated from other argu- 
ments, wouH seem an art of coipcealment and Si^ 
trust. But in this, which derives its ray from the 
fountain of wisdom most openly and infallibly, it is 
a^eohtestation against the powers of the world upon 
the interests of God, that he who does all the work 
tnighthave aM tbe g{ory,andin the productions in 
wWch he is fain to make the instruments themselves, 
and give them capacity and activity, every part of 
the operation, and causality, and effect, may give 
to God the same honor he had from the creation, 
for his being the only workman ; with the addition 
of those degrees of excellence which, in the work 
of iredemption of man, are beyond that of his crea- 
tion and first being. 
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Tke Prayer. 

O eternal Jesu, Lord of the creatures, and Prince 
of the Catholic church, to whom all creatures obey, 
in acknowledgment of thy supreme dominion, and 
all according to thy disposition, co-operate to the 
advancement of thy kingdom, be pleased to order 
the afiairs and accidents of the world, that all things 
in their capacity may do the work of the Gospel, 
and co-operate to the good of the elect, and retrench 
the growth of vice, and advance the interests of 
virtue. Make all the states and orders of men dis- 
ciples of thy holy institution: let princes worship 
thee, and defend religion; let thy clergy do thee 
honor by personal zeal, and vigilance over their 
flocks ; let all the world submit to thy sceptre, and 
praise thy righteousness, and adore my judgments, 
and revere thy laws ; and, in the multitudes of thy 
people within the inclosure of thy nets, tet me also 
communicate in the offices of a strict and religious 
du^, that I may know thy voice, and obey thy call, 
and entertain thy Holy Spirit, and improve my 
talents ; that I may also communicate in the bless- 
ings of the church ; and when the nets shall be drawn 
to the shore, and the angels shall make separation 
of the good fishes from the bad, I may not be re- 
jected, or thrown into those seas of fire which shafl 
afflict the enemies of thy kingdom ; but be admitted 
into the societies of saints, and the everlasting com- 
munion of thy blessings and glories, .0 bless^. and 
eternal Jesa Amen. 
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SECTION XII. 

Constderatians of some preparatory Accidents before 
the Entrance of Jesus into his Passion. 

He that hath observed the story of the life of 
Jesus; cannot but see it, all the way, to be brewed 
with thorns and sharp-pointed stones; and although, 
by the kisses of his feet, they became precious and 
salutary, yet they procured to him sorrow and dis- 
ea^: it was "meat and drink to him, to do his 
Father's will," but it was " bread of affliction, and 
rivers of tears to drink ;'^ and, for these, he thirsted 
like the earth after the cool stream. For so great 
was his perfection, so exa<?t the conformity of his 
willy. so absolute th^ subordination of his inferior 
faculties to the infinite love of God, which sat regent 
itt the court of his will and understanding, that, in 
this electioir of accidents, he never considered the 
taste, hut the goodness, never distinguished sweet 
from^ bitter, but duty and piety always prepared his 
tabie^ And, therefore, now knowing that his time; 
determined by tibe Father, was nigh, he hastened up 
to Jerusalem; ** he went before" bis disciples, saith 
St' Mark^ ^^ and they followed him trembling and 
amazed ;" and yet, before that, even then when his 
brethren observed he had a design of publication of 
himself, he suffered then^ ** to go before him, and 
went up, as it were, in secret." , For so we are in- 
vited, to martyrdom, and suffering "in a Christian 
cause, by so gre^t an example: the holy Jesiis is 
gone before us, and it were a holy contention, to 
strive whose zeal were forwardest in the design of 
humiliation and self-denial ; but it were also well, if, 
in doing ourselves secular advantage, and promoting 
our worldly interest, we should follow him, who 
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was ever more distant from receiving honors than 
from receiving a painful death. Those afiections, 
which dwell in sadness, and are married to griefi 
and lie at the foot of the cross, and trace the sad 
step^ of Jesus, have the wisdom of recoHectiou, the 
tempers of sohriety, and are the best imitations of 
Jesus, and securities against the levity of a dispersed 
and a vain spirit. This was* intimated by many of 
the disciples of Jesus, in the days of the Spirit, 
and when they had " tasted of the good word of 
God, and the powers of the world to- come;** for 
then we find many ambitious of martyrdom, and 
that have laid stratagems and designs, by unusual 
deaths, to get a crown. The soul of St. Lawrence 
was so scorched with ardent desires of dying for 
his Lord, that he accounted tlie coals of his giicuroD, 
but as a julep, or the aspersion of cold water* to re- 
fresh his soul ; they were chill as the Alpine snows, 
in respect of the heats of his divider flames; And if 
these lesser stars shine so brightly, and burn so 
warmly, what heat of love may we suppose to have 
been in the Sun of Righteousness? if they went 
fast toward the crown of martyrdom, yet we know 
that the holy Jesus went before them all: no wonder 
that " he cometh forth as a bridegroom from his 
chamber, and rejoices as a giant to run his course." 
When the disciples had overtaken Jesus, he be- 
gins to them a sad homily upon the old text of isuf- 
tering, which he had, well nigh fora y^ar together, 

E reached upon; but because it was^ ta utipleasing 
isson, so contradictory to those interests, upon the 
hopes of which they had entertained themselves, and 
spent aU their desires, they could, by no means un- 
derstand it: for an understanding, prepossessed with 
a fancy, or an unhandsome principle, consrtrues all 
other notions to the sense of the first; and whatso- 
ever contradicts it, we think it an objection, and 
that we are bound to answer it. But now that it 
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concerned Christ to speak so plainly, that his disci- 
ples; by what was to happen within five or six days, 
might not be scandalized, or believe it happened to 
Jesus without his knowledge and voluntary enter-* 
tainmenty he tells them of his sufferings, to be accon)- 
plished in his journey to Jerusalem. And here the 
disciples showed themselves to be ,but men, fiill of 

Eassion and indiscreet affection ; and the bold GaM- 
?an, St. Peter, took the boldness to deport his Mas- 
ter from so great an infelicity ; and met with a re- 
prehension so great, that neither the Scribes, nor the 
Pharisees, nor Hetod himself, ever' met with its par- 
allel Jesus called him Satan; meaning, that no 
greater contradiction can be offered to the designs 
of God and his holy Son, than to dissuade us from 
sufiering. And if we understood how great are the 
advantages of a suffering condition, we should think 
all our daggers gilt, and our pavements strewed 
with roses, and our halters silken, and the Tack an 
instrument of pleasure, and he most impatient of 
those temptations which seduce us into ease, and di- 
vorce us from the cross, as being opposite to our 
greatest hopes and most perfect desires. But still 
this humor of St. Peter's imperfection abides amongst 
us : he that breaks off the yoke of obedience, and 
unties ihe bands of discipline, and preaches a cheap 
religion, and presents heaven in the midst of flowers, 
and strews carpets softer than the Asian luxury in 
the way, and sets the. songs of Sion to the tunes of 
Persian and lighter airs, and offers great liberty of 
living, and bondage under affection and sins, and re- 
conciles eternity with the present enjoyment, he 
shall have his schools filled with disciples ; but he 
that preaches the cross, and the severities of Chris* 
tianity, and the strictnesses of a holy life, shall have 
the Ipt of his blessed Lord ; he shall be thought ill oif, 
and deserted 

Our blessed Lord, five days before his passion. 
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sent his disciples to a village to borrow an aiss, that 
be might ride in triumph to Jerusalem ; he had none 
of his own ; but yet he, who was so dear to God, 
could not want what was to supply his needs. It may 
be, God hath laid up our portion in the repositories 
of other men, and rnean^ to furnish us frona their ta- 
bles, to feed us from their granaries, apd that their 
wardrobe shall clothe us; for it is all <)ne to bimto 
m^ke a iish brine usr money, or a crow to bring us 
meat, or the stable of our neighbor t,o furnish our 
needs of beasts. If he brings it to thy need as thou 
wantest it, thou hast fill the good in the use of the 
creature which the owners can receive; and the 
horse which is lent me in charity does me as much 
ease, and the i>read which is given me in alms feeds 
me as well, as the other part of i^, which the good 
man, that gave me a portion, reserved for his own 
eating, could do to hin^ And if we would give God 
leave to make provisions for us in the ways of his 
own choosing, and not estimate our wants by our 
manner of receiving, being contented that (Jod, by 
any of his own ways, will minister it to us, we 
should find onr cares ceased, and our content in- 
creased, and our thankfulness engaged, and all our 
modei*ate desires contented, by the satisfaction of 
our needs. For if God is pleased to feed me by my 
jieigbbor's charity, there is no other difference, but 
that God makes me an occasion of his ghostly good, 
as he is made the occasion of my temporal ; add if 
we think it disparagement, we may remember that 
God conveys more good to him by me, than to me 
by him: and it is a proud impatience to refuse or to 
be angry with God's provisions, because he bath not 
observed my circumstances and ceremonies of elec- 
tion. ^ 

And now begins that great triumph, in which the 
holy Jesus was pleased to exalt his office and to 
abase his person. He rode, like a poor man, upon 
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an ass> a beast of burden and the lowest value, and 
yet it was not his own^ and in that equipage he re- 
ceived the acclamations due to a mighty prince, to 
the Son of the eternal King; telling us, that the 
smallness of fortune, and the rudeness of exterior 
habiliments, and a rough wall, are sometimes the 
outsides of a great glory; and that when God means 
to glorify or do honor to a person, he needs no help 
from secular advantages. He hides great riches in 
renunciation of the world, and makes great honor 
break forth fronl the clouds of humility ; and victory 
to arise from yielding, and the modesty of departing 
from our interest ; and peace to be the reward of 
him, that suffers all the hostilities of men and devils. 
For Jesus, in this great humility of his, gives a great 
probation that he was the Messias, and the King of 
Sion ; because no other king entered into those gates 
riding upon an ass, and received the honor of " Ho- 
sannah," in that unlikelihood and contradiction of 
unequal circumstances. 

Tne blessed Jesus had never but two days of tri- 
umph in his life ; the one was on his transfiguration 
upon Mount Tabor ; the other, this his riding into 
the holy city. But, that it may appear how little 
were his jays and present exterior complacencies; 
in the day of his transfiguration, Moses and Elias 
appeared to him, telling him what great things he 
was to suffer ; and in this day of his riding to Jeru- 
salem, he wet the palms with a dew sweeter than 
the moistures upon Mount Hermon, or the drops of 
manna : for, to allay the little warnith of a springing 
joy, he let down a shower of tears, weeping over 
undone Jerusalem in the day of his triumph, leaving 
it disputable whether he felt more joy or sorrow in 
the acts of love ; for he triumphed to consider that 
the redemption of the world was so near, and wept 
bitterly that men would not be redeemed ; his joy 
was great, to consider that himself was to suffer so 
O 
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great sadness for our good; and his sorrow wslb 
very great, to consider that he would not entertain 
that good, that he brought and laid before us by his 
passion. He was in figure, as his servant, St 
raphnutius, was afterwards, in letter and true story, 
" crucified upon palms :" which, indeed, was the em- 
blem of a victory ; but yet such as had leaves sharp, 
poignant, and vexatious. However, he entered into 
Jerusalem dressed in gaieties, which yet he placed 
under his, feet; but with such pomps and solemni- 
ties, each family, according to its •proportion, was 
accustomed to bring the paschal lartib to be slain for 
the passover ; and it was not an indecent cerenoony, 
that '* the lamb slain from the beginning of the 
world," should be brought to his slaughter, with the 
acknowledgments of a religious solemnity : because, 
now that real good was to be exhibited to the world 
which those little paschal lambs did but signify and 
represent in shadow: arid that was the true cause 
of all the little joy he had. 

And if we consider what followed, it might seem 
also to be a design to heighten the dolorousness of 
his passion: for to descend from the greatest of 
worldly honors, from the adoration of a Grod, and 
the acclamations to a king, to the death of a dave, 
and the torments of a cross, and the dishonors of a 
condemned criminal, were so great stoopiugs and 
vast changes* that they gave height, and sense, and 
excellency to each' other. This, then, seemed an 
excellent glory ; but, indeed, was but an art and in- 
strument of grief: for such is the nature of all our 
felicities, they end in sadness, and increase the sting 
of sorrows, and add moment to them, and cause im- 
patience and uncomfortable remembrances; but the 
griefs of a Christian, whether they b*^ instances of 
repentance, or parts of persecution, or ^wercises of 

Satience, end in joy and endless comfort. Thus 
esus, like a rainbow, half made of the glories of 
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light, and half of the moisture of a cloud ; half tri- 
umph, and half sorrow; entered into that town, 
^where he had done much good to others, and to 
himself received notbinff but affronts: yet his ten- 
derness increased upon him ; and that very journey, 
i^hich was Christ's last solemn visit for their recov- 
ery, he doubled all the instruments of his mercy and 
their conversion. He rode in triumph ; the children 
sang hosannah to him ; he cured many diseased per- 
sons; he wept for them, and pitied them, and sighed 
out the intimations of a prayer, and did penance for 
their ingratitude, and staid all day there, looking 
about him towards evening ; and no man would in- 
vite him home, but he was forced to go to Bethany, 
where he was sure of an hospitable entertainment 
I think no Christian that reads this, but will be full 
of indignation at the whole city ; who, for malice or 
for fear, would not, or durst not, receive their Savior 
into their houses; and yet we do worse: for how. 
that he is become our Lord, with mightier demon- 
strations of his eternal power, we suffer him to look 
round about upon us for months and vears together, 
and possibly ne.ver entertain him, tiU our house is 
ready to rush upon our heads, and we are going to 
unusual and stranger habitations. And yet, in the 
midst of a populous and mutinous city, this great 
King had some good subjects ; persons that threw 
away their own garments, and laid them at the feet 
of our Lord; that, being divested of their own, they 
might be re-invested with a robe of his righteous- 
ness, wearing that till it were changed into a stole 
of glory; the very ceremony of their reception 6f 
fhe Lord became symbolical to them, and expressive 
of all our duties. 

But I consider that the blessed Jesus had affections 
not less than infinite, towards all mankind; and he 
who wept upon Jerusalem, who had done so sreat 
despite to him, and within five days were to nil up 
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the measure of their iniquities, and do an act, -which 
all ages of the world could never repeat in the same 
instance, did also, in the number of his tears, reckon 
our sins, as sad considerations and incentives of 
his sorrows. And it would well become us to con- 
sider what great evil we do, when our actions axe 
such as for which our blessed Lord did weep. He 
who was seated in the bosom of felicity, yet he 
moistened his fresh laurels upon the day of his tri- 
umph, with tears of love and bitter allay. His day 
of triumph was a day of sorrow ; and if we wrould 
weep for our sins, that instance of sorrow would be 
a day of triumph and jubilee. 

From hence the holy Jesus went to Bethany, 
where he had another manner of reception than at 
the holy city. There he supped ; for his goodly day 
of triumph had been with ham a fasting^ay. And 
Mary Magdalen, who . had spent one box of ftard 
pistic upon our Lord's feet, ats a sacrifice of eucha- 
rist for her conversion, now bestowed another, in 
thankfulness for the restitution of her brother Laza- 
rus to life, and consigned her Lord unto bis burial 
And here she met with an evil interpreter. Judas, 
an apostle, one of the Lord's own family, pretended 
it had been a better religion to have given it to the 
poor; but it was malice, and the spirit, either of 
envy or avarice, in him that passed that sentence ; 
for he that sees a pious action well done, and seeks 
to undervalue it by telling how it might have been 
better, reproves nothing but his own spirit. For a 
man may do very well, and God would accept it: 
though to say he might have done better, is to say 
only, that action was not the most perfect and abso- 
lute in its kind : but to be angry at a religious per- 
son* and without any other pretence but that he 
might have done better, is spiritual envyf for a pious 

Eerson would have nourished up that infant action 
y love and praise, till it had grown to the most per 
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feet and intelligent piety. But the event of that man 
gave the interpretation of his present purpose ; and 
at the best it could be no other than a rash judgment 
of the action and intention of a religious, thankful, 
and holy person. But she found her Lord, who was 
her beneficiary ift this, become her patron and her 
advocate^ Arid hereafter, when we shall find th^f 
devil," the great accuser of God's saints, object against 
the piety and religion of holy persons; a cup of 
cold water shall be accepted unto reward, and a 
good intention heightened to the valufe of an exte- 
rior expression, and a piece of gum to the equality 
of a holocaust; and an action, done with great «eal 
and an intense love, be acquitted from all its adhe- 
rent imperfections ; Christ receiving them into him- 
self, and being like the altar of ihcense^ hallowing 
the very smoke, and raising it into a flame, and en- 
tertaining it into the embraces of the firmament and 
the bosom of heaven. Christ himself, who is the 
judge of our actions, is also the entertainer and, ob- 
ject of our charity and duty, and the advocate of 
our persons. 

Judas, who declaimed against the woman, made 
tacit reflection upon his Lord for suffering it : and, ' 
indeed, every obloquy against any of Christ's ser- ; 
vants, is looked on as an arrow shot into the heart \ 
of Christ hinlself. And now, a persecution being 
begun against the Lord within his own family, an- 
other was raised against him from without. For 
the chief priests " took crafly counsel against Jesiis," 
and called a. consistory, to contrive " how they 
might destroy him :" ?]^nd h^re was the greatest re- 
presentment of the goodness of God and the ingrat- 
itude of man, that could be practised or understood^ 
How often had Jesus poured forth tears for them I 
HoA^many sleepless nights had he awaked^ to do 
them advantage ! How many days had he spent in 
homilies^ and admirable visitations of mercy tod 
02 
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charity: in casting out devils, in curing their sickt 
in, correctiAg their ddinqoencies, in reducing them 
to the Ways of security and peace; and that "we 
may use the greatest expression in die worlds that 
is» his own, ^ in gathering them as a hen gatheretii 
her chickens under her wing,*^ to give theni strength^ 
and warmth, and life, awl ghostlv nourisbnfieot! 
AimI the chief priests, together with their, faction, 
use all arts, and watch all opportunities to get Christ; 
not that tliHBy might possess him, but to destroy fajin ; 
little considering, that they extinguish their owii eyes, 
and destroy that spring of life, which wets intended 
to them for a blissful immortality. 

And here it was that the devil showed his prompt- 
ness, to furnish every eviI4ntended person- vinth apt 
instruments, to ax:t the^very worst 6f his intenticms. 
The devil knew their purposes, and the aptness and 
poclivity of Judaa ; and, by bringing these together, 
ne served their present design^' and his own great 
intendment The devil never fails to promote every 
evil purpose ; and, except where God's restraining 
grace does intervene and interrupt the opportunity, 
by interposition of different and cross accidents to 
serve other ends of Providence, no man. easily is 
fcHSid of wickedness, but be shall receive enough to 
ruin him. Indeed, Nero and Julian, both witty men 
and powerful, desired to have been riiagicians, and 
could i^ot ; and although, possibly, ihe devil woidd 
have corresponded with them, who yet were already 
his own* in all degrees of security ; yet God per- 
mitted not that, lest they might have understood new- 
ways of doing despite to martyrs: and! afflicted Chris- 
tians. And it concerns us not to tfempt God, or in- 
vite a forward enemy^ for as we are sijae the devil 
is. ready to promote all vicious desires, and bring 
tbem o.ujt to execution ; so we are not sure, &at God 
win. not permit him ; and- he that desires to be un- 
i0m% and cares not to be prevented by God% rs-* 
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dtrainmg grace, shall find his^ turn in the folly' of his 
cvrn desires, and become twetcfhed by his own dlec- 
tion« Judas,, hearing of this congregation of the 
priests, went ^nd offered to betray his Lord; and- 
made a covenant, the price of which was " thirty 
pieces of silver f and he returned. 

Il is not intimated m the history of tiwi Bftf <&#- 
Jesias, that Jndas had any nftaKce agaimst the persotf 
of Christ ; for when, afterwards^ he saw the tha^ei* 
was to end in the death of his Lord, he repent^ s 
but a base and unworthy spirit of covetouimess pes* 
sessed hm\ ; and the relics of indignation, for missing 
the price of the ointment whicl^ the holy Magdalen 
had poured upoiK his feet, burnt in his bowels^ With 
a secreVdark, melandholic fire, and made an iidrtip^ 
tron into a^n aet, which all ages df the wtcKrid eould 
ttever paraffleL They appomted hintii for hire Attrty 
pieces^ and some say, that every piece did- in vah]i0 
equal teii ordinary current deniers ; and so Jndaa 
was satisfied, by receiving the worth of. three hna- 
dred pence, at which he ^ued the nard pistk. But 
hereaftettlet no Christian be ashamed to be despised 
and undervalued ? for he will hardly meet so greal 
a reproach, as to have $o disproportionate a price 
set upon his life, as was upon the hcJy Jesus; Maiy 
Magdalen tiiought it not good en0i:^h to^anneal^ hit 
sacred feet ; Judas thought it a somcient price for 
his head; for covetousness aims at base aiid low 
purchases, whilst holy love is great and comprehen- 
sive as the bosom of heaven, and aims at nothing 
that is less than infinite.- . The love of God is a holy 
fountain, limpid and pure, sweet and salutary, last- 
ing and eternal : the love of money is a vertigindus 
pool, sucking all into it to destroy it : it is troubled 
and uneven, giddy and unsafe ; servinff no imd but 
its. own, and that also, in a restless and uneasy mo- 
tion; The love of God .spends itself upoa hunt to 
receive again the reflections of grace and benedict 
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tion: the love of money spends all its desires upon 
itsdf, to purchase nothing but unsatisfying instru- 
ments of exchange, or supernumerary provisions, 
and ends in dissatisfaction, and emptiness of spirit, 
and a bitter .curse* Mary Magdalen "was defended 
by her Lord against calumny, a^d rewarded with 
an honorable mention to all ages of the church ; be- 
sides the ** unction from above,** which, she shortly 
after received, to consign her to crowns and seep 
tres: but Judas was described in the Scripture, the 
book of life, with the black character of death ; he 
was disgraced to eternal ages, and presently after 
acted his own tragedy with a sad and ignoble death. 
Now, all things. being fitted, our blessed Lord 
sends two disciples to prepare the Passover, that he 
mi^ht fidjSl the law of Moses, and pass from thence 
to institutions evangelical, and then fulfil his suffer- 
ings; Christ gave mem a sign to guide them to the 
house, " a man bearing a pitcher of water :" by 
which some, that delight in mystical significations, 
say was typified the sacrament of baptism ; mean- 
ing, that although, by occasion of the Paschal so- 
lemnity, the holy eucharist was first instituted, yet 
it was afterwards to be applied to practice according 
to the sense of this accident; only baptized persons 
were apt susci^Hents of the other more perfective 
rite, as the taking nutriment supposes persons bom 
into the world, and within the common conditions 
of human nature. But, in the letter, it was an in- 
stance of the Divine omniscience, who could pro- 
n6unce concerning accidents at distance, as if they 
were present : arid yet also, like the provision of the 
colt to ride on, it was an instance of Providence, 
and security of all God's sons for their portion of 
temporals. Jesus had not a lamb of his own, and 
possibly no money in the bags to buy one: and yet 
Frovidencewas his guide, and the charity of a good 
man was his ptcvedUorej and he fpund excellent con- 
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venienees in the entertainments of a hospitable good 
man, as if he had dwelt in Ahab-s ivory house, and 
had had the riches of Solomon, and the meat of his 
household. 

Prayers, 

I. O holy King, of Sion, eternal Jesus, who, with 
great humility and infinite love, didst enter into the 
holy city, riding upon an ass, that thou mightest ver- 
ify the predictions of the prophets, and give exam- 
ple of meekness, and of the gentle and paternal gov- 
ernment which the eternal Father laid upon thy 
shoulders; be pleased, dearest Lord, taenter into my 
soul- with triumph, trampling over all thine enemies; 
and give me grace to entertain thee with joy and 
adoration, with abjection of my own desires,; with 
lopping off all my superfluous branches of a tempo* 
ral condition, and spending them in the office of. 
charity and religion, and divesting myself ©rail my 
desires, laying them at thy holy feet, that I njay 
bear the yoke and burden of the Lord with aiapri|ty, 
with love, and the wonders of a satisfied aijid tri« 
urophant spirit. Lord, enter in, and take possession j 
and thou, to whose honor the very stones would 
give testimony, make my stony heart an instrument 
of thy praises ; let me strew thy way with flowers 
of virtue, and the holy rosary of Christian graces; 
and, by thy aid^and example, let us also triumph 
over all our infirmities and hostilities, and then lay 
our. victories at thy feet, and at last follow thee into 
thy heavenly Jerusalem with palms in our hands, 
and joy in our hearts, and eternal acclamations on 
ourjips, rejoicing in thee, and singing Hallelujahs in 
a happy eternity to thee, O holy King of Sion, eter^ 
nai Jesus.. Amen. 

II. p blessed and dear Lord, who wert pleased to 
permit thyself to be sold to the assemblies of evfl 
persons for a vile price by one of thy own servants. 
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for whom thou hadst done so great favors, and 
hast desigaed a crown and a throne to him, and 
he turned himself into a sooty coal, and entered into 
the portion of evil angels ; teach us to value thee 
above all the joys of men, to prize thee at an esti- 
mate beyond all the wealth ot nature, to buy wis- 
dom, and not to sell it, to part with all, that we may 
enjoy thee ; and let no temptation abuse our under- 
standings, no loss vex' us into impatience, no frustra- 
tion of nope fill us with indignation, no pressure of 
calamitous accidents make us angry at thee, the 
fountain of love and blessing, no covetousness trans- 
port us into the suburbs of hell, and the regions of 
sin : but make us to love thee as well as ever any 
creature loved thee, that we may never bum in any 
fires but of a holy love, nor sink in any inundation 
but what proceeds from penitential showers, and 
suffer no violence but of implacable desires to live 
with thee, and, when thou callest us, to suffer with 
thee, and for thee. 

III. Lord, let me never be betrayed by myself, or 
any violent accident £^nd importunate temptation; 
let me never be sold for the vile price of temporal 
gain, or transient pleasure, or a pleasant dream ; but, 
since thou hast bought me with a price, even then 
when thou wert sold thyself, let me never be sepa- 
rated from thy possession. I am thine, bought with 
a price ; Lord, save me ; and in the dav when thou 
bindest up thy jewels, remember, Lord, that I cost 
thee as dear as any, and therefore cast me not into 
the portion of Judas : but let me walk, and dwell, 
and bathe in the field of thy blood, and pass from 
hence, pure and sanctified, into the society of the 
elect apostles, receiving my part with them, and my 
lot in the communications of thy inheritance, 
^gracious Lord and dearest Savior, Jesus. Amen. 
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SECTION XIIL 

Considerations upon the Washing of the Discifle^ 
Feet by Jesus^ and his Sermon of HunaHty. 

The holy Jesus went now to eat his last Pascha. 
supper, and to finish the work of his legation, and to 
fulfil that part of the law of Moses in every of its 
smallest and most minute particularities, in which 
also the actions were significant of spiritual duties : 
which we may transfer from the letter to the spirit 
in our own instances, That as Jesus ate the Paschal 
lamb with a staff in his hand, with his loins girt, 
. with sandals on his feet, in great haste, with unleav- 
ened bread, and with bitter herbs ; so we also shonid 
do all our services according to the signification of 
these symbols, leaning upon the cross of Jesus for a 
staff, and bearing the rod of his government, with 
loins girt with angelical chastity, with shoes on our 
feet, that so we may guard and have custody over 
our affections, and " be shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace,*' eating in haste, as becomes 
persons "hungering aud thirsting after righteous- 
ness," doing the work of* the Lord zealously and fer- 
vently, without the leaven of malice and secular in- 
terest, with bitter herbs of self-denial and mortifica- 
tion of , our sensual and inordinate desires. The 
sense and mystery of the whole act, with all its cir- 
cumstances, is. That we obey all the sanctions of the 
divine law, and that every part of our religion be 
pure and peaceable, chaste and obedient, confident 
in God and diffident in ourselves, frequent and zeal- 
ous, humble and resigned, just and charitable ; and 
there will not easily be wanting any just circum- 
stance to hallow and consecrate the action. 

When the holy Jesus had finished his last Mosaic 
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rite, he descends to give example of the first fruit ol 
evangelical graces : " he rises from supper, lays 
aside his garment'' like a servant, and, with all the 
circumstances of an humble ministry, " washes the 
feet of his disciples," beginning at the first, Stl Peter, 
until he came to Judas, the traitor ; that we might, 
in one scheme, see a rare conjunction of charity and 
humility, of self-denial and indiflerency, represented 
by a person glorious and great, their Lord and Mas- 
ter, sad and troubled. And he chose to wash their 
feet rather than their head, that he might have the 
opportunity of a more humble postuire, and a more 
apt signification of his charity. Thus God lays 
every thing aside, that he may serve his servatits; 
heaven stoops to earth, and one abyss calls upon 
another, and the miseries of man, which were next 
to* infinite, are excelled by a mercy equal to the 
immensity of God. And this washing of their feet, 
which was an accustomed civility and entertain- 
ment of honored strangers at the beginning of their 
meal, Christ deferred to the end of the paschal sup- 
per, that it might be the preparatory to the second, 
which he intended should be festival to all the world. 
St. Peter was troubled that the hands of his Lord 
should wash his servants' feet, those hands which 
had opened the eyes of the blind, and cured lepers, 
and healed all diseases, and, when lift up to heaven, 
were omnipotent, and could restore life to dead and 
buried persons; he counted it a great indecency for 
him to suffer it: but it was no more than. was neces- 
sary, for they had but lately been earnest in dispute 
for ptecedericy ; and it was of itself so apt to swefl 
into tumor and inconvenience, that it was not to be 
cured but by some prodigy of example and miracle 
of humility, which the holy Jesus offered to them in 
this express, calling them to learn some great lesson ; 
a lesson which God descended from heaven to earth, 
from riches to poverty, from essential innocence to 
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the disreputation of a sinner, from a master to a 
servant, to learn us, that ip, that we should esteem 
ourselves but just as we are, low, sinful, miserable, 
needy, and unworthy. It seems it is a great thing 
that man should come to have just and equal thoughts 
of himself, that God used such powerful arts to 
transmit this lesson, and engrave it in the spirits of 
men ; and if the receipt fafls, we are eternally lost 
in the mists of vanity, and enter into the condi- 
tion of those angels, whom pride transformed and 
spoiled into the condition of devils : and upon con- 
sideration of this great example, Guericus, a good 
man, cried out, " Thou hast overcome, O Lord, thou 
hast overcome my pride ; this example hath master- 
ed me ; I deliver myself up into thy hands, never to 
receive liberty or exaltation but in the condition of 
thy humblest servant." 

And to this purpose St Bernard hath an a&e- 
donate and devout consideration, saying, that * some 
of the angels, as soon as they were created, had an 
ambition to become like God, and to aspire into the 
throne which God had ^pointed to the holy Jesus 
in eternal ages. When God created man, presently 
the devil rubbed his leprosy upon him, and he would 
needs be like Grod too, and Satan promised him that 
he should. As the evil angels would have been like 
to God in power and majesty, so man would have 
been like him in knowledge, and have imitated the 
wisdom of the eternal Father. But man haa the 
fate of Gehazi; he would needs have the talent and 

f garments of Lucifer, and he had also his plague ; he 
ost paradise for his. pride. And now, what might 
befit the Son of God to do, seeing man so lost, and God 
so zealous of his honor ? I see (saith he) that, by 
occasion of me, the Father loses his creatured, for 
they have all aspired to be like me, and are fsillen 
into the greatest infelicities. Behold, I will go to- 
I wards man in such a form, that whosoever from 

P 
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henceforth would become like me, shall be so, and 
be a gainer by it And for this cause the Son of 
Grod came from heaven, and made himself a poor 
humble person, and, by all the actions of his life, 
commented upop the present discourse : " Learn of 
me, for I am meek and humble of heart.'* Blessed 
be that mercy and bounty which moved Almi^ty 
God to condescend to that so great appetite we had 
of being like him ; for now we may be like unto God, 
but it must be by humility, of which he hath given 
us an example powerful as miracles, and great a? 
our own pride and misery. 

And, indeed, our blessed Lord, knowing that ex- 
amples are like maps and perfect schemes, in which 
the whole continent may at once be represented to 
the eye to all the purposes of art and benefil, did in 
the latter end of his life, draw up the dispersions and 
larger harvest of his precepts, binding them in the 
bundle of the great examples, and casting them into 
actions as into sums total : for so this act of ^wash- 
ing the feet of his own ministers, and then dying for 
them, and for. all his enemies, did preach the three 
great sums of evangelical perfection with an admi- 
rable energy and abbreviature; humility and charity, 
and sufierings, being to Christianity as the body, and 
the soul, and the spirit, are to the whole man. For 
no man brings a sad funeral into the theatre to make 
his spectators merry, nor can well preach chastity 
in the impurity of the Bordelli, or persuade temper- 
ance when himself is full of wine and luxury, and 
enters into the baths to boil his undigested meat, that 
he may return to his second supper, and breathes 
forth impure belchings together with his homily: a 
poor Eremite, or a severely-living philosopher, into 
whose life his own precepts have descended, and his 
doctrine is mingled with his soul, mingles also effect 
and virtue with homilies, and incorporates his doc- 
trines in the hearts of his disciples. And this the 
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holy Jesus did in his own person, bearing the burden 
first upon his own shoulders, that we may, with bet- 
ter alacrity, undergo what our blessed Lord bears 
vrith us, and for us. But that we may the better un- 
derstand what our blessed Lord designed to us in 
this lecture, let us consider the proper acts of humil 
ity which integrate the virtue. 

1. The first is, * Christ's humble man thinks 
meanly of himself:' and there is great reason every 
man should. For his body is but rottenness and in- 
firmity covered with a fair mantle, a dunghill over- 
cast with snow : and if we consider sadly, that from 
trees and plants come oil, balsam^ wine, spices, and 
aromatic odors, and that from the sinks of our body 
BO such sweet or salutary emanations are observed, 
-we may at least think it unreasonable to boast our 
beauty, which is nothing but a clear and well-color- 
ed skin, which every thing in, the world can spoil ; 
nor oiir strength, which an ague tames into the in- 
firmities of a childj and in which we are excelled 
by a bull ; nor any thing of our body, which is no- 
thing but an unruly servant of the^soul, marked with 
characters of want and dependence, and begging 
help from all the elements, and, upon a little disturb- 
ance, growing troublesonje to itself by its own im- 
purities. And yet there is no reason in respect of 
the soul for any man to exalt himself above his bro- 
ther; because all reasonable souls are equal; and 
that one is wise,, and another is foolish or less learn- 
ed, is by accident and extrinsic cadses : God at first 
makes till alike ; but an indisposed body, or an inop- 
portune education, or evil customs, superinduce 
va,riety and difference. And if God disfcerns a man 
from his brother by distinction of gifts, it alters not 
the case; still the man hath nothing of himself that 
can call him excellent : it is as if a wall, upon which 
the sun reflects, should boast itself against another 
that stands in the shadow. Greater glory is to be 
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paid to Ood for the discerning gifts ; but to take anj 
of it to ourselves, and rise higher than our brother, 
or advance our own opinion, is as if a nnan should 
be proud of being in debt, and think it the greater 
excellency that he is charged with heavier and more 
severe accounts. 

This act consists not in declamations and forms 
of satire against ourselves, saying, < I am a miserable, 
sinful creature; I am proud, or covetous, or igno- 
rant :' for many men say so, that are not willing to 
be thought so. Neither i^r humility a virtue made 
up of wearing old clothes, or doing servile and mean 
employments by voluntary undertaking, or of sidlen 
gestures, or demiss behavior, and artifice of lowly 
expressions: for these mav become snares^ to invite 
and catch at honor; and then they are collateral 
designs of pride, and direct actions of I^ocrisy. 
But It consists in a true understanding of our own 
condition, and a separating our oWn nothing from 
the good we have received, and giving to God all 
the glory, and taking to ourselves all the shame and 
dishonor due to our sinful condition. He that thinks 
himself truly miserable, and vilified by sin, hates it 
perfectly; and he that knows hiniself to be nothing, 
cannot be exalted in himsplf: and whatsoever is be- 
sides these, two extremes of a natural ndlhing and 
a superadded sin, must be those good things we have 
received, which, because they derive from Grod, 
must make all their returns thither. But this act is 
of greater diffictilty in persons pious, full of gifts, 
and eminent in graces, who, being fellow-workers 
together with God, sometimes grow tacitly, and 
without notice, given to confide in themselves, and 
with some freer fancy ascribe too much of the good 
action to their own choice and diligence, and take 
up their crowns, whibh lie at the foot of the throne, 
and set them upoii their own heads. For a sinner 
to desire to be esteemed a sinner, is no more humil* 
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f ty, than it is for the son of a plowman to confess 
his father ; but, indeed, it is hard for a man to be 
cried up for a saint, to walk upon the spire of glory, 
and to have no adherence or impure mixtures of 
vanity grow upon the outside of his heart. All men 
have not such heads as to walk in "great heights, 
^without giddiness, and unsettled eyes : Lucifer, and 
many angels, walking upon the battlements of hea- 
ven, grew top-heavy, and fell into the state of devils ; 
and the father of the Christian Eremites, St. Antho- 
ny, was frequently attempted by the devil, and soli-^ 
cited to vanity, the devil usually making fantastic 
noises to be heard before him, * Make room for the 
saint and servant of God ;' but the good men knew 
Christ's voice to be a low base of humility, and that 
it was the noise of hell that invited complacencies 
and vanity ; and therefore took the example of the 
apostles, who, in the midst of the greatest reputa- 
tion and spiritual advancements, were dead unto the 
world, and seemed to live in the state of separation. 
For, the true stating our own question, and know- 
ing ourselves, must needs represent us set in the 
midst of infinite imperfections, laden with sins, 
choked with the noises of a polluted conscience, 
persons fond of trifles, neglecting objects fit for 
wise men, full of ingratitude, and all such things, 
which in every man else we look upon as scars and 
deformities, and which we use to single out, and 
take one alone as sufficient to disgrace and disre- 
pute all the excellencies of our neighbor ; but if we 
would esteem them with the same severity in our- 
selves, and remember with how many such, objec- 
tions our fittle felicities are covered, it would make 
us charitable in our censures, compassionate an4 
gentle to others, apt to excuse, and as ready to sup- 
port their weaknesses, and in all accidents and 
chances to ourselves to be content and thankful, as 
knowing the worst of poverty and inconvenience to 
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oe a mercy, and a q^lendid fortune, in respect of oar 
demerits. I have read, that ' when the duke of 
Caodia had voluntarily entered into the incomoiod- 
ities of a religious poverty and retirement, he was 
one day spied, and pitiecf by a lord of Italy, who, 
out of tenderness, wished him to be more careful 
and nutritive of his person. The good duke answer- 
ed, * Sir, be not trouUed, and think not that I am ill 
Kovided of conveniences ; for I send a harbinger 
fore, who 'makes my lodging ready, and tales 
care that I be royally entertained.' The lord asked 
him, who was his harbinger 1 ^He answered, ' The 
knowledge of myself, and the consideration of what 
I deserve for mv sins, 'which is eternal torments ; 
and when, with this knowledge, I arrive at my lodg- 
ing, how unprovided soever I find \U methinks it is 
6ver better than I deserve.' The sum of this medi- 
tation consists in believing, and considering, and 
reducing to practice those thoughts, that we are 
nothing of ourselves, that we have nothing of our 
own, that we have received more than ever we can 
discharge, that we have added innumerable sins, 
that we can call nothing our own but such things 
which we are ashamed to own, and such things 
which are apt to ruin us. If we do nothing contra- 
ry to the purpose and hearty persuasion of such 
thoughts, then we think meanly of ourselves ; and, 
in order to it, we may make use of this advice, to 
let no day pass, without some sad recollection and 
memory of somewhat which may put us to confu- 
sion, and mean opinion of ourselves ; either call to 
mind the worst of our sins, or the indiscreetest 
of our actions, or the greatest of our shame, or 
the unci vilest of our affronts-^any thing to make 
us descend lower, and kiss the foot of the moun- 
tain. And this consideration, applied also to ^venr 
tumor of spirit as soon as it rises, may possibly at 
lay it^ 
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9. Christ's humble man bears contumelies evenly 
q.jad SMreetly, and desires not to be honored by others: 
he chooses to do those things that deserve honor 
and a fair name ; but then he eats not of those fruits 
himself, but transmits them to the use of others, and 
the dories of God, This is a certain consequence 
of the other ; for he^ that truly disesteems himself, i$ 
content that others should do so too ; and he who> 
iT^ith some regret and impatience, hears himself 
scorned or undervalued, hath not acquired the grace 
of humility: virhich Serapion,.in Cassian, noted to 
a. young person, who perpetually accused himself \ 
with tfe greatest semblances of humility, but was 
impatient when Serapion reproved him. ' Did you 
hope that I would have praised your humility, and 
hav^ reputed you for a saint 1 It is a strange per- 
verseness, to desire others to esteem highly of you 
for that in which to yourself you seem most un- 
worthy.' He that inquires into the faults of his own 
actions, requiring them that saw them to tell him in 
what he did amiss, not to learn the fault, but to en- 
gage them to praise it, cozens himself into pride, 
and makes humility the instrument And a man 
woidd be ashamed, if he were told that he used 
stratagems for praise; but so glorious a thing is 
humility, that pride, to hide her own shame, puts on 
the other's vizor ; it being more to a proud man's 
purpose to seem humble, £an to be so. And such 
was the cynic whom Lucian derided, because that 
one searching his scrip, in expectation to have found 
in it mouldy bread, or old rags, he discovered a bale 
of dice,. a box of perfumes, and the picture of his 
fair mistress. Carisianus walked in his gown in the 
feast of Saturn, and, when all Rome was let loose 
in wantonness,, he put on the long robe of a senator, 
and a severe person; and yet nothing was more 
lascivious than he. But tbe devil, pme, prevails 
sometimes upon tbe spirit of h»t Humility neither 
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directly, nor by consequence, seeks for praise, and 
suffers it not to rest upon its own pavement, but re- 
flects it all upon God, and receives all lessenings and 
instruments of afiront and disgrace, that min^e not 
with sin or indecencies, more willingly than pane- 
eyries. When others have their desires, thou not 
wine; the sayings of another are esteemed, thine 
slighted ; others ask and obtain, thou beggest and art 
refused; they are cried up, thou disgraced and 
hissed at ; and, while they are employed, thou art 
laid by, as fit for nothing ; or an unworthy person 
commands thee, and rules thee like a tyrant; he re- 

S roves thee, suspects tkee, reviles thee : canst thou 
ear this sweetly, and entertain the usage as thy 
just portion, and as an accident most fit and proper 
to thy person and condition T Dost thou not raise 
theatres to thyself, and take delight in the suppleto- 
ries of thy own good opinion, and the flatteries of 
such whom thou endearest to thee, that their praiising 
thee should heal the wounds of thine honor by an 
imaginary and fantastic restitution? He that is not 
content and patient in affronts, hath not yet learned 
humility of the holy Jesus. ' . 

3. As Christ's humble man is content in affronts, 
and not greedy of praise ; so, when it is presented 
to him, he takes no contentment in it ; and, if it be 
easy to want praise when it is denied, yet it Is harder 
not to be delighted with it when it is offered. But 
there is much reason tha^ we should put restraints 
upon ourselves, lest, if we be praised without desert, 
we find a greater judgittent of God; or, if we have 
done weB, and received praise for it, we lose all our 
reward, which God hath deposited for them that 
" receive" not " their good things in this life.'* For 
" as silver is tried in the melter, and gold* in the cru- 
cible, so is a man tried by the mouth of him that 
5 raises him f that is, he is either clarified from his 
roBs, by looking upon the praise as a homily to 

Digitized by Google 



THE UFE OF JESUS CHRIST. I7t 

teach, and an instrument to invite his doty; or else, 
if he be already pure, he is consolidated, strengthen- 
ed in the sobriety, of his spirit, and retires himself 
closer into the strengths and securities of humility. 
Nay, this step of humility uses, in very holy per 
sons, to be enlarged to a delight in affronts and dis- 
reputation in the world. * Now I begin to be Christ's 
disciple,' said Ignatius the martyr, when, in his jour- 
ney to Rome, he suffered perpetual revilings and 
abuse. St Paul " rejoiced in Ws infirmities and re- 
proach:" and all the apostfes at Jerusalem went 
from the tribunal, " rejoicing that they were esteem- 
ed worthy to suffer shame for the name of Jesus." 
This is an excellent condition and degree of hu- 
mility. 

If we need any new incentives to the practice of 
this grace, I can say no more, but that humility is 
truth, and pride is a lie; that tlie one glorifies God, 
the other dishonors him ; humility makes men like 
angels, pride makes angels to become devils ; that 
pride is folly, humility is the temper of a holy spirit 
and excellent wisdom ; that humility is the way to 
glory, pride to ruin and confusion : humiUty makes 
saints on earth, pride undoes them : humility beati- 
fies the saints in heaven, and " the elders throw 
their crowns at the foot of the throne ;" pride dis- 

i traces a. man among all the societies of earth ; God 
oves one, and Satan solicits the cause of the otheft 
and promotes his own interest in it most of all. And 
there is no one grace, in which Christ propounded 
himself imitable so signally as in this meekness and 
humility: for the enforcing of which, he undertook 
the condition of a servant, and a life of poverty, 
and a death of disgrace ; and washed the feet oif h'iai 
disciples, and even of Judas himself, that his action 
might be turned into a sermon, to preach this duty, 
and to make it as eternal as his own story* 
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The Prayer. 

O holy and eternal Jesus, who wert pleased to lay 
aside the glories and incomprehensible majesty, 
which clothed thy infinity from before the begin- 
ning of creatures, and didst put on a cloud upon thy 
brightness, and wert invested with the impure and 
imperfect broken robe of human nature, and didst 
abate those s}dendors which broke through the veil, 
commanding devils not to publish thee, and men not 
to proclaim thy excellences, and the apostles not to 
reveal those glories of thine, which they discovered 
encircling thee, upon Mount Tabor, in thy transfigu- 
ration, and didst, by perpetual homilies, and sym- 
bolical mysterious actions, as with deep characters, 
engrave humility into the spirits of thy disciples, and 
the discipline of Christianity ; teach us to approach 
near to these, thy glories, which thou hast so cover- 
ed with a cloud, that we might, without amazement, 
behold thy excellences ; make us to imitate thy gra- 
cious condescensions ; take from us all vanity and 
fantastic complacencies in our own persons or ac- 
tions; and, when there arises a reputation conse- 
quent to the performance of any part of our duty, 
make us to reflect the glory upon thee, suffering 
nothing to adhere to our own spirits but shame at 
our own imperfection, and thankfulness to thee for 
all thy assistances : let us never seek the praise of 
men from unhandsome actions, from flatteries and 
unworthy discourses, nor entertain the praise with 
delight^ though it proceed from better principles; 
but fear and tremble, lest we deserve punishment, or 
lose a reward, which thou hast deposited for all 
them that seek thy glory, and' despise their own, 
that they may imitatfe the example of their Lord. 
Thou, O Lord, didst triumph over sin and death ; 
subdue, also, my proud understanding, and my 
prouder affections, and bring me under thy yoke ; 
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th^t I may do thy work, and obey my superiors, 
and be a servant of all my brethren in their necessi- 
ties, and esteem myself inferior to all man by a deep 
sense of my own unworthiness, and in all things 
mav obey thy laws, and conform to thy precedents, 
and enter into thine inheritance, O holy and eternal 
Jesus. Amen. 



SECTION XIV. 

Considerations upon the Accidents happening on the 
Vespers of^ the Passion, 

Whew Jesus had supped and sang a hymn, and 
prayed, and exhorted and comforted his disciples 
with a farewell-sermon, in which he repeated such 
of his former precepts, whiqh were now apposite to 
the present condition, and reinforced them with 
proper and pertinent arguments, he went over the 
brook Cedron, and entered into a garden, and into 
the prologue of his passion ; choosing that place for 
his agony and satisfactory pains, in which the first 
scene of human misery was represented, and where 
he might best attend the offices of devotion prepara- 
tory to his death. Besides this, he therefore departed 
from the house, that he might give opportunity to 
his enemies' surprise, and yet not incommodate the 
good man by whose hospitality they had eaten the 
paschal lamb ; so that he went " like a lamb to the 
slaughter,'* to the garden as to a prison, as if, by ap 
agreement with his persecutors, he had expected 
their arrest, and staid there to prevent tlieir farther 
inquiry. For so great was his desire to pay our 
ransom, that himself did assist, by a froward patience 
and active opportunity, toward? the persecution: 
teaching us, that, by an active zeal and a ready 
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•pint, we assist the designs of God's glory, thoi^f^ 
in our own sufierings and secular infelicities. 

When he entered the garden, he left his disciples 
at the entrance of it, cSiing with him only Peter, 
James, and John : " he withdrew himself from the 
rest about a stone's cast, and began to be exceeding 
heavy." He was not sad till he had called them ; 
for his sorrow began when he pleased : which sor- 
row he also chose to represent to those three who 
had seen his transfiguration, the earnest of his future 
gl6ry, that they might see of how great glory for 
our sakes he disrobed himself ; and that they also 
might, by the confronting those contradictory acci- 
dents, observe, that God uses to dispense his com- 
forts, the irradiations and emissions of his glory, to 
be preparatives to those sorrows, with which our 
life must be allayed and seasoned ; that none should 
refuse to partake of the sufferings of Christ, if either 
they have already felt his comforts, or hope hereaf- 
ter to wear his crown. 

" Jesus began to be exceeding sorrowful," to be 
"sore amazed," and " sad even to death." And be- 
cause he was now to suffer the pains of our sins, 
there began his passion, whence our sins spring. 
From an evil heart, and a pre varicating^ spirit, all 
our sins arise ; and in the spirit of Christ began his 
sorrdw, where he truly felt the full value and de- 
merit of sin, which we think not worthy of a tear 
or a hearty sigh : but he groaned, and fell under the 
burden. 6ut therefore he took upon him this sad- 
ness, that our imperfect sorrow and contrition might 
be heightened in his example, and accepted in its 
union and confederacy with his. And Jesus still 
designed a farther mercy for us ; for he sanctified 
the passion of fear, and hallowed natural sadness, 
that we might not think the infelicities of our nature, 
and the calamities of our temporal condition, to be- 
come criminal, so long as they make us not omit a 



itized by Google 



THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRISTT. 181 

duty, or dispose us to the election of^ a crime, or 
force us to swallow a temptation, nor yet to exceed 
the value of their impulsive cause. He that grieves 
for the loss of friends, and yet had rather lose ail 
the friends he hath than lose the love of God, hath 
the sorrow of our Lord for his precedent And he 
that fears death, and trembles at its approximation, 
and yet had rather die again than sin once, hath not 
sinned in his fear; Christ hath hallowed it, and the 
necessitous condition of his nature is his excuse. 
But it were highly to be wished, that, in the midst 
of our caresses and levities of society, in our fes» 
tivities and triumphal merriments, when we laugh 
at folly and rejoice in sin, we would remember, that 
for those very merriments, our blessed Lord felt a 
bitter sorrow ; and not one, vain and sinful laughter, 
but cost the holy Jesus a sharp pang and throe of 
passion. 

Now that the holy Jesus began to taste the bitter 
cup, he betook him to his great antidote, which him- 
self, the great Physician of our souls, prescribed to 
all the world to cure their calamities, and to make 
them pass from miseries into virtue, that so they 
may arrive at glory ; he prays to his heavenly Fa- 
ther, he kneels down, and not only so, but ^ falb 
flat upon the earth," and would, in humility and fer- 
vent adoration, have descended low as the centre ; 
he prays with an intention great as his sorrow, and 
yet with a dereliction so great, and a conformity to 
the divine will so rea^y, as if it had been the most 
indifferent thing in the world, for him to be delivered 
to death, or from it : for, though his nature did de- 
cline death, as that which hath a natural horror and 
contradiction to the present interest of its preserva- 
tion; yet when he looked upon it, as his heavenly 
Father had put it into the order of redemption oi 
the world, it was that "baptism," which he was- 
''straitened, tiU he had accomplished." And now 
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there is not in the world any condition of prayer 
which is essential to the duty, or any circumstances 
of advantage to its performance, but were concen- 
tred in this one instance ; humility of spirit, lowli- 
ness of deportment, importunity of desire, a fervent 
Sirit, a lawful matter, resignation to the wiD of 
>d, great love, the love of a Son to his Father; 
which appellative was the form of his address ; per- 
fleverance ; he went thrice, and prayed the same 
prayer ; it was not long, and it was so retired as 
to have the advantages of a sufficient solitude and 
opportune recollection ; for he was withdrawn from 
the most of his disciples : and yet not so alone as to 
lose the benefit of communion ; for Peter and the 
two Boanerges were near him. Christ, in this prayer, 
which was the most fervent that he ever made on 
earth, intending to transmit to all the world a pre- 
cedent of devotion to be transcribed and imitated; 
that we should cast all our cares, and empty them 
. in the bosom of God, being content to receive such 
a portion of our trouble back again, which he as- 
signs us for our spiritual emolument. 

The holy Jesus having in a few words poured 
out torrents of innocent desires, was pleased still 
to interrupt his prayer, that he might visit his charge, 
that " little flock," which was presently after to be 
** scattered :" he was careful of them in the midst 
<>f his agonies; they, in his sufferings, were fast 
asleep. He awakens them, gives them command 
to ** watch and pray," that is, to be vigilant in the 
custody of their senses, and observant of all acci- 
dents, and to pray that they may be strengthened 
against all incursions of enemies and temptations ; 
and then returns to prayer; and so a third time ; his 
devotion still incijeasing with his sorrow. And when 
his prayer was full, and his sorrow come to a great 
measure, after the third, God sent his ** angel to 
•omfort him ;" and, by that act of grace, then only 
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expressed, hach taught us to continue our devotions 
so long as our needs last. It may be, God will not 
send a comforter till the third time, that is, after a 
long expectation, and a patient sufferance, and a 
lasting hope: in the interim. God supports us with a 
secret hand, and, in his own time, will refresh the 
spirit with the visitations of his angels, with the 
emissions of comfort from the Spirit, the Comfort- 
er. And know this also, that the holy angel, and 
the Lord of all the angels, stands by every holy per- 
son when he prays ; and although he draws before 
his glories the curtain of a cloud, yet in every in- 
stant he takes care we shall not perish, and in a just 
season dissolves the cloud, and makes it to distil in 
holy dew, and drops sweet as manna, pleasant. as 
nard, and wholesome as the breath of heaven. And 
such was the consolation which ^the 4ioly Jesus re- 
ceived by the ministry of the angel, representing to 
Christ, the Lord of the angels, how necessary it 
i^as that he should die for tne glory of God; that^ 
in his passion, his justice, wisdom, eoodness, power, 
and mercy, should shine ; that, unless he died, all 
the World should perish, but his blood should obtain 
their pardon ; and that it should open the gates of 
heaven, repair the ruin of angels, estabUsh a holy 
church, be productive of innumerable adoptive 
children to his Father, whom himself should make 
heirs of glory; and that his passion should soon 
pass away, his Father hearing and granting his 
prayer, that " the cup" should pass speedily, though 
indeed it should pass through him; tliat it should be 
ttended and followed with a glorious resurrection, 
with eternal rest and glory of his humanity, with 
the exaltation of his name, with a supreme domin- 
ion over all the world, ahd that his Father should 
make him King of kings, and Prince of the Catholic 
church. These, or wfiitsoever other comforts the 
angel ministered, were such considerations, which 
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the bo}jr Jesus knew, and the angel knew not bat by 
communication from that God, to whose assumed 
humanity the angel spake ; yet he was pleased to 
i«ceive comfort from his servant, just as Grod re- 
ceives glory from his creatures, and as he rejoices 
in his own works, even because he is good and ^ra 
cious, and is pleased so to do ; and becadse himseL 
had caused a voluntary sadness to be interposed be 
tween the habitual knowledge and the actual con- 
sideration of these discourses ; and we feel a plea- 
sure, when a friendly hand lays upon our wound the 
plaister« which ourselves have made, and applies such 
instruments and considerations Of comfort, which 
we have in notion and an inefiective habit, but can- 
not reduce them to act, because no man is so apt to 
be his own comforter: which God hath therefore 
permitted, that our needs should be the occasion of 
a mutual charity. 

It was a great season for the angePs comii^, be- 
cause it was a great necessity, which was incum- 
bent upon our Lord ; for his sadness and his agony 
was so great, minded and compounded of sorrow 
and zeal, fear and desire, innocent nature and per- 
fect grace, that he "sweat drops" as great as if the 
blood had started through litde undiscerned fontinels, 
and outrun the streams and rivers of his cross. Now 
** he came from Bozrah with his garments red and 
Uoody.^' And this agony verified, concerning the 
holy Jesus, those words of David, ** I am poured 
out like water, my bones are dispersed, my heart in 
the midst of my body is like melting wax," saith Jus- 
tin Martyr. What collateral designs and tacit signi- 
fications migtit be designed by this mysterious sweat, 
1 know not; certainly it was a sad beginning of a 
most dolorous passion : and such griefs, which have 
so violent, permanent, and sudden eflects upon the 
body, which is not of a nature symbolical to mterior 
and immaterial causes, are proclaimed by such 
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mar^ to be high and violent. We have read of 
some persons, that the grief and fear of one night 
hath put a cover of snow upon their heads, as if the 
labors of thirty years had been extracted, and the 
quintessence drunk off in the passion of that night: 
but if nature had been capable of a greater or more 
prodigious impress of passion than a bloody sweat, 
it must needs have happened in this agony of the 
holy Jesus, in which he undertook a grief great 
enough to make up the imperfect contrition of all 
the saints, and to satisfy all the impertinencies of all 
the world. 

By this time the traitor, Judas, was arrived at 
Gethsemane, and being in the vicinage of the gar- 
den,. Jesus rises from ms prayers, and first calls his 
- disciples from their sleeps and, by an irony, seems 
to give them leave to " sleep on.;" but reproves their 
drowsiness, when danger is so near, and bids them 
" henceforth take their rest;" meaning, if they could 
for danger, :which was now, indeed, come to the 
garden-doors. But the holy Jesus, Aat it might ap- 
pear he undertook the passion with choice and a 
free election, not only refused to fly, but called his 
apostles to rise, that they might meet his murderers, 
who came to him ** with swords and staves," as if 
they were to surprise a prince of armed outlaws, 
whom without force they could not reduce. So, 
also, might butchers do well to go armed, when they 
are pleased to be afraid of lambs, by calling them 
lions. Judas only discovered his Master*s retire- 
ments, and betrayed him to the opportunities of an 
armed band ; for he could not accuse his master of 
any word or private action, that might render him 
obnoxious to suspicion or the law. For such are 
the rewards of innocence and prudence, that the 
one secures against sin, the other against suspicion 
and appearances. 

The noly Jesus had accustomed to receive every 
Q2 
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of his disciples aJTter absence with entertainment of 
a Jciss, which was the endearment of persons, and 
the expression of the oriental civility: and Judas 
was confident that his Lord would not reject him, 
whose feet he had washed at the time, when he fore- 
told this event, and therefore had >agreed to signify 
him by this sisn ; and did so, begmning war with a 
kiss, and breaking the peace of his Lord by the sym- 
bol of kindness; which, because Jesus entertained 
with much evenness and charitable expressions, 
calling him " friend," he gave evidence, that if he 
retained civilities to his greatest enemies in the very 
acts of hostility, he hath banquets, and crowns, and 
sceptres for his friends, that adore him with the 
kisses of charity, and love him with the sincerity of 
an affectionate spirit. But .our blessed Lord, besides 
his essential sweetness and serenity of spirit, under- 
stood wefl, how great benefits himself and all the 
world were to receive by occasion of that act of 
Judas : and our greatest enemy does, by accident, to 
holy persons, the offices of their dearest friends; 
telling us our faults, without a cloak to cover their 
deformities, but, out of malice, laying open the cir- 
cumstances of aggravation ; doing us affironts, from 
whence we have an instrument of our patience ; and 
restraining us from scandalous, crimes, lest we *' be- 
come a scorn and reproof to them that hate us." 
And it is none of God's least mercies, that he per- 
mits enmities amongst men; that animosities and 
peevishness may reprove more sharply, and correct 
with more severity and simplicity, than the gentle 
hand of friends, who are apter to bind our wounds 
iQ), than to discover them and make them smart; 
but they are to us an excellent probation, hovr 
firiends may best do the offices of friends, if they 
would take the plainness of enemies, in accusing, and 
still mingle it with the tenderness and good affec- 
tions of iriends. But our blessed Lord cdled Judas 

Digitized by Google 



THE LIFE OF JESU3 CHRIST. 187 

** friimd," as being the instrument of bringing him to 
glory, and all the world to pardon, if they would. 

Jesus himself begins the inquiry, and leads them 
into their errand, and tells them he was Jesus of 
Nazareth, whom they sought But this also, which 
\ras an answer so gentle, had in it a strength great- 
er tlian the eastern wind or the voice of thunder; 
for God .W9S in that " still voice," and it struck them 
down to the ground. And yet they, and so do we, 
still persist to persecute pur Lord, and to provoke 
the eternal God, who can, with the breath of his 
mouth, with a word, or a sign, or a thought, reduce 
us into nothing, or into a worse condition, even an 
eternal duration of torments, and co-habitati<Mi witl 
a never-ending misery. And if we cannot bear a 
soft answer :of the merciful God, how shajl we dare 
to provoke the wrath of the Almighty Judge ? But 
in this instance there was a rare mixture of effects, 
as ther^ was in Christ of natures ; the voice of a 
man, and the power of God.. For it is observed by 
the doctors of the primitive ages, that, from the na- 
tivity of our Lord to the day of his death, the divin- 
ity and humanity did so commqnicate in effects, that 
no gfeat action passed, but it was like the sun shining 
through a cloud, or a beauty with a thin veil drawn 
over it ; they gave illustration and testimony to each 
other. The holy Jesus was born a tender and a 
crying infant: but is adored by the magi as ailing, 
by the angels as their God. He is circumcised as a 
maTi ; but a name is given him, to signify him to be 
the Savior of the world. He flies into Egypt, like 
a distressed child, under the conduct of his helplesS' 
parents; but as^ soon as he enters the country, the 
idols fall down, and confess his true divinity. He 
is presented in the temple as the son of man; but by 
Simeon and Anna he is celebrated, with divine 
praises, for the Messias, the Son of God. He is 
baptized in Jordan as a sinner ; but the Holy Ghost, 
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descendinff upon him, proclaimed him to be die vnS^ 
beloved of God. He is hungry in the desert as a 
man; but sustained his body without meat and 
drink, for forty days together, by the power of his 
divinity : there he is tempted of Satan as a weak 
man, and tii^ angels of light minister unto him as 
their supreme Lord« And now, a little before his 
death, when he was to take upon him all the affironts, 
miseries, and exinanitions of the most miserable, he 
receives testimonies from above, which are most 
wonderful; for he was transfigured upon Mount 
Tabor, entered triumphantly into Jerusalem, had the 
acclamations of the people ; when he was dying, he 
darkened the sun ; when he was dead, he opened the 
sepulchres ; when he was fast nailed to the cross, he 
made the earth to tremble; now, when he suffers 
himself to be apprehended by a guard of soldiers, he 
strikes them jdl to the ground only by replpng to 
their answer: that the words of the prophet might 
be verified, ^* Therefore my people shall knoiv my 
name ; therefore they shall know in that day, that I 
am he that doth speak ; behold ! it is I." 

The soldiers and servants of the Jews, having re- 
covered from their fall, and risen by the permission 
of Jesus, still persisted in their inquiry, after him, 
who was present, ready, and desirous to be sacri- 
ficed. He, thereforei permitted himself to be taken, 
but not his disciples : for he it was that, set them 
their bounds ; and he secured his apostles to be wit- 
nesses of his suffering and his glories ; and this work 
was the redemption of the world,- in which no man 
could have an active share ; he alone was to tread 
the wine-press; and time enough they should be 
called to a fellowship of sufferings. But Jesus went 
to them, and they bound him with cords: and so 
began our liberty and redemption from slavery, and 
sin, and cursings, and death. But he was bound 
faster by bands of his own ; his father's will, and 
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merCT, pitv of the world, prophecies, and mysteries, 
and loTe held him fast : and these cords were as 
** strong as death;" and the cords, which the sol- 
diers' malice put upon his holy hands, were but sym- 
bols and figures, his own compassion' and affection 
were the morals. But yet he undertook this short 
restraint and condition of a prisoner, that all sorts 
of persecution and exterior calamities might be hal- 
lowed by his susception; and these pungent sor- 
rows should, like bees, sting him, and leave their 
sting behind, that^all the sweetnesses should remain 
for us. ^ 

St Peter seeing his Master thus ill-used, asked, 
** Master, shall we strike with th^ sword?" and be- 
fore he had his answer, cut off the ear of Malchus. 
Two swords there were in Christ's family, and St. 
Peter bore one ; either because be was to kill the 
paschal lamb, or, according to the custom of the 
countr;^, to secure them against beasts of prey, 
which in that region were sequent, and daneerous 
in the ni^ht But now he used it in an uruawful 
war; he nad no competent authority ; it was against 
the ministers of his lawful prince, and against our 
prince we must not draw a sWord for Christ him- 
self, himself having forbidden us ; as his ^ kingdom is 
not of this world," so neither were his defences se- 
cular : he could have called for many legions of an- 
gels for his guard, if he had so pleased ; and we read 
that one angel slew 185,000 armed men in one 
night ; and, therefore, it was a vast power, which 
was at the command of our Lord ; and he needs not 
such low auxiliaries as an army of rebels, or a navy 
of pirates, to defend his cause : he first lays the foun- 
dation of our happiness in his sufferings, and hath 
ever since supported religion by patience and suffer- 
ing, and in poverty, and all the circumstances and 
conjunctures of improbable causes. Fighting for 
religion is certain to destroy charity, but not certain 
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to safqpoit faith. St Peter, therefore, may use his 
keys, but he ia commanded to put up his sword ; and 
he did so ; and presently he and atl nis fellows fairly 
ran away ; and yet that course was much the more 
Christian ; for though it had in it much infirmity, 
yet it had no malice. In the mean time, the Lord 
was pleased to touch the ear of Malchus, and he 
cured it; adding to the first instance of power, in 
throwing them to the ground, an act of miraculous 
mercy, curing the wounds of an enemy made by a 
frieno. But neither did this pierce their caDous 
and obdurate spirits ; but they led him ih uncouth 
ways, and through the brook Cedron, in which it is 
said the rude soldiers plunged him, and passed upon 
him all the affironts and rudenesses which an inso- 
lent and cruel multitude could think of, to signify 
their contempt and rage. And such is the nature 
of evil men, who, when they are. not softened by 
the instruments and arguments of grace, are much 
hardened by them; sucn being the purpose of God. 
that either grace shall cure sin, or accidentally in- 
crease it; that it shall either pardon it, or bring it 
to greater punishment : for so I have seen healthful 
medicines, abused by the incapacities of a healthless 
body, become fuel to a fever, and increase the dis- 
temperature, from indisposition to a sharp disease, 
and from thence to the marcent of the grave. 
But it was otherwise in Saul, whom Jesus threw to 
the ground with a more angry sound than these 
persecutors ; but Saul rose a saint, and the^y persist- 
ed devils ; and the grace of God distinguished the 
events. 

Prayers, 

1. O holy Jesus, make me by thy example to con- 
form to the will of that eternal God, who is our Fa- 
ther, merciful and gracious ; that I may choose all 
those accidents ; which his Providence hath actually 
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disposed to me ; that I may know no desires but his 
commands, and his will ; and that in all aflHictions 
I may fly thither for mercy, pardon, and support; 
and may wait for deliverance in such times and 
manners, which the Father hath reserved in his 
own power, and graciously dispenses, according to 
his itifinite wisdom and compassion. Holy Jesus, 
give me the gift and the spirit of prayer ; and do 
thou, by thy gracious interqession, supply my ig- 
norances, and passionate desires, and imperfect 
choices ; procuring and giving to me such returns 
of favor, which may support my needs, and serve 
the ends of religion and the Spirit, which thy wis- 
dom chooses, and thy passion hath purchased, and 
thy grace loves to bestow upon all thy saints and 
servants. Amen. 

II. Eternal God, sweetest Jesu, wfco didst receive 
Judas with the affection of a Savior, and sufferedst 
him to kis^ thy cheek, with the serenity and tran- 
quillity of God; and didst permit the soldiers to 
bind thee, with patience exemplary to all ages of 
martyrs.: and didst cure the wound of thy enemy, 
with the charity of a parent, and the tenderness of 
an infinite pity ; O kiss me with the kisses of thy 
mouth, embrace me with the entertainments of a 
gracious Lord, and let my soul dwell and feast in 
thee, who art the repository of eternal sweetness 
and refreshments. Bind me O Lord, with those 
bands which tied thee fast, the chains of love ; that 
such holy union may dissolve the cords of vanity, 
and confine the bold pretensions of usurping pas- 
sions, and imprison all extravagancies of an imper- 
tinent spirit, and lead sin captive to the dominion of 
grace and sanctified reason; that I also may imi- 
tate aD the parts of thy holy passion; and may, 
by thy bands, get my liberty ; by thy kiss, enkindle 
charity ; by the touch of thy hand and the breath 
of thy mouth, have all my wounds cured, and re- 
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Stored to the integrity of a hdy peiutent,-aiid the 
purities of innocence; that I may love thee, and 
please thee, and live with thee for ever, O holy and 
sweetest Jesu. Amen. 



SECTION XV, 

Ccnsideratians upon the Scoumng and other Accidents^ 
happening from the Apprdiension HO the Cruc^ix' 
ion of Jesus. 

The house of Annas stood on the mount Sion, 
and in the way to the bouse of Caiaphas; and thi* 
ther he was led, as to the first stage of their triumph 
for their surprise of a person so feared and desired ; 
and there a naughty person smote the holy Jesus 
upon the face, for saying to Annas, that he had made 
his doctrine public, and that all the people were able 
to give account of it: to whom the Lamb of God 
showed as much meekness and patience in his an- 
swer, as in his answer to Annas he had showed 
priKience and modesty* For now that they had 
taken Jesus, they wanted a crime to object against 
him, and therefore were desirous to snatch occasion 
from his discourses, to which they resolved to tempt 
him, by questions and affronts : but his answer was 
general and indefinite, safe and true, enough to ac- 
quit his doctrine from suspicions of secret designs, 
and yet secure against their present snares : for now 
himself, who always had the " innocence of doves," 
was to join with it the prudence and wariness of 
serpents ; not to prevent death, (for that he was re« 
solved to suiier,) but that they mi^ht be destitute of 
all appearance of a just cause on his part. Here it 
was that Judas received his money; and here that 
holy face, which was designed to be that object, in 
the beholding of which much of the celestial glory 
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(loth consist ; that face which the angels stare upon 
with w^wider, like infants at a bright sunbeam, was 
smitten extrajudicially by an incompetent person, 
with circumstances of despite, in the presence of a 
judge, in a fall assembly, and none reproved the in- 
solence and the cruelty of the affront: for they re- 
solved to use hicn as tney use wolves and tigers, With 
all things that may be destructive, violent, and im- 
pious : and in this the injury was heightened, be- 
cause the blow was said to be given by Malchus, an 
Idumsean slave, and, therefore, a contemptible per- 
son; but far more unworthy by his ingratitude, for 
so he repaid the holy Jesus for working a miracle 
and healing his^ear. But so the Scripture was ful- 
filled ; " He shall give his body to the smiters, and 
his cheeks to the nippers," saith the prophet Isaiah ; 
and " They shall smite the xjheek of the judge of 
Israel," saith Micah. And this very circumstance 
of the passion Lactantius affirms to have been fore- 
told by tho Erythraean sibyl. But no meekness, or 
indifference, could engage our Lord not to protest 
his innocence f and though^foUowing his steps, we 
must walk in the regions of patience, and tranquillity, 
and admirable toleration of injuries; yet we may 
represent such defences of ourselves, which, by not 
resisting the sentence, tnay testify that our suffer- 
ing is undeserved: and if our innocence will not 
preserve our lives, it will advance our title to a bet- 
ter ; and every good cause ill judged shall be brought 
to another tnbunal, to receive a just and unerring 
sentence. - ^ 

Annas, having suffered this unworthy usage to- 
-wards a person so excellent, sent him away to Cai- 
aphas, who had formerly, in a full council, resolved 
he should die; yet now, palliating the design with 
the scheme of a tribunal, they seek out for witnesses, 
and the witnesses are to seek for allegations : and 
when they find thern^ they are to seek for proof, 
R 
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aad those proofs were to seek for unity and consent, 
and nothing was ready for their purposes ; but they 
were forced to use the semblance oi a judicial pro- 
cess, that, because they were to make use of Pi- 
late's authority to put him to death, they might per- 
suade Pilate to accept of their examination and 
conviction without farther inquiry. But such had 
been the excellency, and exemplar piety, and pru- 
dence, of the life of Jesus, that, if they pretended 
against him questions of their law, they were not 
capital in a Roman court : if they affirmed, that he 
had moved the people to sedition and affected the 
kingdom, thev saw that all the world would con- 
vince them of false testimony. At last, after umnj 
attempts, they accused him for a figurative speech, 
a trope which they could not understand ; which, if 
it had been spoken in a literal sense, and had been 
acted, too, according to the letter, had been so far 
from a fault, that it would have been a "prodigy of 
power; and it had been easier to. raise the temple 
of Jerusalem, than to raise the temple of his body. 
In the mean time, the Laml? of God left his cause 
to defend itself, under the protection of his heavenly 
Father; not only because himself was determined 
to die, but because if he had not, those premises 
could never have inferred it But this silence of 
the holy Jesus fulfilled a prophecy, it made his ene- 
mies full of murmur and amazement, it made them 
to see that he despised the accusations, as certain 
and apparent calumnies ; but that himself was fear- 
less pf the issue, and, in the sense of morality and 
mysteries, taught us not to be too apt to excuse our- 
selves, when the seimblance of a fault lies upon us, 
unless by some other duty, we are obliged to our 
defences ; since he, who was most innocent, was 
most silent : and it was expedient, that, as the first 
Adam increased his sin by a vain apology, the si- 
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lence and sufferance of the second Adam should ex- 
piate and reconcile it 

But Caiaphas had a reserve, which he knew 
should do the business in that assembly ; he adjured 
him, by God, to tell him if he " were the Christ." 
The holy Jesus, being adjured by so sacred a name, 
vrould not now refuse an answer, lest it might not 
consist with that honor which is due to it, and which 
he always paid, and that he might neither despise 
the authority of the high priest, nor, upon so solemn 
occasion, he wanting to that great truth, which he 
came down to earth to persuade to the world. And, 
when three such circumstances concur, it is enough 
to open our mouths, though we let in death. And 
so did our Lord, confessed himself to be " the Christ, 
the Son of the living God." And this the high priest 
was pleased, as the design was laid, to call " blas- 
phemy ;" and there they voted him to die. Then it 
was " the high priest rent his- clothes ;" the veil of 
the temple was rent when the passion was finished ; 
the clothes of the priests at the beginning of it : and 
as that signified the departing of the s3magogue, and 
laying religion open; so did the rending the gar- 
ments of Caiaphas prophetically signify, that the 
priesthood should be rent from him, and from the 
nation. And thus the personated and theatrical ad- 
miration at Jesus, became the iyipe of his own pun- 
ishment, and consigned the nation to deletion : knd 
usually God so dispenses his judgments, that when 
men personate the tragedies of others, they really 
act their own. 

While these things were acting concerning the 
jLiord, a sad accident happened to his servant Pete,r : 
for, being engaged in strange and evil company, in 
the midst of danger, surprised with a question with- 
out time to deliberate an answer, to find subterfuges, 
or to fortify hintself, he denied his Lord shamefully, 
with some bddness at first, and this grew to a licen- 

Digitized by Google 



190 THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST. 

tious confidence, and then to impudence, and deny- 
ing, with perjury, that he knew not his Lord, who 
yet was known to him as his own heart, and was 
dearer than his eyes, and for whom he professed, 
but a little before, he would die ; but did not do so 
tiU many yesxB after. But thus he became to us a 
sad example of human infirmity ; and if the prince 
of the apostles fell so foully, it is full of pity, but not 
to be upbraided, if we see the fall of lesser stars. 
And yet, that we may prevent so great a ruin, we 
must not mingle with such company, who will pro- 
voke or scorn us into sin ; and if we do, yet we 
must stand upon our suard, that a sudden motion do 
not surprise us: or if we be arrested, yet let us not 
enter farther into our sin, like wild beasts intricating 
themselves by their impatience. For there are 
some, who, being ashamed and impatient to have 
been engaged,, take sanctuary in boldness and a 
■shameless abetting it, so running into the -darkness 
•f hell to hide their nakedness. But he also, by re- 
turning, and risdng instantly, became to us a rare 
exam^e of penitence ; and his not !yin^ long in the 
erime did facilitate this restitution. For the s^nrit 
of God being extinguished by our works of dark- 
ness, is like a taper, which if, as soon as the flame 
is blown outi it be brought to the fire, it sucks tight, 
and, without trouble, is re-enkindled ; but if it cools 
into death and stiffiiess, it requires a longer stay and 
trouble. The holy Jesus, in the midst of his own 
sufferings, fbrgat not his servant's danger, but was 
pleased to look upon him when the cock crew ; and 
the cock was the preacher, and the look of Jesus 
was the grace that made the sermon effectual : and 
because he was but newly fallen, and his habitual 
love of his Master, though interrupted, yet had 
snffiired no natural abatement, he returned, with the 
swiftness of an eagle, to the embraces and primitive 
affections of his Lord. 
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B^ this time suppose sentence given, Caiaphas 
pre-ju(%ing all the Sanhedrim ; for he first declared 
Jesus to have spoken blasphemy, and the fact to be 
notorious, and then asked their votes ; which whoso 
then should have denied, must have contested the 
judgment of the high priest, who, by the favor of 
the Romans, was advanced, (Valerius Gratus, who 
was president of Judea,~havii^ been his patron,) and 
his faction potent, an^ his malice great, and his 
heart set upon this business ; all which inconveniences 
none of them durst have suffered, unless he had had 
the confidence greater than of an apostle at that 
time. But this sentence was but like strong dispo- 
sitions to an enraged fever ; he was only (feclared 
apt and worthy for death, diev had no power at 
that time to inflict it ; but yet they let loose all the 
fury of mad men, and insolency of wounded smart- 
ing soldiers: and although, from the time of hi« 
being in the house of Annas, till the council met, 
they had used him with studied indignities ; yet now 
they renewed and doubled the unmercifulness, and 
their injustice, to so great a height, that their injuries 
must needs have been greater than his patience, if 
his patience had been less than infinite. For thus 
man's redemption grows up, as the load swells 
which the holy Jesus bare for us ; for these were our 
portion, and we, having turned the flowers of f^ara- 
dise into thistles, should, fof ever, have felt their in-« 
felicity, had not Jesus paid the debt But he bearing 
them upon his tender body with an even, and ex- 
cellent, and dispassionate spirit, offered up these be- 
ginnings of sufferings to his Father, to obtain pardon 
even for them, that injured him, and for all the 
world. 

Judas now, seeing that this matter went farther 
than he intended it, repented of his fact. For al- 
though evil persons are, in the progress of their ini- 
quity, invited on by new arguments, and supported 
R2 
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by confidence and a carelesft spirit ; yet, when ini- 
quity is come to the height, or so great a firopor- 
lion, that it is apt to produce despair, or an intolera- 
ble condition, then tne devil suffers the conscience 
to thaw and grow tender; but it is the tenderness of 
a boil ; it is soreness rather than a new disease ; and 
either it cofnes when the time of repentance is past, 
or leads to some act which shall make the pardon to 
be impossible ; and so it happened here. For Judas, 
either impatient of the shame, or of the sting, was 
thrust on to despair of pardon> with a violence as 
hasty and as great as were his needs. And despair 
is very often used like the bolts and bars of heU 
gates ; it seizes upon them that had entered into the 
suburbs of eternal death by an habitual sin, and it 
secures them against all retreat And the devil is 
forward enough to bring a -man to repentance, pro- 
vided it be too late ; and Esau wept bitterly, and re- 
pented him, and the five foolish virgins lift up their 
voice aloud, when the gates were shut, and- in hell 
men shall repent to all eternity. But I consider the 
very great folly and infelicity of Judas: it was at 
midnight he received his money in the house of 
Annas, betimes in that morning he repented his bar- 
gain ; he threw his money back again, but his sin 
stuck clode, and, it is thought, to a sad etermty. 
Such is the purchase of treason, and the reward of 
covetousness ; it is cheaf) in its offers, mom^itary in 
its possession, unsatisfying hi the fruitit>n, uncertain 
in the stay, sudden in its tfeparture, horrid in the re- 
membrance, and a ruin, a certain and miserable 
ruin, is in the event. When Judas came in that sad 
condition, and told his miserable story to them that 
set him on work, they let him go away unpitied ; he 
had served their ends in betraying his Lord ; and 
those that hire such servants, use to leave them in 
the disaster, to shame, and to sorrow : and so did 
ihepri^sis, biit took the money, and refused to put 
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it into the treasury, because it was " the price of 
blood;" but they made no acrupk to take it from 
the treasury, to buy that blood. Any thing seeras 
lawful, that serves the ends of ambitious and bloody 
persons, and then they are scrupulous in their cases 
of conscience, when nothing of interest does inter- 
vene : for evil men make religion the servant of in- 
terest, and sometimes weak men think, that it is the 
fault of the religion, and suspect that all of it is a 
design, because many great politics make ,it so. 
The end of the tragedy was, that Judas died with 
an ignoble death, marked with the circumstances 
of a horrid judgment, and {>erished by the most 
infamous hands m the world', that is, by his own. 
Which, if it be confronted against the excellent 
spirit of St. Peter, who did an act as contradictory 
to his honor, and the grace of God, as could be i^sily 
imagined ; yet, taking sanctuary in the arms of his 
Lord, be lodged in his heart for ever, and became 
an example to all the world, of ^he excellency of 
the Divine mercy, and the efficacy of a holy hope, 
and a hearty, timely^ and an operative repentance. 
But now all things were ready for the purpose, 
the high-priest and all his council go, along with the 
holy Jesus, to the house of Pilate, hoping he would 
verify their sentence, and bring it to execution, that 
they might once be rid of their fears, and enjoy their 
sin and their reputation quietly. St Basil affirms, 
that the high-priest caused the holy Jesus to be led 
with a cord about his neck, and, in memory of that, 
the priests, for many ages, wore a stole about theirs. ♦ 
But the Jews did it, according to the custom of the 
nation> to signify he was condemned to death ; they 
desired Pilate that he would crucify him, they hav- 
ing found him worthy. And when Pilate inquired 
into the particulars, they gave him a general and 
indefinite answer ; " If Jie weije not guilty, we would 
not ha vie brought him unto thee:" they intended not 
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to make Pilate judge of the cause, but executor of 
their cruelty. But Pilate had not learned to be 
guided by an implicit faith of such persons which 
be knew to be malicious and violent ; and therefore, 
still called for instances and arguments of their ac- 
cusation. And that aU the world might see with hoi^ 
ffreat unworthiness they prosecuted the Messias, 
3iey chiefly there accused him of such crimes, upon 
which themselves condemned him not, and wmch 
they knew to be false, but yet likely to move Pilate, 
if be had been passionate or inconsiderate in his 
sentences ; '' He offered to make himself a king." 
This discourse happened at the entry of the prasto- 
rium ; for the Jews, who made no conscience of 
killing the King of heaven, made a conscience of 
the external customs and ceremonies of their law, 
which had in them no interior sanctity, which were 
apt to separate them from the nations, and remark 
them with characters of religion and abstraction. 
It would defile them to go to a Roman forum, where 
a capital action was to be judged ; and yet the efiu- 
sion of the best blood in the world was not esteemed 
against their religion: so violent and blind is the 
spirit of malice, which turns* humanity into cruelty, 
wisdom into craft, diligence into subornation, and 
religion, into superstition. 

Two other articles they aUeged against him ; but 
the first concerned not Pilate, and the second was 
involved in the third, and, therefore, he chose to ex- 
amine him upon this only, of his being a king. To 
which the holy Jesus answered, that it is true, he 
was a king indeed, but **not of this world;" his 
throne is heaven, the angels are his courtiers, and 
the whole creation are his subjects : his regiment is 
spiritual, his judicatories are the courts of conscience 
and church-tribunals, and at dooms-day the clouds : 
the tribute which he demanded are, conformity to 
his laws, fifiith, hope, and charity ; no other gabels 
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but the duties of a holy spirit, sLnd the expresses of 
a religious worship, and obedient will, and a con- 
senting understanding. And in all this, Pilate thought 
the interest of Caesar was not invaded. For cer- 
tain it is, the discipline of Jesus confirmed it much, 
and supported it by the strongest pillars. And here 
Pilate saw how impertinent and malicious their ac- 
cusation was : and we, who declaim against the 
unjust proceedings of the Jews against, our dearest 
Lord, should do well to take care that we^ in ac- 
cusing any of Our brethren, either with malicious 
purpose, or with an uncharitable circumstance, do 
not commit the same fault which, in them, we so 
hate and accuse. Let no man speak any thing of 
his neighbor but what is true : and yet, if a truSi be 
heightened by the biting rhetoric of a satirical spirit, 
extended ana drawn forth in circumstances ana arts 
of aggravation, the truth becomes a load to the 
guilty person, is a prejudice to the sentence of the 
judge, and hath not so much as the excuse of zeal, 
much less the charity of Christianity. Sufficient to 
every man is' the pliain story of his crime; and to 
excuse as much of it as we can, would better be- 
come us, who perish unless we be excused for infi- 
nite irregularities. But if we add this also, tfiat wie 
accuse our brethren before them that may amend 
thom, and reform their error, if we pity their per- 
sons, arid do not hate them, if we seek "nothing of 
their disgrace, and make not their shame public, but 
when the public is necessarily concerned, or the 
state of the man^s sin requires it ; then our accusa- 
tions are /charitable : but if they be not, aH such ac- 
cusations are accepted by Christ with as much dis- 
pleasure, in proportion to the degree of the malice, 
and the proper effect, as was this accusation of his 
own person. - .' 

But Pilate, having pronounced Jesus innocent, and 
perceiving he was a Galilean, sent him to Herod, as 
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being a more competent person to determine con- 
cerning one of his own jurisdiction. Herod was 
Slad at the honor done to him, and the person brought 
im, being now desirous to see some miracle done 
before him. But the holy Jesus spake not one word 
there, nor did any sign ; so to reprove the sottish 
carelessness of Herod, who, living in the place of 
Jesus* abode, never had seen his person, or Tieard 
his sermons. And if we neglect the opportunities 
of grace, and rcffuse to hear the voice of Christ in 
the time of mercy and Divine appointment, we may 
arrive at that state of misery, in which Christ will 
refuse to speak one word of comfort to us ; and the 
homilies of the Gospel shall be dead letters, and the 
spirit not at all refreshed, nor the understanding in- 
structed, nor the affections moved, nor the will de- 
termined ; but because we have, during all our time, 
stopped our ears, in his time God will stop his mouth, 
ana shut up the springs of grace, that we shall re- 
ceive no refreshment, or instruction, or pardon, or 
felicity. Jesus suffered not himself to be moved at 
the pertinacious accusations of the Jews, nor the 
desires of the tyrant, but persevered in silence, till 
Herod and his servants despised him, and dismissed 
him. For so it became our High-Priest, who was 
to sanctify all our sufferings, to consecrate affronts 
and scorn, that we may learn to endure contempt, 
and to suffer ourselves, in a religious cause, to be 
despised ; and when it happens in any other, to re- 
member that we have our dearest Lord for a prece- 
dent, of bearing it with admirable simplicity and 
equanimity of deportment : and it is a mighty stock 
of self-love that dwells in our spirits, which makes 
us, of all afflictions, most impatient of this. But 
Jesus endured this despite, and suffered this to be 
added, that he was exposed in scorn to the boys of 
the streets. For Herod caused him to be arrayed 
in white, sent him out to be scorned by the people 
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and hooted at by idle persons, and so remitted him 
to Pilate. And since that accident to our Lord, the 
church hath not indecently chosen to clothe her 
priests with albs, or white garments ; and it is a 
symbolical intimation and rep resentment of that part 
of the passion and affront, whiph Herod passed upo 
the holy Jesus : and this is so^far from deserving a 
reproof, that it were to be wished all th^ children of 
the church would imitate all those graces which 
Christ exercised when he wore that garment, which 
she hath taken up in ceremony and thankful memo- 
ry ; that is, in all their actions and sufferings be so 
estranged from secular arts and mixtures of the 
world, so intent upon religion, and active in all its 
interests, so indifferent to all acts of providence, so 
equal in all chances, so patient of every accident, 
so charitable to enemies, and so undetermined by 
exterior events, that nothing may draw us forth 
from the severities of our religion, or entice us 
from the retirements of a recollected, and sober, 
and patient spirit, or make us to depart from the 
courtesies of piety, though, for such adhesion and 
pursuit, we be esteemed fools, or ignorant, or con- 
temptible. 

When Pilate had received the holy Jesus, and 
found that Herod had sent him back uncondemned, 
he attempted to rescue him from their malice, by 
making him a donative and a freed man, at the pe- 
tition of the people. But they preferred a murderer 
and a rebel, Barabbas, before him; for themselves 
being rebels against the King of heaven, loved to 
acquit persons criminal in the same kind of sin, 
rather than their Lord, against whom they took up 
all the arms which they could receive from violence 
and perfect mahce, * desiring to have him crucified, 
who raised the dead, and to have the other released, 
who destroyed the living.' And when Pilate saw 
' they were set upon it, he consented, and delivered 
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him first to be scourged ; which the soldiers executed 
with violence and unrelenting hands, opening his 
virginal body to nakedness, and tearing his tender 
flesn till the pavement was purpled with a shower of 
holy blood. It is reported in the ecclesiastical story, 
that when Agnes and Barbara, holy virgins and 
martyrs, were stripped naked to execution, God, 
pitying their great shame arid troubled to have their 
nakedness discovered, made for them a veil of light, 
' and sent them to a modest and desired death. But 
the holy Jesus, who chose all sorts of shamq and 
confusion, that, by a fullness of suffering, he might 
expiate his Father's aqger, and that he might conse- 
crate to our sufferance all kind of af&ont and pas- 
sion, endured even the shame of nakedness at the 
time of his scourging, suffering himself to be divested 
of his robes, that we might be clothed with that 
stole he put off: for therefore he took on him the 
state of sinning Adam, and befcame naked, that we 
might first be clothed with righteousness, and then 
with immortality. - 

After they had scourged him without remorse, 
rfiey " clothed him with purple, and crowned him 
with thorns," and " put a cane in his hand for a 
sceptre," and " bowed their knees before him,** and 
" saluted him" with mockery, with a " Hail, king of 
the Jews !" and they " beat him," and " spat upon 
him ;" and then Pilate brought him forth, and showed 
this sad spectacle tp the people, hoping this might 
move them to compassion, who never loved to see 
a man prosperous, and are always troubled to see 
the same man in misery. But the earth, which was 
cursed for Adam's sake, and was sowed with thorns 
and thistles, produced the full harvest of them, and 
the second Adam gathered them all, and made gar- 
lands of them, ajs ensigns of his victory, which he 
was now in pursuit of, against sin, the grave, and 
hell. And we also may make our thorns, which are 
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m themselves pungent and dolorous, to be a crown, 
if we bear them patiently, and unite them to Christ's 
passion, and offer them to his honor, and bear them 
m his cause, and rejoice in them for his sake. And 
indeed, after such; a grove of thorns growing upon 
the head of our Lord, to see one of Christ's members 
soft, delicate, and effeminate, is a great indecency, 
next to this of seeing the Jews use the King of 
glory with the greatest reproach and infamy. 

But nothing prevailing, nor the innocence of Jesus, 
nor his immunity from the sentence of Herod, nor 
the industry and diligence of Pilate, nor the misery, 
nor the sight of the afflicted Lamb of (Sod, at last 
(for so God decreed to permit it, and Christ to suffer 
it,) Mate gave sentence of death upon him, having 
first washed his hands; of which <3od served his 
end, to declare the innocence of his Son, of which, 
in this whole process, he was most curious, and suf- 
fered not the least probability to adhere to him : yet 
Pilate served no end of his, nor preserved anything 
of his innocence. He that rails upon a prince, and 
cries, Saving your honor, you are a tyrant ; and he 
that strikes a man upon the face, and cries him mer^ 
cy, and undoes him, and says it was in Jest, does 
just like that person that sins against uod, and 
thinks to be excused by saying it was against his 
conscience ; that is washing our hands when they 
are stained in blood,asif a ceremony of purification 
-were enough to cleanse a soul from the stains of a 
spiritual impurity. So some refuse not to take any 
oath in times of persecution, and sdy it obliges not, 
because it was forced, and done against their wills ; 
as if the doing of 'it were washed off by protecting 
against it; whereas the protesting against it declares 
me criminal, if I rather choose not death than that 
"which I profess to be a sin. But all the persons 
which co-#perated in this death were in this life con- 
signed to a fearful judgment after it. The Jews 
S 
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took the blood, which Pilate seemed to wash off, 
" upon themselves and their children," and the blood 
of this* Paschal Lamb stuck upon their forehead, and 
marked them, not to. escape, but to fall under the 
sword of the destroying an^el, and they perished 
either by a more hasty death, or, shortly afler, in 
the extirpation and miserable ruin of their natioa 
And Pilate, who had a less share' in the crime, yet 
had a black character of a secular judgment ; for, 
not long after, he was, by Vitellius, the president of 
Syria, sent to Rome, to answer to the crimes ob- 
jected against him by the Jews, whom to please he 
had done so much violence to his consciehce ; and, 
by CsBsar's sentence, he wus banished to Vienna, 
deprived of all his honors, where he lived inglorious- 
ly, till, by impatience of his calamity, he killed him- 
self with his own hand. And thus the blood of 
Jesus, shed for the salvation of the world, became to 
them a curse; and that which purifies the saints 
stuck to them that shed it, and mingled it not with 
the tears of. repentance, to be a leprosy lothesome 
and incurable. So maima turns tp worms, and the 
wines of angels to vinegar and lees, when it is re- 
ceived into impure vessels, or tasted by wanton 
palates ; and the sun himself produces rats and ser- 
pents, when it reflects upon the dirt of Nilus. 

The Prayer. 

O holy and immaculate Lamb of God, who wert 

E leased to suffer shame and sorrow, to be brought 
efore tribunals, to be accused maliciously, betrayed 
treacherously, condemned unjustly," and scourged 
most rudely, suffering the most severe and most un- 
handsome afflictions which could be procured by 
potent, subtle, and extremest malice, and didst 
choose this out of love greater than the love of 
mothers, more affectionate than the tears of joy and 
pity, dropped from the eyes of most passionate 
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women, by these fontinels of blood issuing forth life, 
and healtn, and pardon upon all thine enemies; 
teach me to apprehend the baseness of sin, in pro- 
portion to the greatest of those calamities which my 
sin made it necessary for thee to suffer, that I may 
hate the cause of thy sufferings, and adore thy mer 
cy, and imitate thy charity, and copy out thy pa 
tience and humility, and love thy person to the ut- 
termost extent and degrees of my affections. Lord, 
xivhat am I, that the eternal Son of God should suffer 
one stripe for me ? But thy love is infinite : and how 
great a misery is it to provoke by sin so great a 
mercy, and despise so miraculous a goodness, and 
to do fresh despite to the Son of God ! But our sins 
are innumerable, and our infirmities are mighty. 
Dearest Jesu, pity me, for I am accused by my own 
conscience, and am * found guilty ; I am stripped 
naked of my innocence, and bound fast by lust, and 
tormented with stripes and, wounds of enraged appe- 
tites. But let thy innocence excuse me, the robes 
of thy righteousness clothe me, thy boqda^e set me 
free, and thy stripes heal me; that thou being mv 
Advocate, my Physician, my Patron, and my Lord, 
I may be adopted into the union of thy merits, and 
partake of the efficacy of thy sufferings^ and be 
crowned as thou art, having mv sins changed to 
virtues, and my thorns to rays of glory under thee, 
our Head, in the participations of eternity^ O holy 
and immaculate Lamb of God. Amen. 
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SECTION XVI. 
Connderatums upon the Ciiicifixian of the Hdy J^., a 

Wheit the seutence of death pronoanccd agaiast 
the Lord was to be put in execution^ the i^ldiers 
pulled off the robe of mockery, the scarlet mantle, 
which In jest they put upon him, and put on bis own 
garments. But, as Origen observes, the evangelist 
mentioned not that they took off the crown of thorns ; 
what might serve their interest they pursue, but 
Bothing of remission or mercy to the afflicted Son 
of man ; but so it became the King of sufferings, not 
to lay aside his imperial thorns, till they ^were 
changed into diadems of glory. But now Abel is 
led forth by his brother to be slain : a gay spectacle 
to satisfy impious eyes, who would not stay behind, 
but attended and waited upon the hajt^man to see 
the catastrophe of this bloody tragedy. But ^efaen 
Piety looks on, she beholds a glorious mystery. Sin 
laughed to see the King of heaven and earth, and 
the great lover of souls, instead of the sceptre of his 
kingdom, to bear a tree of cursing and shame. But 
Rety wept tears of pity, and knew they woidd meh 
into joy, when she should behold that cross, which 
loaded the shoulders of her Lord, afterward sit upon 
the sceptres, and be engraved and signed upon the 
foreheads of kings. 

It cannot be thought but the ministers of Jewish 
malice used all the circumstances of affliction, which, 
in any case, were accustomed towards malefactors 
and persons to be crucified, and therefore it was 
that in some old figures we see our blessed Lord 
described with a table appendent to the fringe of 
his garment, set full of nails and pointed iron ; for 
80 sometimes they afflicted persons condemned to 
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that kind of death: and St C3rprian affirms, that 
Christ did stick to the wood that he carried, being 
galled with the iron at his heels, and nailed even be- 
fore his crucifixion. But this, and the other acci- 
dents of his journey, and their malice, so crushed 
his wounded, tender, and virginal body, that they 
\irere forced to lay the load upon a Cyrenian, fear- 
ing tteit he should die with less pain and smart than 
they intended him. But so he was pleased to take 
man unto his aid, not only to represent his own 
need, and the dolorousness of his passion, but to con- 
sign the duty unto man, that we must enter into a 
fellowship of Christ's sufferings, taking up the .cross 
of. martyrdom when God requires us, enduring af- 
fronts, being patient under affliction, loving them 
that hate us, and being benefactors to our enemies, 
abstaining from sensual and intemperate delight, 
forbidding to ourselves lawful festivities and recrea- 
tions of our weariness, when we have an end of the 
spirit to serve upon the ruins of the body's strength, 
mortifying our desires, breaking our own will, not 
seeking ourselves, being entirely resigned to God. 
These are the cross, and the nails, and the spear, 
and the whip, and all the instruments of a Christian's, 
passion. And we may consider that every man in 
this world shall, in some sense or other, bear a cross : 
few men escape it, and it is not well with them that 
do : but they only bear it well that follow Christ, and 
tread in his steps, and bear it for his sake, and walk 
as he walked ; and he that follows his own desires, 
when he meets with a cross. there, (as it is certain 
he will,) bears the cross of his concupiscence, and 
that hath no feUowship with the cross of Christ By 
the precept of " bearing the cross," we are not tied 
to pull evil- upon ourselves, that we may imitate our 
Lord in nothing but in being afflicted ; or to person- 
ate thle punitive exercises of mortification and severe 
abstinencies, which were eminent in some saints, 
S2 ' 
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and to which they had special assistances, as others 
had the gift of chiastity, and for which they had spe- 
cial reason, and, as they apprehended, some great 
necessities: but it is required that **we bear our 
own cross ;" so said our dearest Lord. For when 
Uie cross of Christ is laid upon us, and we are called 
to martyrdom, then it is our own, because God made 
it to be our portion : and when, by the necessities 
of our spirit and the rebellion of our body, we need 
exterior mortifications and acts of self-denial, then 
also it is our own cross, because our needs have 
made it so ; and so it is when God sends us sick- 
ness, or any other calamity ; whatever is either an 
elBTectof our ghostly needs, or the condition of our 
temporal estate, it calls for our sufferance, and pa- 
tience, and equanimity ; for " therefore Christ hath 
suffered for us," saith St Peter, " leaving us an ex- 
ample, that we should follow his steps," who bore 
his cross as long as he could ; and when he could 
no longer, he murmured not, but sank under it ; and 
then he was content to receive such aid, not which 
he chose himself, but such as was assigned him. 

Jesus was led out of the gates of Jerusalem, that 
he might become the sacrifice for persons without 
the pale, even for all the world : ana the daughters 
of Jerusalem followed him with pious tears till they 
came to Calvary, a place difficult in the ascent, em- 
inent and apt for the publication of shame, a hill of 
death and dead bones, polluted and impure, and there 
beheld him stripped naked, who clothes the field 
with flowers, and all the world with robes, and the 
whoje globe with the canopy of heaven, and so 
dressed, that now every circumstance was a tri- 
umph; by his disgrace he trampled upon our pride; 
by his poverty and nakedness, he triumphed over 
our covetousness and love of riches; and, by his 
pains, chastised the delicacies of our flesh, and 
broke in pieces the fetters of concupiscence. For 
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as soon as Adam was clothed, he quitted Paradise ; 
and Jesus was made naked, that he might bring 
us in again. And we also must be despoiled of au 
our exterior adherences, that we may paSs through 
the regions of duty and divine love to a society of 
blessed spirits, and a clarified, immortal, and beati- 
fied estate. 

There they nailed Jesus with four nails, fixed his 
cross in the ground, which, with its fall into lM 
place of its station, gave infinite torture, by so viS* 
lent a concussion of the body of our Lord, which 
rested upon nothing but four great wounds ; where 
he was designed to suffer a long and lingering tor- 
ment. For crucifixion, as it was an excellent pain, 
sharp and passionate, so it was not of quick effect 
towards taking away the life. St. Andrew 'Was two 
whole days upon the cross ; and some martyrs havd 
upon the cross been rather starved and devoured 
with bi^ds, than killed with the proper torment of 
the tree. But Jesus took all his passion with a vol- 
untary susception, God heightening it to great de- 
grees of torment supernaturally ; and he laid down 
his hfe voluntarily, when his Father's wrath was to- 
tally appeased towards mankind. 

Some have fancied that Christ was pleased to 
take something from every condition, of which man 
ever was, or shall be, possessed ; taking immunity 
from sin from Adam's state of innocence, punish- 
ment and misery from the state of Adam fallen, the 
fullness of grace from the state of renovation, and 
perfect contemplation of the Divinity and beatific 
joys from the state of. comprehension and the bless- 
edness of heaven ; meaning, that the humanity of 
our blessed Savior did, in the sharpest agony of 
bis passion, behold the face of God, and communi- 
cate in glory. But I consider, that, although the 
two natures of Christ were knit by a mysterious 
union into one person, yet the natures still retain 
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their incommunicable properties. Christ, as GodU is 
not subject to sufierin^s ; as a man, he is the subject 
of miseries ; as God he is eternal ; as man, mortal 
and commensurable by time : as God, the stqpreme 
Lawgiver ; as man, most humble and obedient to 
the law : and therefore that the human nature ivas 
united to the Divine, it does not infer that it must, in 
all instances, partake of the Divine felicities, i^hich 
in God are essential, to man communicated without 
necessity, and by an arbitrary dispensation. Add 
to this, that some virtues .and excellencies were in 
the soul of Christ, which could not consist with the 
state of glorified and beatified persons ; iSuch as are 
humility^ poverty of spirit, hope, holy desires ; all 
which, having their seat in the soul, suppose, even 
in the supremest faculty, a state of pilgrimage, that 
is, a condition which is imperfect, and in order to 
something beyond its present. For therefore " Christ 
ought to suflfer," saith our blessed Lord himself, and 
** so to enter into glory." And St Paul affirms, that 
* we see Jesus made a little lower than the angels, 
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honor," Heb. ii. 9. And again, " Christ humbled him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross ; wherefore God also hath highly exalt- 
ed him, and given him a name above every name." 
Phil, ii- 8, 9. Thus his present life was a state of 
merit and a work, and, as a reward of it, he was 
crowned with glory and immortality, his name was 
exalted, his kingdom glorified, he was made Lord 
of all the creatures, the first fruits of the resurrec- 
tion, the exemplar of glory, and the Prince and 
Head of the Catholic church; and because this was 
his recompense, and the fruits of his humility and 
obedience, it is certain it was not a necessary con- 
sequence, and a natural efiHux, of the personal union 
of the Godhead with humanity. Thus I discourse 
to this purpose, that we may not in our esteem les- 
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*n the siirfTering of our dearest Lord, by thinking 
he had the supports of actual glory in the midst of 
all his sufferings. For tha*e is no one minute^or 
ray of glory^ but its fruition does outweigh and 
make us insensible of the greatest calamities, and 
the spirit of pain, which can be extracted . from all 
the infelicities of this world. True it is, that the 
greatest beauties in this world are receptive of an 
allay of sorrow, and nothing can have pleasure in 
all capacities. The most beauteous feathers of 
the birds of paradise, the ostrich or the peacock, 
if put into our thr,oat, are not there so pleasant as 
to the eye : but the beatific joys of the least glory 
of heaven take* away all pain, " wipe away all tears 
from our eyes ;*" and it is not possible that, at the 
same instant, the soul of Jesus should be ravished 
with glory, and yet abated Nvith pains grievous and 
afflictive. 

On the other side, some say that the soul of Jesus 
upon the cross suffered the pains of hell, and all the 
toments of the damned, and that, without such suf-* 
feriiigs, it is not imaginable he should pay the price, 
which God's wrath should demand of us. But the 
same that reproves the one, does also reprehend the 
other ; for the hope that was the support of the soul 
of Jesuit, as it confesses an imperfection that is not 
consistent with the state of glory, so it excludes the 
despair that is the torment proper to accursed souls. 
Our deiarest Lord suffered the whole condition of 
humanity, " sin only excepted," and freed us from 
hell with suffering those sad pains, and merited hea- 
ven for his own humanity, as the head, and aH faith- 
firi people, as the members of his mystical body. 
And therefore his life here was only a state of pil- 

S image, not at all trimmed with beatific glories, 
uch less was he ever in the state of hell, or upon 
the cross felt the formal misery and spirit of tor- 
meat, which is the portion of damned spirits; be 
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cause it was impossible Christ should despair* and 
without desi^ir it is impossible there should be a hell. 
But this is highly probable, that, in the intension of 
degrees and present anguish, the soul of our Lord 
might feel a greater load of wrath than is incum- 
bent in every mstant upon perishing souls. For all 
the sadness which may be imagined to be in hell, 
consists in acts produced from principles, that can- 
not surpass the lorce of human or angelical nature ; 
but the pain which our blessed Lord endured for the 
expiation of our sins, was an issue of an united and 
concentred anger, was received into the heart of 
God and man, and was commensurate to the i^hole 
latitude of the grace,' patience, and 'charity of the 
Word incarnate. 

And now behold the Priest and the sacrifice of 
all the world laid upon the altar of the cross, bleed- 
ing, and tortured, and dying, to reconcile his Father 
to us : and he was arrayed with ornaments more 
glorious than the robes of Aaron. The , crown of 
tliorns was his mitre, the cross his pastoral staff, 
the nails piercing his hands were instead of rings, 
the ancient ornament of priests, and his flesh razed 
and checkered with blue and blood instead of the 
parti-colpred robe. But as this object calls for our 
devotion, our love and eucharist to our dearest Lord, 
so it must needs irreconcile us to sin, which, in the 
eye of all the world, brought so great shame, and 
pain, and amazement upon the Son of God, when 
he only became engaged by a charitable substitution 
of himself in our place ; and therefore we are as- 
sured, by the demonstration of sense and experience, 
it will bring death, and all imaginable miseries, as 
the just expresses of God's indignation and hatred : 
for to this we may apply the words of our Lord in 
the prediction of miseries to Jerusalem, " If this be 
done in the green tree, what shall be done in the 
dry!" For it is certain, Christ infinitely pleased 
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his Father, even by Becoming the person made guilty 
in estimate of law; and yet so great charity. of our 
Lord, and the so great love and pleasure of his Fa- 
ther, exempted him not from suffering pains intole- 
rable-: and much less shall those escape, who pro- 
voke and displease God, and " despise so great sal- 
vation," which the holy Jesus hath wrought with the 
expense of blood and so precious a life. 

But here we see a great representation and testi- 
mony of the Divine justice, who was so angry with 
sin, who had so severely threatened it, who does so 
essentially hate it, that he would not spare his only 
Son, when he became a conjunct person, relative to 
the guilt by undertaking the charges of our nature. 
For although God hath set down in holy scripture 
the order of his justice, and the manner of its mani- 
festation, that one soul shall not perish for the sins 
of another; yet this is meant for justice and for 
mercy too, that is, he will not curse the son for the 
father's fault, or, in any relation whatsoever, substi- 
tute one person for anotlier to make him involunta- 
rily guilty : but when this shall be desired by a per- 
son that cannot finally perish, and does a mercy to 
the exempt persons, and is a voluntary act of the 
suscipient, and shall in the event also redound to an 
infinite good, it is no deflection from the Divine jus- 
tice to excuse many by the affliction of one, who 
also for that very suffering shall have infinite com- 
pensation. We see that, for the sin of Cham, all 
his posterity were accursed : the subjects of David 
died with the plague, because their prince numbered 
the people : idolatry is punished in the children of 
the fourth generation : Saul's seven sons were bang- 
ed for breaking the league of Gibeon ; and Ahab's 
sin was punished in his posterity, he escaping, and 
" the evil was brought upon his house in his son*s 
days." In all these cases the evil descended upon 
persons in near relatioh to the sinner, and was a 
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punishmeDt to him and a misery to these, and were 
either chastisements also of their own sins, or, if 
they were not, they served other ends of Provi- 
dence, and led the afflicted innocent to a condition 
of recompense accidentally procured by that inflic- 
tion. But if for such relation's sake and economical 
and political conjunction, as between prince and 
people, the evil may be transmitted from one to an- 
other, much rather is it just, when, by contract, a 
competent and conjunct person undertakes to quit 
his relative. Thus when the hand steals, the back 
is whipped; and an evil eye is punished with a 
hungry belly. Treason causes the whole family 
to hd miserable: and a sacrilegious grandfather 
hath sent a locust to devour the increase of the ne- 
phews. 

But, in our case, it is a voluntary contract, and 
therefore no injustice; all parties are voluntary. 
God is the supreme Lord, and his actions are the 
measure of justice: we who had deserved the pun- 
ishment, had great reason to desire a redeemer : and 
yet Christ, wfo was to pay the ransom, was more 
desirous of it than we were, for we asked it not be- 
fore it was promised and undertaken. But thus we 
see that sureties pay the obligation of the principal 
debtor, and the pledges of contracts have been, ny 
the best and wisest nations, slain, when the articles 
have been broken: the Thessallans slew 250 pledges: 
the Romans 300 of the Volsci, and threw the Taren- 
tines from the Tarpeian rock. And that it may ap- 
pear Christ was a person in all senses competent 
to do this for us, himself testifies, that he had " pow- 
er over his own life, to take it up, of lay it down.** 
And, therefoi^, as there can be nothing against the 
most exact justice and reason of laws and punish- 
ments ; so it magnifies the Divine mercy, who re- 
moves the punishm^it from us, who, of necessity, 
must have sunk under it, and yst make us to adore 
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his severity, who would not forgive us without pun- 
ishing his Son for us; to consign unto us his perfect 
hatred against sin, to conserve the sacrednesi of bk 
laws, and to imprint upon us great characters of 
fear and love. The famous Locrian, Zaieucus, 
made a law, that all adulterers should lose both their 
eyes : his son was first unhappily surprised in the 
crime ; and his father, to keep a temper between the 
piety and soft spirit of « parent, and the justice and 
severity of a judge, put out one of his own eyes, 
and one of his sonV. So God did with us ; he made 
some abatement, that is, as to the person with whom 
he was angry, but inflicted his anger upon our Re- 
deemer, whom he essentially loved, to secure the 
dignity of his sanction, and the sacredness of obe- 
dience ; so marrying justice and mercy by the inter- 
vening of a commutation. Thus David escaped by 
the death of his son, God choosing that penalty for 
the expiation : and Cimon ofiered himself to prison, 
to purchase the liberty of his father Miltiades. It 
was a filial duty in Cimon, and yet the law was 
satisfied. And both, these concurred in our great 
Redeemer. For God, w^ho was the sole arbitrator, 
so disposed it, and the eternal Son of God submitted 
to this way of expiating our crimes, and became an 
argument of faith and ^belief of the great article of 
" remission of sins," and other its appendent causes 
andjeffects and adjuncts; it being wrought by a visi- 
ble and notorious passion. It was made an encour- 
agement of hope ; for " he that spared not his own 
Son" to reconcile us, " will with him give aft things 
else" to us so reconciled: and a great endearment 
of our duty and love, as it was a demonstration of 
his. And, in all the changes and traverses of our " 
life, he is made to us a great example of all excel- 
lent actions, an 1 all patient sufferings. 

In the midst of the two thieves, three long hours 
the holy Jtesus hung> ciothed with pain, agony attd 
T 
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dtshonor, all of them so eminent and vast, that he 
who coidd not but hope, whose soul was enchased 
with divinity, and dwelt in the bosom of God, and 
in the cabinet of the mysterious Trinity, yet had a 
cloud of misery so thick and Uack drawn before 
him, that he complained as if God had forsaken him: 
but this was **the pillar of cloud" which conducted 
Israel into Canaan. And as God behind the cloud 
supported the holy Jesus, and stood readv to receive 
him into the union of his glories ; so (lis soul, in 
that j^reat desertion, had internal comforts proceed- 
ing trom consideration of all those excellent per- 
sons, which should be adopted into the fellowship 
of his suiTerings, which should imitate his graces, 
which should communicate his glories. And we fol- 
iowthis cloud to our country, having Christ for guide: 
and thouffh he trod the way, leaning upon the cross, 
which, like the staff of EgypU pierced his hands ; 
yet it is to us a comfort and support, pleasant to our 
spirits as the sweetest canes, strong as the pillars 
ct the earth, and made apt for our use, by having 
been borne and made smooth by the han(k of our 
eUer brothel. 

In the midst of all his torments, Jesus only made 
one. prayer of sorrow, to represent his sad condi- 
tion to nis father; but no accent of murmur, no syl- 
lable of anger against his enemies : instead of that, 
he sent up a holy, charitable, and effective prayer 
for their forgiveness, and by that prayer obtained 
pf God, that within fifty-five days eight thousand 
of his enemies were converted. So potent is the 
prayer of charity, that it prevails above the malice 
of men, turning 'the arts of Satan into die diesigns 
rf God ; and when malice occasions the prayer, the 
pra3rer becomes an antidote to malice. And, by 
this instance, our blessed Lord consigned that duty 
10 us, which, in his sermons, he had preached. That 
we should forgive our enemies, and pray for them : 

« 
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and by so doing, ourselves are freed from the stings 
of anger, and the storms of a revengeful spirit ; and 
jjve oftentimes procure servants toGod, friends to 
ourselves, and. heirs to the kingdom of heaven. 

Of the two thieves th^it were crucified together 
-with our Lord, the one blasphemed ; the other had, 
at that time, such a faith, that all the ages of the 
church <;ould never show the like. For when he 
saw Christ " in the same condemnation" with him- 
self, crucified by the Romans, accused and scorned 
by the Jews, forsaken by his own apostles; a dying 
distressed man, doing at that time no miracles to 
attest his divinity or innocence ; yet then he confess- 
es him to be a Lord, and a King, and his Savior ; 
he confessed his own shame and unworthiness ; he 
Submitted to the death of the cross : and, by his vol- 
untary acceptation and tacit volition of it,' made it 
equivalent to as great a punishment of his own sus- 
ception; he showed an incomparable modesty, 
lagging but for a remembrance^only ; he knew him- 
self so sinful, he durst ask no more ; he reproved the 
other thief for blasphemy ; he confessed the world to 
come^ and owned Christ publicly 5 he prayed to him, 
he hoped in him, and pitied him ; showing an excel- 
lent patience, in this sad condition. And in this I 
consider, that besides the excellency of some of 
these acts, and the goodness of all, the like occasion 
for so exemplary faith never can occur; and until 
all these things^ shall, in these circumstances, meet in 
any one man, he must not hope for 50 safe an exit, 
after an evil life, upon the confidence of this exam- 
rie. But now Christ had the key of Paradise in his 
hand ; and God blessed the thief with this opportunity 
of letting him in. And, indeed, it is very probable, 
that he w^as much advantaged by the intervening 
accident of dying at the same time with Christ; 
tJiere being, a natural compassion produced in us 
towards thq partners of our miseries. For Christ 
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not void of human passions, though he had in 
them no imperfection or irregularity ; and, therefore, 
might be invited by the society of misery, the rather 
to admit him to participate his joys ; and St. Paul 
proves him to be a •* merciful High Priest," because 
** he was touched with a feeling of our infirmities :" 
the first expression of which was to this blessed 
thief; Christ and he together sat at the supper of 
bitter herbs, and Christ paid his symbol, promising 
that he should ** that day be together with him in 
Paradise." 

By the cross of Christ stood the holy Virgin- 
mother, upon whom old Simeon's prophecy was 
BOW verified : for now she felt ** a sword passing 
through her very soul:" she stood without clamor 
and womanish noises ; sad, silent, and with a modest 
grief, deep as the waters of the abyss, but smooth as 
the face of a pool ; full of love, and patience, and 
sorrow, and hope. Now she was put to it to make 
use of all those excellent discourses her holy Son 
had used to build up her spirit, and fortify it against 
this day. Now she felt the blessings and strengths 
of fiaiitii ; and she passed from the griefs of the pas- 
sion, to the expectation of the resurrection ; and she 
rented in this death, as in a sad remedy ; for she 
knew it reconciled (Sod with all the world. But her 
hope drew a veil before, her sorrow ; and though 
her grief was great enough to swallow her up, yet 
her love was greater, and did swallow up her grief. 
But the sun also had a veil upon hia face, and taught 
us to draw a curtain before the passion, which 
would be the most artificial expression of its great- 
ness ; whilst by silence and wonder we confeifes it 
great beyond our expression, or, which is all one, 
great as the burden and baseness of our sins. And 
with this veil drawn before the face of Jesus, let us 
•uppose him at the gates of Paradise, calling with 
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ids last words, in a loud voice, to have them opened, 
that " the King of glory might come in." 

Prayers, 

I O holy Jesus, who for our sakes didst suffer 
incomparable anguish and pains, commensurate to 
thy love, and our miseries, which were inhnite ; that 
thou mightest purchase for us blessings upon earthy 
and an inheritance in heaven ; dispose us by love, 
thankfulness, humility, and obedience, to receive all 
the benefit of thy passion : granting unto us and thy 
whole church, remission of all our sins, integrity of 
mind, health of body, competent maintenance, peace 
in our days, a temperate air, fruitfulness of the eajth, 
unity and integrity of faith, extirpation of heresies, 
reconcilement of schism:^ destruction of all wicked 
counsels intended against us ; and bind the hands of 
rapine and sacrilege, that they may not destroy the 
vintage, and root up the vine itself. Multiply thy 
blessings upon us, sweetest Jesus ; increase in us true 
religion, sincere and actual devotion in our pray- 
ers, patience in troubles, and whatsoever is neces- 
sary to our soul's health, or conducing to thy glory. 
Amen. 

II. O dearest Savior, I adore thy mercies and thy 
incomparable love expressed in thy so voluntary 
susception and affectionate suffering such horrid and 
sad. tortures, which cannot be remembered without 
a sad compassion ; the waters of bitterness entered 
. into tfcy soul, and the storms of death, and thy 
Father's anger, broke thee all in (neces: and what 
shall I do, who, by my sins, have so tormented my 
dearest Lord? What contrition can be great 
enough, what tears sufficiently expressive, what 
hatred and detestation of my crimes, can be equal 
and commensurate to those sad accidents which 
they have produced T Pity me, O Lord ; pity me, 
dearest God ; turn those, thy merciful eyes, towards 
T2 
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me, O most mercifid Redeemer; for my sins are 
great, like unto thy passion; full of sorrow and 
shame, and a burden toogreat for me to bear. Lord, 
who hast done so much for me, now " only speak 
the word, and thy servant shaD be whole." Let thy 
wounds heal me, thy virtues amend me, thy death 
quicken me ; that I, in thisJife, suffering the cross of a 
sad and salutary repentance, in the union and nnerits 
of thy cross and passion, may die with thee, and 
rest vriih ttee, and rise again with thee, and live 
with thee for ever, in the possession of thy glories, 
O dearest Savior Jesus. Amen. 



SECTION xvn. 

Cf the Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus. 

WmLB it was yet " early in the morning, upon 
the first day of the week, Mary Magdalen, and 
Mary, the mother of James and Salome, brought 
sweet spices to the sepulchre," that they might 
again embalm the holy body; (for the rites of em- 
balming, among the Hebrews, used to las£ forty 
days,) and their love was not satisfied with what 
JosepJi had done. They, therefore, hastened to the 
grave ; and after they nad expended their money, 
and bought the spices, they begin to consider, <^ who 
shaU remove the stone :" but yet they still go on, and 
their love answers the objection, not knowing how 
it should be done, but yet resolving to go through all 
the difficulties ; but never remember or take care to 
pass the guards of soldiers. But when they came 
to the se^chre, they found the guard affiighted and 
removed, and "the stone rolled away;'* for there 
had, a little before their arrival, been a great earth- 
^lake ; and " an ajigel descending ff<Hrn iwaven, 
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rdled away the stone, and sat upon it ;" and for fear 
of him, the guards about the tomb became "aston- 
ished with fear," and were "like dead men:" and 
some of them ran to the high priests, and told them 
what had happened. But they, now resolving to nmake 
their iniquity safe and unquestionable, by a new 
crime, hire the soldiers to tell aii incredible and 
weak fable, th^t " his disciples came by night, and 
stole hioi away ;" against wnich accident the wit of 
man could give no more security than themselves 
had made. The women entered into the sepulchre, 
and missing the body of Jesus, Mary Magdalen ran 
to the eleven apostles, complaining that the body of 
our Lord was not to be found. Then Peter and 
John ran as fast as they could to see : for the unex- 
pectedness of the relation, the wonder of the story, 
and the sadness of the person, moved some aiTec- 
tions in them, which were kindled by the first prin- 
ciples and sparks of faith, but were not made actual 
and definite, because the faith was not raised to a 
flame : they looked into the sepulchre, and finding 
not the body there, they returned. By this time 
Mary Magdalen was come back ; and the women 
who staid, weeping, for their Lord's body, " saw 
two angels sitting in white, the one at the head, and 
the other at the feet : at which unexpected sight, they 
" trembled, and bowed themselves ;" but an angel 
bid them " not to fear," telling them, that *♦ Jestis of 
Nazareth, who was crucified, was also risen, and 
was not there :" and called to mind what Jesus had 
told them in Galilee, concerning his crucifixion and 
resurrection the third day. 

And " Mary Magdalen turned herself back, and 
sfaw Jesus ; but supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, 
tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take 
him away." But " Jesus said unto her, Mary !" 
TIka she knew his voice, and, with ecstasy of yyy 
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and wonder, was ready to have crushed his feet 
with her embraces: but he commanded her *^ not to 
touch him," but << go to his brethren, and say, I as- 
cend unto my FaSier, and to your Father, to my 
God, and your God. Mary departed with satisfac- 
tion, beyond the joys of a victory or a fuB vintage, 
and told these things to the aposUes ; but the narra- 
tion seemed to them as talk of abused and fantastic 
persons. About the same time, Jesus also appeared 
unto Simon Peter. Towards the declining of the 
day, two of his disciples going to Emmaus, sad, and 
discoursing of the late occurrences, Jesus puts him- 
self into their company, and upbraids their incredth 
lity ; and ^ expounds the Scriptures, that Christ ought 
to suflfer, and rise again the third day," and '^ in the 
breaking of bread disappeared ;" and so was ^ known 
to them" by vanishing away, whom present they 
knew not And instantly they hasten to Jerusalem, 
and told the apostles what had happened. 

And while they were there, that is, "the same 
day at evening, when the apostles were assembled," 
all save Thomas, « secretly, for fear of the Jews, the 
doors beins shut, Jesus came, and stood in the midst 
of them. They were exceedingly troubled, supposing 
it had been a spirit." But Jesus confuted them by 
the philosophy of their senses, by feeling his flesh 
and bones, which spirits have not For he gave 
them his benediction, " showing them his hands and 
his feet" At which sight tliey rejoiced with exceed- 
ing joy, and began to be restored to their indefinite 
hopes of some uiture felicity, by the return of their 
Lord to life : and there he first " breathed on them, 
giving them the Holy Ghost," and performing the 
promise twice made before his death ; the promise 
of the keys, or of "binding and loosing;" saying, 
" whose soever sins ye remit, they are refnitted to 
them ; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are re- 
tained." And that was the second part of clerical 
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power, with which Jesus insti'ucted his disciples, in 
order to their great commission of preaching and 
government ecclesiastical. These things were told 
to Thomas, but he believed not, and resolved against 
the belief of it, unless he n)ight " put his finger into 
his hands, and his hand into his side." Jesus, there- 
fore, on the octaves of his resurrection, appeared 
again to the apostles met together, and makes de- 
nfionstration to^ Thomas, in conviction and reproof 
of his unbelief, promising a special benediction to all 
succeeding ages of the church ; for they are such 
who " saw not, and yet have believed." 

But Jesus, at his early appearing, had sent an 
order by the women, that the disciples should go 
into Galilee ; and they did so aftw a few days. And 
Simon Peter being there, went a fishing, and six - 
others of the apostles ^ith him, to the sea of Tibe- 
rias, where they "labored all night, and caught 
nothing."- Towards " the morning, Jesus appeared 
to them,** and bade them " cast the net on the right 
side of the ship ;" which they did, and " inclosed an 
hundred and fifty-three great fishes :" by which pro- 
digious draught, John, the beloved disdiple, perceived 
" it was the Lord." At which instant, " Peter threw 
himself into the sea," and went to Jesus ; and when 
the rest were come to shore,- they dined with broiled 
fish. After dinner, Jesus, taking care for those scat- 
tered sheep, which were dispersed over the face of 
the earth, that he might gather them into one sheep- 
fold under one Shepherd, asked Peter, " Simon, son 
of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these ? Peter 
answered. Yea, Lord ; thou, that knowest all things, 
knowest that I love thee. Then Jesus said unto 
him, Feed my lambs." And Jesus asked him the 
same question, and gave him the same precept 
the second time, and the third time : for it was a 
considerable and a weighty employment, upon 
which Jesus was willing to spend all his endearment 
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and stock of affections that Peter owed him, even 
upon the care of his little flock. And after the in- 
trusting of his charge to him^ he told him, that the 
reward he should have in this world, should be a 
sharp and an honorable martyrdom; and, withal, 
checks Peter's curiosity, in busying himself about 
the temporal accidents of other men, and inquiring 
what should become of John, the beloved disciple. 
Jesus answered this question with some sharpness 
of reprehension and no satisfaction : " If I will that 
he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?" Then 
they fancied that he should not die : but they were 
mistaken, for the intimation was expounded and 
verified by St John's surviving the destruction of 
Jerusalem; for, after the attempts of persecutors, 
and the miraculous escape of prepared torments, he 
died a natural death, in a good old age. 

After this, Jesus having appointed a solemn meet- 
ing for all the brethren that could be collected from 
the dispersion^ and named a certain mountain in 
Galilee, "appeared to five hundred brethren at 
once';" and this was his most public and solemn 
manifestation : and while some doubted, Jesus came 
according to the designation, and spake to the 
eleven ; sent them to "preach to all the world repent- 
ance, and remission of sins in his name ;" promising 
" to be with them to the end of the world." He ap- 
peared also ^nto James, but at what time is uncer- 
tain ; save that there is something concerning it in 
the Gospel of St. Matthew, which the Nazarenes of 
Berea used, and which it is likely themselves added 
out of report ; for there is nothing of it in our Greek 
copies. The words are these: "When the Lord 
had given the linen, in which he was , wrapped, to 
the servant of the high-priest, he went and appeared 
unto James. For James had vowed, after ne had 
received the Lord's supper, that he would eat no 
bread till he saw the Lord risen from the grave 
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Then the Lord called for bread ; he blessed it, and 
brake it, and gave it to James the Just, and said, 
* My brother, eat bread, for the Son of man is risen 
from the sleep of death.'" So that, by this, it should 
seem to be done upon the day of the resurrection. 
But the relation of it by St. Paul, puts it between the 
appearance which he made to the five hundred, and 
that last to the apostles, when he was to ascend into 
heaven. Last of all, when the apostles were " at 
dinner, he appeared to them, upbraiding their incre- 
didily :" and " then he opened their understanding, 
that they might discern tne sense of Scripture," and 
again command them to preach the Gospel to all 
the world, giving them power " to do miracles, to 
cast out devils, to cure diseases ;" and instituted the 
sacrament of baptism, which he commanded should, 
together with the sermons of the Gospel, be admin- 
istered ** to all nations, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." Then he 
led them into Judea, and they came to Bethany, and 
from thence to the Mount Olivet ; and he command- 
ed them to " stay in Jerusalem," till the Holy Ghost, 
" the promise of the Father, should descend upon 
them," which should be accotirplished in a few days ; 
and then they should know the times, and the sea- 
sons, and all things necessary for their ministration 
and service, and propagation of the Gospel. And 
while he " discoursed many things concerning the 
kingdom," behold a cjoud came, and parted Jesus 
from them, and carried him, in their sight, up into 
heaven ; where be sits at the right hand of God, 
blessed for ever. Amen. 

While his apostles " stood gazing up to heaven," 
two angels appeared to tliem, and told them, thai 
" Jesus should come in like manner as he was taken 
away," viz. with glory and majesty, and in the clouds, 
and with the ministry of angels. Amen. " Come 
Lord Jesus ; come quickly." 
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Considerations. 

The holy Jesus promised to thablpssed thaefy that 
he should "that day be with him m Paradise;" 
which, therefore, was certainly a place or state of 
blessedness, because it was a promise ; and in the 
society of Jesus, whose penal and afflictive part of 
his work of redemption was finished upon the cross. 
Our blessed Lord did not promise he should that day 
be with him in the kingdom, for that day it was not 
opened, and the everlasting doors of those interior 
recesses were to be shut till after the resurrection, 
that himself was to ascend thither, and make way 
for all his servants to enter, in the same method in 
which he went before us. Our blessed Lord ** de- 
scended into hell," saith the creed of the apostles, 
from the sermon of St. Peter, as he from the words 
of David, that is, into the state of separation and 
common receptacle of spirits, according to the style 
of Scripture. But the name of ^* hell" is nowhere 
in Scripture an appellative of the kingdom of Christ, 
of the place of final and supreme glory. But con- 
cerning the verification of our Lord!s promise to 
the beatified thief, and his own state of separation, 
we must take what light we can from Scripture, 
and what we can from the doctrine of the primitive 
church. St Paul had two great revelations; he 
was " rapt up into Paradise," and he was " rapt up 
into the third heaven :" and these he calls " visions 
and revelations," not one, but divers: for Paradise 
is distinguished from the "heaven of the blessed," 
being itself a receptacle of holy souls, made . illus- 
trious with visitation of angels, and happy by being 
a repository for such spirits, who, at the day of 
judgment, shall go forth into eternal glory. In the 
interim, Christ hath trod all the paths before us, and 
this also we must pass through, to arrive at the 
courts of heaven. Justin Martyr said it waat the 
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doctrine of heretical persons, to say that the soid* 
of the blessed, instantly upon the . separation from 
their 'bodies, enter into th^ highest hedven. And 
Irenseus makes heaven, and the intermediate recep- 
tacle of souls, to be distinct places : both blessed, 
but hugely differing in degrees. Turtullian is dog- 
matical in the assertion, that till the voice of the 
great archangel be heard, and as long as Christ sits 
at the right hand of his Father, making intercession 
for the Church, so long blessed souls must expect 
the assembling of their brethren, the great congre- 
gation of the church, that they may all pass, from 
their outer courts, iilto the inward tabernacle, the 
holy of holies, to the throne of God. And as it is 
certain, that no soul could enter fnto glory before 
our Lord entered, by whom we hope to have ac- 
cess : so it is most agreeable to the proportion of 
the n mysteries of our redemption, that we believe 
the entrance into glory to have been made by our 
Lord at hi» glorious ascension, and that his soul 
went not thither before them, to come back again, 
to be contracted into the span of humanity, and 
dwell forty days in his body upon earth. But that 
he should return from Paradise, that is, from the 
common receptacle of departed spirits, who died in 
the love of God, to earth again, had in it no lessen- 
ing of his condition, since himself, in mercy, called 
back Lazarus from thence, and some others also 
returned to live a life of grace, which, in all senses, 
is less than the least of glories. Sufficient it is to 
us, that all holy souls, departing, go into the hands, 
that is, into the custody of our Lord; that " thev 
rest from their labors ;" that " their works shall fol- 
low them,'* and overtake them, too, at the day of 
judgment; that they are happy presently; that 
they are visited by angels ; that God sends, as he 
pleases, Excellent irradiations and types of glory, to 
entertain them in their mansions ; that their condi- 
U 
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tion is secured ; but the crown of righteousness is 
laid up " against the great day of judgment, and 
then to be produced and given to St Paul, and " to 
all that love the coming of our Lord ;" that is, to all 
who either here in duty, or in their receptacles, with 
joy and certain hope, long for the revelation of that 
day. 

As soon as the Lord had " given up his spirit" 
into the hands of God, ** the veil of the temple was 
rent," the angels, guardians of the place, deserted it, 
the rites of Moses were laid open, and the inclosures 
of the tabernacle were.disparked, "the earth trem- 
bled, the graves were opened," and aU the old world, 
and the old religion, were so shaken towards their 
first chaos, that if God had not supported the one, 
and reserved the other for an honorable burial, the 
earth had left to support her children, and the syna- 
gogue had been thrown out to an inglorious exposi- 
tion and contempt. But yet in these symbols they 
were changed from their first condition^ and passed 
into a new dominion ; all " old things passed away, 
and all things became new ; the earth and the hea- 
vens" were reckoned as " a new creation," they 
passed into another kingdom, under Christ their 
Lord; and as before the creatures were servants 
of human necessities, they now become servants of 
election, and in order to the ends of grace, as be- 
fore of nature; Christ having now the power to 
dispose of them in order to his kingdom, and by the 
administration of his own wisdom. And at the in- 
stant of these accidents, God so determined the per- 
suasions of men, that they referred these prodigies 
to the honor of Christ, and took them as testimonies 
of that truth, for the affirmation of which the high- 
priest had condemned our dearest Lord: and although 
the heart of the priest rent not, even then when rocki 
did tear in pieces ; yet the people, who saw the pdis- 



itized by Google 



THE UFE 0¥ JESUS CHRIST. 231 

sion, ^ smote their breasts, and returned," and con- 
fessed Christ. 

The graves of the dead were opened at the death, 
but the dead bodies of the saints that slept, arose not 
till the resurre<ition of our Lord; for he was " the 
firsf fruits," and they followed him as instant wit 
nesses, to publish the resurrection of their head 
which, it is possible, they declared to those to whom 
they " appeared in the holy city," And this calling 
up of company from their • graves did publish to all 
the world; not only that the Lord himself was risen, 
according to his so frequent and repeated predic- 
tions, but that he meant to raise up all his servants, 
and that all who believe in him, should be partakers 
of the resurrection. 

When the soldiers observed that Jesus was dead, 
out of spite and impotent ineffective malice, one of 
them pierced his holy side with a spear ; and the 
rock being smitten, it gushed out with " water and 
blood," streaming forth two sacraments to refresh 
the church, and opening a gate that all his brethren 
nnight enter in, and dwell in the heart of God. 

The friends and disciples of the holy Jesus, having 
devoutly composed^ his body to burial, anointed it, 
washed it, and cohdited it with spices and perfumes, 
laid it in a sepulchre hewn from a rock in a garden ; 
which, saith Euthymius, was therefore done, to re*- 

? resent, that we were, by this death, returned to 
^aradise, and the gardens of pleasures and Divine 
favors, from whence, by the prevarication of Adam, 
man was expelled. Here he finished the work of 
his passion, as he had begun it in a garden ; and the 
place of sepulchre, being a rock, serves the ends of 
pious succeeding ages : for the place remains in all 
changes of government, of wars, of earthquakes, and 
ruder accidents, to this day, as a memorial of the 
sepulchre of our dearest Lord,' as a sensible and 
proper confirmation of the persuasions of some per- 
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wotOf and as as entertainment of their pious fancy 
and religious aflfections. 

• But now it was, that in the dark and undiscemed 
mansions there was a scene of the greatest joy and 
the greatest horror represented, which yet was 
known since the first calling of the moming^stars. 
Those holy souls, whom the prophet Zechariali 
calls "prisoners of hope, lying in the lake where 
there is no water," that is no constant stream of joy 
to refresh their present condition, (yet supported 
with certain showers and gracious visitations irom 
God, and illuminations of their hope,) now that they 
saw their Redeemer come to- change their condition, 
aod to improve it into the neighborhoods of glory 
and clearer revelations, must needs have the joy of 
intelligent and beatified understandings, of redeemed 
captives, of men forgive after the sentence of death, 
of men satisfied after a tedious expectation, enjoying 
and seeing their Lord, whom« lor so many ages, 
tbey had expected. But the accursed spirits, seeing 
the darkness of their prison shine with a new light, 
and their empire invaded, and their retirements of 
horror discovered, wondered how a man durst ven- 
ture thither, or -if he were a God, how he should 
come to die. But the holy Jesus was like that body 
of light, receiving into himself the reflection of aU 
the lesser rays of joy, which the patriarchs feh, and 
being united to his fountain of felicity, apprehended 
it yet more glorious. He now felt the effects of his 
bitter passion to return upon him in comforts ; every 
hour of which was abundant recompense for three 
hours' passioii upon the cross, and became to us a 
great precedent, to invite us to a toleration of the 
acts of repentance, mortification, and martyrdom, 
and that in times of suffering we live upon the stock 
and expense of faiths as remembering that these few 
moments of infelicity are infinitely paid with every 
minute of glory, and yet that the glory, whioh is 
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certainly consequent, is so lasting and perpetual, that 
it were enough in a lower joy to make amends, by 
its ccmtinuation of eternity. And let us but call to 
mind what thoughts we shall have, when we die, or 
are dead. Let us carry always the same thoughts 
with us, which must certainly then intervene, and 
we shall meet the holy Jesus, and partake of his 
joys, which overflowed his holy soul, when he first 
entered into the possession of those excellent fruits 
and effects of his passion. 

When the third day was come, the soul of Jesus 
returned from Paradise, and the visitation of sepa- 
rate spirits, and re-entered into his holy body, which 
he, by his Divine power, did redintegrate, filling his 
veins with blood, healing all the wounds, excepting 
those five of his hands, feet, and side, which he re- 
served as trophies of his victory, and argument of 
his.passion. And as he had comforted the souls of 
the fathers with the presence of his spirit, so now 
he saw it to be time to bring comfort to his hol^ 
mother, to re-establish the tottering faith of his disci- 
ples, to verify his promise, to make demonstration 
of his Divinity, to lay some superstructures of his 
church upon the foundation of his former sermons, 
to instruct them in the mysteries of his kingdom, to 
prepare them for the reception of the Holy Ghost : 
and as he had, in this state of separation, triumphed 
over hell, so, in his resurrection, he set his foot upon 
death, and brought it under his dominion ; so that 
although it was not yet destroyed, yet it is made his 
subject; it hath, as yet, the condition of the Gibeon- 
ites, who were not banished out of the land, but they 
were made "drawers of water, and hewers of 
wood ;" so is death made instrumental to Christ's 
kingdom, but it abides still, and shall till the day of 
judgment, but shall serve the ends of our Lord, and 
promote the interests of eternity, and do benefit to 
the church. 
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And it is considemUe, that our blessed Lord bav- 
iog UM them, that after three days he would rise 
again, yet he shortened the time as much as was 
possiUe, that he might verify his own prediction, 
and yet make his absence the less troublesome: he 
rises ** early in the morning the first day of the 
week :*' for so our dearest Lord abbreviates the days 
of our sorrow, and lengthens the years of our con- 
solation ; for he knows that a day of sorro-w seems 
a }rear, and a year of joy passes like a day ; and, 
therefore, God lessens the one, and lengtli^s the 
other, to make this perceived, and that supportaUe. 
Now the temple, which the Jews destroyed, God 
raised up in six and thirty hours : but this *^ second 
temple" was more glorious than the first ; for now it 
was clothed with robes of glory, with clarity, agili- 
ty, and immortality : and though, like Moses descend- 
ing from the mount, he wore a veil, that the great- 
ness of his splendor might not render him unapt for 
conversation with his servants, yet the holy Scrip- 
ture afllirms, that he was '' now no more to see cor- 
ruption f* meaning, that now he was separate from 
the passibility and afiections of human bodies, and 
could suflfer St Thomas to thrust his hand into the 
wound of his side, and his finger into the hcJes of 
his hands, without any grief or smart 

But although the graciousness and care of the 
Lord had prevented all diligence, and satisfied all 
desires, returning to life before the most forward 
fiuth could expect him ; yet there were three Marys 
went to the grave so early, that they prevented the 
rising of the sun ; and though, with great obedience, 
they staid till the end of the Sabbath, yet, as sopn as 
that was done, they had other parts of duty and af- 
fection, which called with greatest importunity to be 
Jipeedily satisfied. And if obedience had not hound 
the feet of love they had gone the day before ; but 
they became to us admirable patterns of obedience 
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to the UiviDe commandments. For though love 
were " stronger than death," yet obedience vtbM 
stronger than love» and made a rare dispute in the 
spirits of those holy women, in which the flesh and 
spirit were not the Utigants, but the spirit and the 
spirit; and they resisted each other, as. the angel-* 

guardian of the Jews resisted the tutelar angel of 
ersia, each striving who should with most love and 
zeal perform their charge, and God determined. 
And so he did here too. For the law of the Sabbath 
was then a Divine commandment; and although 
piety to the dead, and to such dead, was ready to 
force their choice to do violence to their will, bear- 
ing them up on winffs of desire to the grave of the 
Lord, yet at last thev reconciled love with obedi- 
enoe. For they had been taught, that love is best 
expressed in keeping of the Divine commandments. 
But now they were at liberty ; and sure enough they 
made use of its first minute; and going so early to 
seek Chtist^ they were sure they should find him. 

The angels descended guardians of the ^sepulchre ; 
for God sent his guards too, and they afirignted the 
watch appointed by Pilate and the priests : but when 
the women came, they spake like comforters, full of 
sweetness and consolation, la}dng aside their af* 
frighting glories, as knowing it is the will of their 
Lord, £at they should minister good to them diat 
love him. But a conversation with angels could not 
satisfy them, who came to look for the Lord of the 
angds and found him not! and when the Lord was 
pleased to appear to Mary Magdalen, she was so 
swallowed up with love and sorrow, that she ent^^ 
into her joy and perceived it not ; she saw the Lordi 
and knew him not For so, from the closets of dark- 
ness, they that immediately stare upon the sun, pjer^ 
ceive not the beauties of the light, and feel nothmg 
but amazement. But the voice of the Lord opened 
her eyes; and she knew him, and worshipped hiav 

Digitized by Google 



989 THE UFE or JESUS CHRIST. 

bat was denied to touch him, and commanded to 
tell the apostles : for therefore God ministers to as 
comforts and revelations, not that we may dwell in 
the sensible fruition of them ourselves alone, but that 
we communicate the grace to others. But \9hea 
the other women were returned and saw the Lord, 
then they were all together admitted to the embrace- 
ment, and to kiss the feet of Jesus. For Grod hath 
his opportunities and periods, which at another time 
he denies ; and we must then rejoice in it, when he 
vouciumfes it, and submit to his Divine will when he 
denies it 

These good women had the first fruits of the ap- 
parition : for their forward teve, and the passion of 
their relimon, made greater haste to entertain a 
grace, ana was a greater endearment of their per- 
sons to our Lord, than a more sober, reserved, and 
less active spirit. This is more safe, but that is re- 
ligious; this ffoes to God by the»way of understand- 
ing, that by tne will ; this is supported by discourse, 
that by passions ; this is the sobriety of the aposdes, 
the other was the zeal of the holy women ; and be- 
cause a strong fancy and an earnest passion, fixed 
upon hdy objects, are the most active and forward 
instruments of devotion, as devotion is of love, there- 
fore we find God hath made great expressions of his 
accratance of such dispositions. And women, and 
less knowing persons, and tender dispositions, and 
pliant natures, will make up a greater number in 
neaven, than the severe,* and wary, and inquiring 
peo^e, who sometimes love because they believe, 
and believe because they can demonstrate, but never 
b^ve because they feve. When a grea;! .under- 
standing and a great affection meet together, it 
makes a saint great like an apostle ; but they do not 
wdl, who m^ke abatement of their religious pas- 
sions by the severity of their understanding, ft is 
Qo matter by which we are brought to C^st, so 
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vre love him and obey him ; but if the production 
admit of degrees, that instrument i^ the most excel- 
I^ty which produces the greatest love : a^d although 
discourse, atid a sober spirit, be in it$elf the best, 
yet we do not always suffer that to be a parent of 
as gres^t religion as the good women mak^ their 
faney, their softness, and their pa$sion. . 

Our blessed Lord appeared next to SimoQ : ai^ 
though he and John ran forth together, and St. John 
outran Simon, although Simon Peter hkd denied an4 
forsworn his Lord, and St. John never did, and fplr 
lowed him to his passion and his death ; yet l^eter 
had the favor of seeing Jesu^ first : which some sp^- 
itual persons understand as a testimony, that peni- 
tent sinners have accidental eminences a^d privi^ 
leees sometimes indulged to ihem beyond th^ tea^[K>^ 
ral graces of the just and innocent, as being such 
who not only peed defensatives against the remanent 
and inherent evils even of repented sins, and. their 
aptnesses tp relapse, but also because those (^ho are 
true penitents, who understand liiQ infiniteness of 
the Divine mercy, and that for a sinner to pass from 
death to life, from the state of sin into pardpa an4 
the «tate of grace, is a greater gift, and a more ei> 
cellent and improbable mutation, than for a jus,t maa 
to be taken into glory,) out of gratitude to. God, and 
endearment for so great a chanse, added to a fe^r 
of returniixg to such danger and misery, ^ill rein? 
force all their industry, and double their sti^y, aa4 
observe more diligently, and watch more carefully, 
and '' redeem the time," and make amends for their 
omissions, and oppose a good to the former evils, 
beside the duties of the presexit employment; an4 
then, commonly, the life of a holy penitent is more 
holy, active, zealous, and impatient of vice, and 
more rapacious of virtue and holy actioas, and 
arises to greater degrees of sanctity, than the ev^ 
and moderate affection;} of just persons, who (a^ 
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our blessed Savior's expression is) " need no repent- 
ance,** that is, no change of state, nothing but a per- 
aeverance, and an improvement of degrees. " There 
is more joy in heaven, before the angels of God, oyer 
one sinner that repenteth, than over ninety-nine just 
persons that need it not:** for "where sin hath 
abounded, there doth grace superabound ;" and that 
makes joy in heaven. 

The holy Jesus, having- received the affections of 
his most passionate disciples, the women and St Pe- 
ter, puts himself upon the way into the company of 
two good men going to Emmaus, with trouHed spir- 
its and a reeling faith, shaking all its upper buMding, 
but leaving some of its foundation firm. To* them 
the Lord discourse!* of the necessity of the death 
and resurrection of the Messias, and taught them 
not to take estimate of the councils of God by the 
designs and proportions of man: for God, by ways 
contrary to human judgment, brings to pass the pur- 
poses of bis eternal providence. The glories of Christ 
were not made pompous by human circumstances; 
his kingdom was spiritual : he was to enter into fe- 
licities through the gates of death ; he refused to do 
miracles before Herod, and yet did them before the 
people ; he confuted his accusers by silence, and did 
not descend from the cross, when they offered to 
believe him, if he would; but left them to be per- 
suaded by greater arguments of his power, the mi- 
raculous circumstances of his death, and the glories 
of his resurrection ; and, by walking in the secret 
paths of Divine election, hath commanded us to 
adore his footsteps, to admire and revere his wis- 
dom, to be satisfied with all the events of provi- 
dence, and to rejoice in him, if by afflictions he 
makes us holy, if by persecutions he supports and 
enlarges his church, if by death he brings us to life; 
so we arrive at the communion of his felicities, we 
must let him choose the way; it being sufficient 
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that he is our guide, and our support, and our ^* ex- 
ceeding great reward." For therefore Christ preach- 
ed to the two disciples, going to Emmaus,.tiie way 
of the cro^s, and the necessity of that passage, that 
the wisdom of-God might be glorified, and the con- 
jectures, of man ashamed. But whilst his discourse 
lasted, they knew him/ not; but, in the breaking of 
bread, he discovered himself. For he turned meir 
meal into a sacrament, and their darkness to light; 
and having to his sermon added the sacrament, open- 
ed all their discerning faculties, the eyes of Uieir 
body and their understanding too ; to represent to us, 
that when we are blessed with the opportunities of 
both those instruments, we want no exterior assist- 
ance to guide us in the way to the knowing ami en- 
joying of our Lord. 

But the apparitions which Jesus made^ were all 
upon the design of laying the foundation of all Chriih 
tian graces ; for the begetting and establishing faitbi 
and an active confidence in their persons, and build- 
ing them up on the great fundamentals of the reli- 
gion. And therefore he appointed a general meet- 
ing upon a mountain in Galilee, that the number of 
witnesses might not only dissemin^.te the fame, but 
establish the article, of the resurrection ; for\upon 
that are built all the hopes of a Christian ; and " if 
the dead rise not, then are we of all men most 
miserable in quitting the present possessions, and 
entertaining injuries and affronts without hopes of 
reparation. But we lay two gages in several rer 
positories ; the body in the bosom of the earth, the 
soul in the bosom of God : and as we here live by 
faith, and lay them down with hope ; so the r^ur« 
rection is a restitution of them both, and a state of 
I'eunion. And therefore, although the glory of our 
spirits, without the body, were joy great enough to 
make compensation for more than the troubles of 
all the world ; yet, because one shall not be glorified 
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whhoat the other, they being of themselves incotn- 
plete substances, and God having revealed iiolh«^ 
dearly concerning actual and complete ^ieities 
tiU tba day of judgment, when it is promised our 
bodies shall rise; tlierefore it is, that the resurrec- 
tioD is the great article upon which we rely, and 
' which Christ took so much care to prove and as- 
certain to so many persons, because, if that should 
be disbelieved with which all our felicities are to 
be received, we have nothing to establish our faith, 
or entertain our hope, or satisfy our desires, or 
make retribution for that state of secular inconve* 
niences, in which, by the necessities of oiht nature, 
and the humility and patience of our religion, we 
are engaged. 

But I consider, that holy Scripture only in^ructs 
us concerning the life of tMs world, and the life of 
the resurrection, the life of grace, and the life of 
^ory, both in the body, that is, a life of the whole 
man; and whatsoever is spoken of the soul, con- 
siders it as an essential part of man, relating to his 
wh€4e constitution, not as it is of itself an intellect- 
ual and separate substance ; for aU its actions which 
are separate and removed from the body, are rela- 
tive and incomplete. Now, because the soul is an 
incpnqdete substance, and created in relation to the 
body, and is but a part of the whole man, if the 
body were as eternal and incorruptible as the soul, 
tet the separation of the one from the other would 
be, to now it is, that which we call '* natural death;'' 
and supposing that God should preserve the body 
for ever, or restore it at the day of judgment to its 
ifvdl substance and perfect organs, yet the man would 
be dead for ever, if the soul for ever should con- 
tinue separate from the body. So that the other life, 
that 16, the state c^ resurrection, is a reuniting soul 
tod body. And although, in a philosophical sense, 
the resurrection is of the body, that is, a restitution 
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of our fi(^h and btood and bones, and is called* ^< re** 
surreetiori/' as the ewtranc© into the state of resur- 
rectioti may ha v^ the denorbination of the whole; 
yet, in the sense of scripture; the resurrection is the 
restitution of our life, the renovation of the whole 
many the stateof reunion; and until that be, the man 
is tiot, but he is dead,- and only his essential parts 
are deposited and laid up in trust: and, therefore, 
whatsoever the soul does or perceives in its complete 
condition, is but to it as embalming and honorable 
funerals to 'the body, aiid a safe monument to pre- 
serve it in' order to a living agafR ; and the fddciti^ 
of the mtervalare whoRy in order to the next life. 
And thenrforei if there-were to be no resurrection, 
us these intennedial joys should not be at all ; so, as 
they are, tfagy 'are but rdative and incomplete: and. 
therefore aU our hopes, all oar felicities, depend upon 
the resurrection ; without it we should never be per- 
sons, menorfwomen; and then the state of separa- 
tion^, could be nothing but a fantasm, trees ever in 
blossom, never bearing? fruit, corn for ever in the 
blades eggs always in me shell, a hope eternal, never 
to pass into fruition, that is, for ever to be deluded, 
for ever to be miserable. And therefore it was an 
elegant expression of St. Paul," Our life is hid with 
Christ in God ;" that is, our life is passed into cus- 
tody, the dust of our body is numbered, and the 
spirit is refreshed, visited, and preserved in celestia^ 
mansions: but it is not properly called a life; for 
all this while the man is dead, and shall then live, 
wh^i Christ produces this hidden life at the great 
day of restitution. But our faith of all this article 
is wdl wrapped up in the words of St. John ; ** Be- 
loved, now we are the sc«is of God, and it doth not 
yet appear wlmt we shall be : but we know, that 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is,'* 1 John iii. 2. The middle 
state is not it which Scripture hath propounded to 
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our faith, or to our hope ; the reward is then wheo 
Christ shall appear : but, in the mean time, tl» soul 
can converse with God and with ar^eb, just as the 
holy prophets did in their dreams, in which they 
receive great degrees of favor and revelation. But 
this is not to be reckoned any more than an en^ 
trance or a waiting for the state of our felicity. And 
since the glories of heaven is the great fruit of elec- 
tion, we may consider that the body is not jniedes- 
tinate, nor the soul, alone, but the whole man; and, 
until the parts embrace again in an essential com- 
I^exioB, it cannot be expected either of them AoviA 
receive the portion of tne predestinate. But the ar- 
ticle and the event of future things is raredy set in 
order by Sl Paul : f* But ye are come unto the Mount 
Sion, and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of an- 
gels, to the general assembly and church of the' first- 
born, which are written in heaven, and to Grod, the 
Judge of all ;" and then follows, after this, ^ general 
assembly," after "the Judge of all" appears, "to 
the spirits of just men made perfect ;" that is, re- 
unitea to their bodies, and entering into glory. Helx 
xiL 22, 2a 

The Prayer. 

O holy and eternal Jesus, who hast overcome death, 
and triumphed over all the powers of hell, darkness, 
sin, and the grave: manifesting the truth of thy 
promises, the power of thy divinity, the majesty of 
thy person, the rewards of thy glory, and the mer- 
cies and excelfent designs of thy evangelical king- 
dom, by thy glorious and powerful resurrection; 
preserve my soul from eternal death, and make me 
to rise from the death of sin, itnd to hve the life of 
grace ; loving thy perfections, adoring thy naercy, 
puriiuing the interest of thy kingdom ; being united 
to the church, under thee, our Head ; cori >rming to 
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thy holy laws : established in faith, entertained and 
confirmed with a modest, humble, and certain hope, 
and sanctified by charity ; that I, engraving thee in 
my heart, and submitting to thee in my spirit, and 
imitating thee in thy glorious example, may be par- 
taker of thy resurrection : which is my hope and 
my desire, the support of my faith, the object of my 
joy, and the strength of my confidence. In thee, 
holy Jesus,, do I trust : I confess thy faith, I believe 
all that thou hast taught; I desire to perform all thy 
injunctions, and my own undertaking: my soul is 
in thy hand ; do thoa support and guide it, and pi(j^ 
my infirmities ; and when thou shalt reveal thy great 
day, show to me the mercies and effects of thy ad- 
vocation, and intercession, and redemption. " Thou 
shalt answer for me, O Lord my God ; for in thee 
have I trusted ; let me never be confounded." Thou 
art just, thou art merciful, thou art gracious and 
compassionate ; thou hast done miracles and prodi- 

S'es of favor, to me and all the world. Let not 
ose great actions and sufferings be ineffective ; but 
make me capable and receptive of thy mercies, and 
then I am certain to receive them. I am thine, O 
save me ! tiiou art mine, O holy Jesus 1 O dwell 
with me for ever, and let me dwell with thee, ador- 
ing and praising the eternal glories of God, the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost Amen. 



THBENIX 
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